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Scottish  Secretary  Donald  Dewar  launching  the  ‘yes-yes’  campaign  in  Glasgow  yesterday  for  the  devolution  referendum  to  be  held  in  Scotland  on 
September  1 Ue  said  Labour  was  committed  to  ‘open  and  honest  government*  Report,  page  4 photooraph:  chms  bacon 


Two  fire  alarms  close  Chunnel 


Drivers  are  evacuated  and  trains 
delayed,  renewing  safety  fears 


Keftfi  Harper 

and  Alteon  Dantete 


AN  investigation  was 
launched  last  night 
after  the  Channel 
tunnel  was  closed  for 
more  than  ah  hour  when  fire 
alarms  on-  two  freight  trains 
led  to  an  emergency  evacua- 
tion. 

Sixty  lorry  drivers  were  es- 
corted into  the  safety  of  the 
service  tunnel  in  the  inci- 
dent. which  raised,  fresh 
safety  fears  over  the  troubled 
tunnel. 

It  is  another  setback  for 
Eurotunnel  which  is  still 
recovering  from  the  effects  of 
the  November  fire  which 
closed  its  freight  train  service 
until  June. -Eurostar  passen- 
ger services  began  running 
again  within  several  weeks  of 
the  fire. 

The  fire  resulted  w-a  24  per 
cent  drop  in  sales  to  £168  mil- 
lion. Since  the  tunnel  was 
fully  re-opened  to  freight  traf- 
fic, volume  has  almost  recov- 


ered to  last  summer’s  levels. 

Eurotunnel  last  night  con- 
firmed that  there  had  been  a 
similar  incident  in  June 
when  alarms  went  off  but  no  ! 
fire. 

Yesterday  the  alarms  were 
activated  on  trains  travelling 
in  different  directions  within 
i half  an  hour  of  each  other  — 

’ and  both  were  stopped  in  mid- 
tunnel. 

Kent  Ore  brigade  sources 
said  that  It  would  be  up  to 
Eurotunnel  to  report  the  inci- 
dents to  the  Channel  Tunnel 
safety  authority  if  tt  thought 
the  matter  needed  Rrrther 
Investigation. 

K promised  that  an  immedi- 
ate investigation  would  be 
laumhed  into  why  the  alarms 
were  wrongly  activated,  but 
said  it  appeared  to  be  a “pure 
coincidence”  that  they  had 
gone  off  together. 

The  first  unofficial  reaction 
to  the  incident  was  that  hot 
weather  could  have  been  a 
contributory  factor. 

It  lata  emerged-  that  the 

Kent  brigade  has  been  called 
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out  on  a number  of  occasions 
to  deal  with  fire  alarms  in 
the  tunnel  — they  have  never 
resulted  In  a serious  incident 
Eurotunnel  said:  “We  can- 
not Speculate  why  this  hap- 
pened: There  have  been  other  i 
incidents,  but  they  do  not 
occur  on  a regular  basis.  We  | 


apologise  for  the  delays  this 
has  caused  to  thousands  of 
passengers,  and  we  want  to 
make  sure  that  incidents  like 
this  do  not  happen  again." 
Eurotunnel  revised  its 

rules  and  safety  procedures 
after  last  November's  fire. 
Once  a fire  alarm  has  been 


raised,  a train  must  stop  im- 
mediately instead  of  continu- 
ing through  to  the  other  side. 
The  new  procedure  was  used 
tor  the  first  time  yesterday 
when  the  lorry  drivers  were 
escorted  to  the  first  available 
exit  to  the  service  tunneL 

The  incident  occurred  at 
one  of  the  busiest  times  of  the 
year  as  traffic  built  up  for 
bank  holiday  weekend.  Pas- 
sengers on  both  the  French 
and  British  sides  were  held 
up  rmtn  late  last  night,  and 
were  being  offered  alternative 
transport  by  ferry. 

The  drivers  were  later 
allowed  to  rejoin  their  trains, 
which  were  eventually 
allowed  to  continue,  but  the 
incident  held  up  two  more 
freight  trains  with  up  to  SO 
lorries  on  board,  as  well  as 
six  passenger  shuttles,  each 
carrying  up  to  120  drivers  and 
their  cars.  Two  Eurostar 
trains  were  held  up,  and  the 
I tunnel  operator,  Eurotunnel 
admitted  later  that  the  delays 
were  "massive” 

- The  Kent  brigade  said  it 
first  received  a call  to  a fire 
alarm  sounding  in  one  of  the 
running  tunnels  at  3.18pm.  A 
second  call  was  received  a 
few  minutes  later. 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


EAD  teachers 
warned  last 
night  that  the 
Government's 
‘"obsession” 
with  the  results 
of  the  most  able  GCSE  candi- 
dates was  contributing  to  the 
growth  of  an  underclass  of 
school  drop-outs. 

As  the  exam  boards  for 
England,  Wales  and  Northern 
Ireland  reported  another 
alight  increase  In  the  propor- 
tion of  candidates  getting 
good  grades,  attention  was  fo- 
cusing on  the  chronic  failure 
to  lift  the  bottom  end  of  the 
range.  - 

David  Hart,  general  secre-  j 
tary  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Head  Teachers,  wel- 
comed a 0.4  per  cent  increase 
in  numbers  of  GCSE  passes  at 
grades  A to  C — equivalent  to 
the  old  O level’  :The  propor- 
tion of  papers  passed  at  good 
grades  has  increased  every 
year  since  the  GCSE  was  in- 
troduced in  1986  and  now 
stands  at  54.4  per  cent 
But  Mr  Hart  said  the  Gov- 
ernment was  making  a huge 
mistake  in  its  plan,  disclosed 
in  the  Guardian  yestoday,  to 
put  even  greater  emphasis  on 
the  upper  grades  by  setting  a 
national  target  to  xydse  the 
proportion  of  16-year-olds  get- 
lug  at  least  five. 

“It  is  patently  ridiculous 
that  the  achievements  of 
those  who  do  not  achieve  a C 
grade  or  better  are  inade- 
quately recognised,”  Mr  Hart 
said.  David  Blunkett,  the  Edu- 
cation and  Employment  Sec- 
retary. was  “replicating  the 
attitude  of  the  previous  ad- 
ministration”, which  encour- 
aged parents  to  judge  schools 
by  league  tables  showing  how 
many  pupils  got  five  good 
GCSE  passes. 

“This  year's  results  demon- 
strate that  the  perpetual  em- 
phasis on  A to  C grades  is 
damaging  the  interests  of  the 
less  able.”  There  was  a slight 
reduction  In  numbers  achiev- 
ing the  lower  grades  and  no 
improvement  in  the  overall 
pass  rate.  About  50,000  pupils 
leave  school  each  year  with 
no  GCSE  passes  at  alL 
Teachers  were  being  en- 
couraged by  the  league  tables 
to  concentrate  on  pupils  who 
could  get  the  good  grades.  The 
tahles  should  be  converted  to 
a points  system  — similar  to 
A levels  — which  could  recog- 
nise achievement  at  every, 
level  of  ability.  "We  have  the 
ironic  position  that  the  Gov- 
ernment’s obsession  with  the 
more  able  candidates  is  dam- 
aging the  least  able,  thereby 
contributing  to  the  growth  erf 
the  underclass,  the  socially 
excluded  wham  Labour  is 
now  urgently  seeking  to 
rescue,”  he  said. 


GCSE  pass  rate 
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Rain  washes  away  £27bn  Stealth  bomber’s  invisibility 


Tim  Radford 
Scstanc*  Editor 


jk  MERICA'S  ultimate 
/\  secret  weapon  has  Jost 
f>n»  flaw.  It  becomes 
less  secret  when  Wet. 

• A reportfrem  the  US  Con- 
gress general  accounting 
office  - revealed  in  New 
Scientist  today  — says  that 


the  B-2  stealth  bomber’s 

radar  invisibility  quickly 
deteriorates  when  the 
'plane  is  left  out  In  the  rain 
or  exposed  to  heat  or  hu- 
midity. . 

Stealth  has  so  tor  cost 
$43  billion  (£27  billion).  Its 
fhselage  is  designed  to  scat- 
ter radar  waves  and  is  cov- 
ered with  a special  coating 

of  radar-absorbent  paint. 


Bat  every  time  Stealth 
files,  the  paint  needs  to  be 
repaired.  After  the  repair, 
the  aircraft  needs  to  be  left 
in  a cool  place  so  the  paint 
can  “cure”.  One  place' the 
US  Air  Force  cannot  leave 
its  big  new  baby  is  outside: 
the  paint,  says  the  Congres- 
sional report,  cannot  take 
the  heat  and  washes  off  in 
therein. 


So  the  B-2  bombers  — 21 
should  be  in  service  by  1999 
— will  need  special  air-con- 
ditioned hangars.  This 
could  create  a problem  if 
Stealth  were  ever  required 
to  go  on  active  service 
abroad. 

This  is  the  latest  twist  in 
the  tortured  story  of  what 
it  takes  to  paint  a bomber 
out  of  sight.  Northrop 
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Grumman  Corporation,  the 
manufacturers,  last  month 
let  it  slip  that  ordinary 
commercial  paint  stripper 
would  not  only  remove  the 
invisibility,  it  might  also 
remove  the  plane. 

The  B-2  Is  made  not  from 
metal  but  from  carbon 
composites  which  would  be 
damaged  by  anything  in  a 
tin  from  B&Q.  Instead  it 


Sport 


f't 


would  be  using  wheat 
starch  to  strip  off  old  paint 
before  the  new  paint,  a 
composite  of  plastic  and 
metal,  was  applied.  A 
Stealth  bomber  would  typi- 
cally be  stripped  and 
repainted  four  times  dur- 
ing its  lifetime  — with  the 
jet,  about  the  size  of  a 
Boeing  737,  being  rubbed 
down  with  fine  grain. 
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Mr  Blunkett  is  preparing 
targets  to  achieve  a leap  in 
the  number  of  16-year-olds 
getting  grade  C or  above  in  at 
least  five  subjects.  A national 
target  to  be  set  in  the  autumn 
will  be  converted  for  local 
education  authorities  and 
schools. 

But  his  officials  disputed  Mr 
Hart’s  claim  that  the  plan 
would  encourage  teachers  to 
forget  the  low  achievers.  The 
targets  would  help  the  Govern- 
ment deliver  its  goal  of  produc- 
ing a skilled  workforce  with  at 
least  85  per  cent  of  19-year-olds 
with  good  GCSEs  or  equivalent 
vocational  qualifications. 
Other  measures,  including  bet- 
ter vocational  courses  and 
youth  training,  would  tackle 
the  problem  of  pupils  leaving 
without  any  passes. 

Kim  Howells,  the  junior 
education  and  employment 
minister,  said  the  improve- 
ment in  higher  grade  pass 
rates  was  a “tribute  to  the 
bard  work  of  the  candidates 
and  the . dedication  of  their 
teachers”. 


He  was  concerned,  how- 
ever, about  a drop  of  nearly  l 
per  cent  in  the  proportion  of 
candidates  getting  good 
grades  in  English.  There  was 
also  a 2 per  cent  fall  in  num- 
bers taking  the  subject 

The  results  provoked  an- 
other round  of  the  seasonal 
debate  over  whether  improve- 
ments in  the  pass  rate  were 
due  to  a better  performance 
or  devaluation  of  exam 
standards. 

Roger  Young,  director  gen- 
eral of  the  Institute  of  Man- 
agement said  57  per  cent  of 
managers  thought  GCSE  stan- 
dards had  dropped  over  the’ 
past  10  years. 

But  Denis  Lawson,  chair- 
man of  the  joint  council  of 
GCSE  exam  boards,  said  it 
took  its  responsibility  for 
maintaining  standards  seri- 
ously. Doug  McAvoy,  general 
secretary  of  the  National 
Union  of  Teachers,  said  crit- 
ics of  the  exam  had  failed  to 
make  their  case. 


Blunkett  was  right,  page  9 
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v a-tedcher  with  1 00%  cc^mftment  to 
bringing  out  the  best  in  every,  student. 

And  behind  more  than  1 50,000  teachers 
and  lecturers  is  ATL  - the  forward-thinking 
trade  union  and  professional  association 
with  100%  commitment  to  education. 


Association  of  Teachers  and  Lecturers 

Taking  the  lead  in  education 

7 Northumberland  Street  London  WC2N  5DA 
Tel  0171  930  6441 
Website  http://www.ati.org.uk 
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New  round  of  interest  rate  rises  are  feared  as  building  society  windfall  spending  threatens  to  make  the  economy  too  hot  to  handle 

High  street  boom  is  biggest  in  world 


4pc  ‘real  pay’  rises  and  buoyant 
housing  market  fuelling  sales 


Richard  Thomas 
Economics  Correspondent 

RIT AIN’S  retailers 
are  enjoying  the 
world's  biggest 
high  street  boom 
from  windfall- 
flushed  shoppers  - prompting 
fears  of  the  economy  over- 
heating and  a fresh  round  of 
Interest  rate  rises. 

With  sales  of  household 
goods  such  as  furniture  and 


electrical  appliances  rising  at 
the  fastest  rate  ever  recorded, 
the  Office  for  National  Statis- 
tics reported  yesterday  the 
liveliest  overall  trading  con- 
ditions recorded  since  Octo- 
ber 1387. 

Over  the  year  to  the  end  of 
July,  the  volume  of  goods  sold 
on  the  high  street  rose  by  a 
10-year  high  of  6.5  per  a»nt.  up 
from  5.6  per  cent  the  previous 
month  and  well  above  City  ex- 
pectations. High  street  tak- 
ings between  May  and  July 


were  2J.  per  cent  up  on  the 
preceding  three  months. 

Signs  that  Britain  is  lead- 
ing the  global  retail  league 
table  caused  fears  of  interest 
rate  rises  on  top  of  the  four 
since  May.  Base  rates  are  now 
at  7 per  cent 

David  Bloom,  UK  econo- 
mist at  the  broking  firm, 
Janies  Capel,  said:  “Annual 
retail  sales  are  running  at 
their  highest  level  since  the 
late  1380s  and  the  highest  In 
the  world  at  present  It  is  im- 
possible to  believe  the  Bank 
will  be  comfortable." 

Liberal  Democrat  treasury 
spokesman  Malcolm  Bruce 
Warned  the  Chancellor,  Gor- 


don Brown,  for  Calling  to 
douse  the  flames  of  consumer 
spending  in  last  month's 
Budget 

“This  big  rise  In  retail  sales 
demonstrates  that  the  econo- 
my is  stm  seriously  unbal- 
anced between  a strong  con- 
i sinner  boom  and  depressed 
exporting,’'  be  said.  “Gordon 
Brown  failed  to  deal  with  the 
i consumer  boom  in  his  recent 
Budget  It  Is  clear  that  the 
pressure  is  stm  on  for  higher 

interest  rates,  and  the  Bank  of 
England  may  be  forced  to  con- 
sider another  rise  soon.” 

The  statistics  office  esti- 
mated that  the  handouts  from 
demutualising  building  soci- 


eties had  injected  £200  million  | 
into  the  high  street  in  June 
and  a further  £100  mBlioa  last 
month.  As  a result,  sales  of 
household  goods  — also 
boosted  by  the  strong  housing 
market  — were  7A  per  cent 
higher  over  the  three  months 
to  the  end  of  July  than  the 
previous  quarter,  and  15.”  per 
cent  up  on  the  same  period 
last  year. 

Treasury  ministers  played 
down  the  significance  of  the 
Ogives,  stressing  that  while 
households  were  using  the 
payouts  to  fund  “big  ticket" 
items,  a large  tranche  of  the 
money  was  being  saved. 

Paymaster  General  Geof- 


frey Robinson  told  the  BBC 
that  the  weather  was  also 
encouraging  people  to  splash 
out.  "At  present,  people  are 
having  a good  time,  they’re 
enjoying  themselves,  and 
they’re  also  saving  a lot  of  it. 
be  said. 

Some  City  analysts  said 
that  although  the  £35  billion 
of  handouts  had  clearly  given 
a fillip  to  spending  - with  the 
£18  billian  “Halifax  effect"  in 
June  especially  strong  - a 
more  permanent  shift  in  be- 
haviour was  underway. 

David  Walton,  at  Goldman 
Sadis. said: “Windfalls ...  are 
the  icing  on  the  cake,  not  the 
main  cause  of  the  strength  in 


consumer  spending.  Real 
wages  and  salaries  have  in- 
creased by  4 percent  over  the 
year,  boosting  spending  by  & 
similar  amount.” 

The  statistics  office  said 
that  bigger,  non-food  depart- 
ment stores  were  reaping  the 
rewards  of  the  bumper  spend- 
ing while  comers  shops  and 
supermarkets  remained  in  a 
highly  competitive  market. 
Food  slums  saw  a rise  in  sales 
over  the  year  of  Just  3.6  per 
cent,  compared  to  a 95  per 
cent  annual  Increase  In  sales 
for  non-food  outlets. 

Dt  bw  rowfaft  and  CBy 
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Israeli  raids 
cut  power 
in  Lebanon 


Julian  Borger  on  new  blow  to  ceasefire 


ISRAEL  launched  its 
heaviest  raids  into  Leba- 
non for  16  months  yester- 
day, bombing  suspected 
Hizbullah  guerrilla  bases  and 
Lebanese  government  targets, 
and  blasting  another  hole  in  a 
tattered  ceasefire. 

The  mid-morning  raids,  in 
retaliation  for  Hizbullah 
rocket  attacks  on  Tuesday, 
destroyed  an  electricity  pylon 
in  Baija,  only  15  miles  south 
of  Beirut,  cutting  off  power  to 
tens  of  thousands  in  the  port 
city  of  Sidon  and  most  of  Leb- 
anon's south  coast 
The  Israeli  airforce  said  it 
also  dropped  bombs  near  a 
Lebanese  artillery  position  | 
and  attacked  suspected  Hiz- 
bullah strongholds  in  the 
Beka’a  valley,  claiming  “good 
hits  an  target”.  Lebanese  se- 
curity forces  said  four  civil-  • 
ians  were  lightly  wounded  in 1 
the  Beka’a  attack.  1 

A United  Nations  official  in  | 
south  Lebanon  described  the 
strike  against  the  Lebanese  j 
power  grid  as  a violation  of  a I 
partial  ceasefire  agreement 
last  April 

The  “April  understanding", 
intended  to  limit  civilian  ca- 
sualties, has  been  ignored  by 
both  sides  recently  in  tit-for- 
tat  attacks  in  which  more 
than  25  people  have  been 
killed  (more  than  half  of  them 
civilians)  in  10  days. 

After  the  “Grapes  of 
Wrath”  bombing  offensive  in 
Spring  1996.  Israeli  forces  in 
Lebanon  focused  their  opera- 
tions on  Hizbullah,  an  Iran- 
ian-backed Shi'ite  movement 
dedicated  to  driving  Israel  out 
of  Lebanon. 

Israeli  officials  said  the 
renewed  attacks  on  Lebanese 
installations  were  Intended  to 
dissuade  the  Syrian-backed 
government  In  Beirut  from 
harbouring  Hizbullah. 

Brigadier-General  Oded  Bert 
Ami.  the  chief  military  spokes- 
man said:  “We  expect  the  gov- 
ernment of  Lebanon  to  do 
much  more  to  stop  Hizbullah 
from  exposing  not  only  Israeli 
civilians  but  also  Lebanese  ci- 
vilians to  acts  of  terror.” 


UN  Memo 
Foes  In 
Latxmon 
(UnU) 
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Lebanese  politicians  res- 
ponded with  fury.  The  de- 
fence minister,  Mohsen  Dal- 
loul,  said:  'The  air  raids 
against  stable  villages  in  fire 
Beka’a  and  along  the  Leba- 
nese coast  all  fell  under  the 
terrorist  and  criminal  pattern 
of  action  that  Israel  adopts.” 

Timor  Goksel,  a UN  spokes- 
man In  south  Lebanon,  said: 
“My  thinking  was  that  the 
April  understanding  did  ban 
attacks  on  industrial  and  civil 
targets  like  this.” 

The  UN  hosted  a meeting 
last  night  of  an  International 
border  monitoring  committee  , 
(representing  Israel,  Leba- 
non, Syria,  France  and  the ! 
United  States)  -in  an  attempt  I 
to  salvage  the  April  agree- 
ment The  meeting  at  the  UN 
Nakura  base  in  south  Leba- 1 
nan,  was  expected  to  continue 
until  this  morning. 

Mr  Goksel  said  the  April  ac- 
cord  “is  not  exactly  a limiting 
factor”  at  the  moment  “But 
both  sides  say  they  believe  in 
it  and  they  both  know  it 
would  be  very  costly  in  civil- 
ian li  ves  to  abandon  it” 

The  latest  fittor-tai  blows 
began  in  Jezzine  on  Monday 
when  a car  bomb  killed  two 
children  of  a former  com- 
mander In  the  South  Lebanon 
Army  (SLA),  Israel's  regional 
ally. 

The  Jezzine  SLA  blamed 
Hizbullah,  but  shelled  Sidon 


Lebanese  youtbsseatch  for  shrapnel  near  a pylon  destroyed  by  an  Israeli  air  raid  near  Sidon.  Tears  afi thousands  were  without  power  photograph:  rmmzikadar 


(Where  most  of  the  population 
are  Sunni),  wping  seven  ci- 
vilians and  wounding  36. 

Hizbullah  and  the  Lebanese 
army  struck  back  at  Jezzine 
on  Monday  and  on  Tuesday 
morning.  Hizbullah  fired  sev- 
eral score  rockets  into  north- 
ern Israel,  injuring  two  people. 

Uri  Lubrani,  a senior  de- 
fence official  who  coordin- 
ates Israeli  operations  in  Leb- 


anon, said  yesterday’s  air 
strikes  did  not  represent  a 
significant  retaliation  but 
merely  a warning. 

“My  God,  if  we  retaliated  in 
Lebanon  the  way  we  are 
capable  o£  there  would  be 
bedlam,”  he  said. 

The  air  strikes,  he  added, 
were  designed  to  make  the 
Lebanese  population  consider 
“whether  it  is  worthwhile  to 


ignore  what  these  people  [Hrz- 
bullahl  are  doing  in  their 
country". 

The  Lebanese  army  res- 
ponded with  a defiant  state- 
ment “The  Israeli  threats 
will  not  prevent  the.  army 
from  practising  its  legal  right 
in  defending  its  people  and 
homeland.” 

Israel  has  developed  paral- 
lel policies  towards  the  Letat- 


nese  and  Palestinian  leader- 
ship. applying  direct  pressure 
on  both  authorities  to  try  to 
force  them  to  eliminate  Islam- 
ist insurgents  baaed  an  their 
territories. 

Yasser  Arafat,  the  Palestin- 
ian leader,  also  flagged  his  de- 
fiance of  this  policy  yesterday 
by  convening  a “national 
unity  meeting”  in  Gaza  and 
inviting  leaders  from  the  mil- 


itant groups  Hamas  and  Is- 
lamic Jihad. 

He  told  the  meeting  that  the 
Palestinian  people  were  tough 
and  would  not  submit  to  Isra- 
el’s economic  sanctions,  in 
force  since  a bomb-attack  in 
Jerusalem  last  month. 

Abdelaziz  Rantissi.  a 
Hamas  leader,  said  his  atten- 
dance was  a sign  of  approval 
for  Mr  Arafat's  defiant  stand. 


Folk  hero  tossin’  a few  comments  about  right  here,  right  now 


Review 


Desmond  Christy 

Right  Here,  Right  Now 

BBC! 

ME  AND  ME  mates  were 
staying  at  this  hotel 
last  night  We  got 
bored,  got  drunk,  started 
brawling  and  then  decided  we 
would  do  the  room.  My  mates, 
dickheads  the  lot  of  them, 
tossed  most  of  the  furniture 
out  the  bleedln’  window.  I was 


Just  about  to  throw  the  TV  out 
i when  I noticed  this  film  about 
Oasis  had  started.  Right  Here, 
Right  Now  Showed  the  boys  at 
Maine  Road.  And  three 
songs  from  their  new  album. 
Great 

Most  bands  make  their  own 
promos  but  they  know 
nothin’.  Noel  and  Liam  get  the 
BBC  to  do  it  for  them.  The  BBC 
didn’t  ask  a single  tricky  ques- 
tion. Nothing  about  the  Bea- 
tles, or  being  bigger  than  God 
and  so  on  Hie  BBC  is  just  frit 
of  Noel  and  Liam.  One  false 
word  and  Liam  would  have 
said  “sod  it  I’m  havin’  none  of 
this”  and  that  would  be  it. 


Film  over.  Gaping  hole  in  the 
schedules  that  would  have  to 
be  filled  with,  some  crap. 

Bonehead  said  the  new 
album.  Be  Here  Now,  is  “the 
best  thing  we’ve  done.  The 
best  thing  we’ve  recorded.” 
Normally  the  BBC  wo  old  have 
some  tosser  arguing  the  toss. 
They  Just  shut  it  and  let  Liam 
get  on  with  it. 

First  the  mission  statement 
—that’s  what  they  call  it  at  the 
BBC,  don’t  they?  “We  aim  to 
blow  away  every  other  band 
into  oblivion  As  simple  as 
that  And  still  do  want  to 
eclipse  every  other  musician 
in  the  country — because  we 


want  to,  because  we  can"  You 
can  tell  that  was  Liam,  ’cos 
he’s  dead  modest  Noel  didn’t  ’ 
say  much  at  all. 

Why  do  we  love  Oasis?  I am 
often  asked  that  one.  “The 
reason  the  majority  of  people 
in  this  country  like  my  band  is 
because  we  are  like  the  major- 
ity of  people  in  this  country — 

we  still  go  to  football  matches, 
we  stin  go  to  the  pub,  we  still 
do  get  nicked  and  busted  like 
everyone  else  does  and  we  still 
don’t  give  a shit,”  said  Liam, 
bolding  a beer  bottle. 

T wouldn’t  say  we  were  the 
voice  of  a generation  but  we 
would  definitely  be  leading 


the  march — if  there’s  any- 
thing to  march  to  we’d  be  at 
the  front  singing.”  As  it  hap- 
pens there  is  nowhere  to 
march  to  and  nothin’  to  inarch 
about  now,  is  there?  Unless  it 
was  a “we-love-Oasis-down- 
with-Blur”  march.  Which  is 
about  the  only  real  Issue  fee- 
ing us.  Tony  Blur  should  know 
that 

I agree  with  Liam.  “How  the 
folk” — r m sure  Liam  said 
“folk” — “could  I not  have 
ftin?  Fm  24  years  of  age  and  in 
the  biggest  and  the  most  im- 
portant rock-an-roD  band  in 
the  Weedin’  world , , . rm  24 

years  ofage  and  got  a load  of 


Weedin’  money.  What  do  I do? 
Sit  at  home  and  bleeding  dip 
my  pissing  toenails  and  pick 
my  nose  all  day?  Got  to  go  out 
and  have  it  ain’t  yer — “cos 
you 'd  have  It  wont  yer?”  Yeh, 
we  would,  Liam. 

Tm  feelin'  supersonic,  give 
me  a gin  and  tonic.  The  lyrics 
are  great  “Stand  by  me,  no- 
body know-ow-ons  the  way 
it's  gonna  be-eee,  stand  by  me, 
nobody  taaow-ow-ows,  nobody 
know-ows,  the  way  its  gonna 
be.” 

Look  there’s  Nell  and  Liam 
driving  around  Burnage. 
Down  there  Is  the  McVItte’s 
factory  where  Mom  worked. 


There’s  Sifters  where  Noel 

bought  his  first  records.  Even 

if  you  are  a big  Oasis  fen  this  is 
a really  boring  film— apart 
from  the  helicopters.  There 
seemed  to  be  a whole  squadron 
efthem,  called  In  as  a backing 
sound  as  the  boys  played  from 
the  new  album.  They  really 
buzzed — the  helicopters. 

What  did  we  think  of  the 
BBC’s  efforts?  We  tossed  the 
TV  set  out  effthewindow.  If  we 
have  another  75  cigarettes  and 
a bottle  of  gin  well  be  alright 
“Stand  by  me,  nobody  know- 
ow-ows  the  way  It's  gonna  be- 
eee,  nobody  know-ow-ows  the 
way  If s gonna  be-eee..." 


With  specialist 
news,  profiles 
and  the  latest 
developments 
Read  the  week 


Off  road 
durability 
of  stolen 
Jeep  irks 
owners 

Matrtto  WMavniaht 

A COUPLE  whose  Jeep 
was  stolen  briefly 
have  Anally  lost  pa- 
tience with  Investigating 
police,  whose  meticulous 
detective  work  has  kept  the 
vehicle  Impounded  for 
years. 

Legal  complications  and 
the  South  Yorkshire  force's 
determination  to  nail  car 
crime  have  imprisoned  the 
£15,000  Mitsubishi  Shogun 
under  forensic  wraps  for  10 
times  as  long  as  the  two 
months  It  spent  in  criminal 
hands. 

“It  Just  goes  on  and  on,'* 
said  PE  teacher  Jane  Cor- 
ner, who  has  taken  to  send- 
ing off  £720  monthly  In- 
voices to  South  Yorkshire 
police  for  the  hire  of  a sub- 
stitute Nissan  BatroL  “It's 
bureaucracy  gone  wild  — 
my  husband  and  I feel 
totally  victimised.” 

Their  problems  began  In 
December  1995  when  the 
Jeep  was  stolen  from  a 
supermarket  car  park  In 
York.  She  said:  “I  do  a lot  of 
riding  and  have  to  have  a 
four-wheel-drive  vehicle  to 
pull  the  horse-trailer,  but 
the  police  haven’t  done 
anything  to  protect  our 

rights.” 

The  Shogun  was  found 
after  two  months  outside  a 
house  in  Barnsley,  South 
Yorkshire,  and  identified 
by  Mrs  Corner's  husband, 
Trevor,  who  is  in  the  motor 
trade.  The  couple  say  that 
police  assured  them  it 
would  be  handed  back  after 
six  weeks. 

But  as  the  weeks  turned 
Into  months,  requests  for 
the  Jeep’s  return  were 
rebuffed,  in  spite  of  the 
Corners’  offer  of  a legal 
guarantee  not  to  sen  the 
Jeep  before  the  trial  of  a 
man  charged  with  handling 
stolen  goods.  The  couple 
have  now  been  told  that  the 
hearing  at  Sheffield  crown 
court  has  been  set  for  Feb- 
ruary, and  the  Shognn 
must  stay  in  police  hands 
until  the  verdict. 

Mrs  Corner  said:  “It 
seems  grossly  unfair  that 
the  police  are  now  going  to 
end  up  keeping  our  vehicle 
for  two  years  and  we  have 
no  redress.” 

Lynda  Scott  of  Sonth 
Yorkshire  police  said  the 
vehicle  was  a key  exhibit 
and  “requirements  and  ob- 
ligations placed  upon  the 
prosecution  are  such  that 
we  have  no  alternative  but 
to  retain  the  evidence”.  She 
added:  “Theft  of  cars  can 
take  many  months  to 
resolve,  with  a range  of 
crimes  from  sophisticated 
networks  of  thieves  to  ama- 
teur joyriders. 

“South  Yorkshire  police 
is  determined  to  reduce  car 
theft  and  we  must  take  the 
appropriate  action  to  con- 
vict offenders.'* 

Police  are  retaining  Mrs 
Corner’s  car-hire  invoices 
until  after  the  trial,  when 
costs  will  be  considered. 
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Tab  the  shortest  sea  rank  to  France  and  cross  the  Channel  to 
Calais. 

Cruise  from.  Dover  on  a luxurious  car  .ferry  or  hop  On  a 
hovercraft  or  catamaran.  With  duty  free-shops,  restaurants 
and  entertainment  all  on  board  and  departures  'around 
every  half  hour,  what  could  be  easier?  - 

Tab  in  the  sights,  enjoy  a bite,  even  stay  for  the 
night.  You’D  be  spoilt  for  choice  with  the  many  shops, 
hypermarkets,  hotels  and  restaurants.  And  youH  be  ready 
to  begin  your  journey  into  Europe.-  - 

For  a special  day  or  a longer  stay,  remember,  Calais 
begins  with  sea.  . . 
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Bulging  into  retirement . . . Noel  Gallagher,  Sally  GmmeJQ  and  William  Hague  will  be  amnag  boomers  enjoying  life  while  others  struggle  to  survive 


NEWS  3 

Field  losing 
pension  war 
says  Castle 


David  Heneke  Lady  Castle  said  the  pen- 

WestontosterCaiTeaoondAnt  81005  review  b>T  Harriet  Har- 

man,  the  Social  Security  Sec- 

w , retary.  was  “in  direct 

m •eJKRAN  campaigner  contradiction"  to  the  policy 
Baroness  Castle  yes-  thrust  of  the  welfare  reform 
terday  backed  the  minister.  Frank  Field. 
Government's  deci-  “He  wants  the  state  Insur- 
**“  J®  at  introducing  ance  system  to  disappear,” 
tbe  first  inflation-busting  pen-  she  told  the  BBC.  "He  wants 
mon  nse  in  17  years  for  10.85  us  all  to  be  compelled  by  law 
motion  pensioners.  to  set  aside  so  much  of  our 

ine  lormer  social  services  savings  and  Invest  thwn  in 
se^emty  said  the  decision,  private  pensions.  If  they  are 
mscioMd  in  the  Guardian,  even  now  considering  what 
snowed  that  ministers  were  we  say,  as  against  what  he 
maMng  a start  in  redressing  has  been  urging,  then  I think 
the  large  Call  in  the  value  of  it  sbows  that  Prank  Field  is  in 
the  basic  pension  since  Mar-  flfll  retreat. 

6Pret  Thatcher  abolished  the  “We  are  going  to  win  thfo 
lmk  with  annual  earnings  in  argument  because  the  logic  is 


PHOTO  ILLUSTRATIONS:  ROGER  TOOTH 


1980. 

Civil  servants  are  costing 
options  to  see  if  pensions  next 
year  could  rise  by  more  thaw 
inflation.  But  such  a decision 
could  mean  unpopular  moves 
such  as  abolishing  the  £1Q 
Christmas  bonus  or  the  extra 
25p  a week  for  the  over-80s,  or 
raising  National  Insurance 
contributions  for  those  earn- 
ing over  £23,000  a year. 


unanswerable.  We  cannot  go 
on  robbing  pensioners." 

She  said  it  was  vital  to 
return  to  the  principle  of  link- 
ing annual  upratings  of  pen- 
sions to  the  movement  of 
earnings.  "It’s  the  only  way  to 
give  pensioners  a share  of  ris- 
ing national  prosperity." 

Baroness  Hollis  of 
Heigham,  social  security  min- 
ister.  told  the  BBC  the  Gov- 


Mmisters  could  fece  a prob-  emmenfs  review  would  con- 
tain in  April  when  next  year’s  sider  all  options  for 
pensions  rise  depends  on  Sep-  improving  pensioners’  condl- 
temher’s  inflation  figures  — tions,  but  added:  “There  is  a 


Working  inequalities  will  stretch 
to  the  grave,  30-somethings  are 
warned.  Chris  Mihill  reports 


ever,  that  some  of  the  baby-  clout  - so  now  is  the  time  to  will  have  a profound  effect  on 
boomers  have  never  had  a begin  the  debate  about  the  the  standard  of  living  in 
full-time  job,  while  for  many  kind  of  bid  age  they  will  ex-  retirement  - with  the  effects 
the  1980s  become  the  time  of  pect  in  the  21st  century  and  of  the  1960s  recession  being 


the  Yuppie. 


“Individualism  rather  than  provide  for  it" 


how  they,  and  society,  win  foil  for  decades  to  come. 


Jump  this  way, 
Jagger  urged 


which  are  expected  to  be  above 
3 per  cent.  This  is  0.5  per  cent 
more  than  the  Government 
has  budgeted  for  and  will 
mean  raiding  the  reserves, 
which  are  already  heavily 


problem.  If  you  restore  the 
link  with  earnings,  and  there- 
fore spend  half  a billion  extra 
in  the  forthcoming  year  on  an 
increase  for  everybody,  then 
everybody  gets  it,  including 


More  women  of  this  genera- 


IT  IS  2026  and  Noel  Gal- 
lagher has  just  opened  his 
third  comeback  tour  at 
the  revamped  Blackburn 
Hippodrome;  William 
Hague,  foreign  secretary  in 


collectiveness  was  the  hall-  The  report  points  to  two  I Hon  are  working  than  in  pre- 


Maria  Evandrou,  who  edit-  mark  of  the  decade,  the  birth  peaks  in  the  past  60 


ed  the  King's  Fund  Policy  In- 
stitute report;  said:  “The  new 
millennium  elders,  nurtured 
on  the  megabyte,  micruShre 


period  witnessing  an  increas-  years,  but  says  the  resulting  most  are  part  tim*  and  © 
ing  polarisation  and  a widen-  children  experienced  very  dif-  central  ed  in  irregular  jobs, 
foe  gap  between  the  haves  ferent  societies.  The  first  Many  .women  will  be  sin; 
and  the  have-nots.  The  trend  peak  came  after  the  second  when  they  reach  ratirewiMi 


vious  generations  - however  to  become  patrons  of  chari- 
most  are  part  time  and  con-  ties  for  the  . . . more 


SOME  old  rockers  never  extra  £12  billion  for  the  NHS. 
die,  they  are  just  asked 


committed  to  providing  an  most  of  the  members  oT  the 
extra  £12  billion  for  the  NHS.  House  of  Lords." 


centrated  in  irregular  jobs.  - mature. 

Many  .women  will  be  single  The  original  Jumpin’ 

when  they  reach  retirement-  Jack  Flash,  Mick  Jagger 


and  media  imaging,  will  he  j towards  greater  inequality  world  war,  when  births  I divorced  or  unmarried  - and  (below),  aged  54.  has  been 


the  Portillo  cabinet,  has  pub-  more  discerning  consumers  win  be  a persistent  theme  reached  955.000  in  1946  and 


services.  - 

“Baby  boomers  themselves 


baby  boomers:" 


over  1 million  in  1947. 

The  birth  rate  then  de- 


Sally  Greengross,  director  rffoeri  until  a boom  through. 


or  pension  plans. 

The  60s  generation  will  ex- 


Ushed  his  memoirs;  and  Sally  of  leisure,  health  and  welfare  throughout  the  lives  of  the  over  1 million  In  1947.  portunity  to  build  up  savings 

Gunnell  has  been  appointed  services.  . baby  boomers."  The  birth  rate  then  de-  or  pension  plans, 

patron  of  the  National  Osteo-  "Baby  boomers  themselves  Sally  Greengross.  director  rfmed  until  a boom  through.  The  60s  generation  win  ex- 

porosis  Society.  need  to  realise  their  own  po-  of  Age  Concern,  said:  “This  out  the  1960s,  with  annual  perimce  a generally  healthy 

For  many  of  the  baby  tentmlin  shaping  their  future  study  Is  a wake-up  can  to  births  remaining  above  old  age,  but  sooner  or  later 

boomer  generation  - born  to  retirement  prospects.  If  they  today’s  thirty-somethings,  -900,000  each  year  between  mnstwill  need  help  with  prao- 

the  1960s  - life  as  pensioners  choose  to  exercise  their  dec-  who  are  already  half-way  to  1061  and  1971,  with  the  peak  tieal  things  like  shopping, 

will  be  fulfilling,  healthy  and  toral  muscle  with  one  voice,  retirement  They  win  have  occurring  to  1964  whenever  a There  wffl  be  a large  commu- 

nnandally  secure.  But  for  no  future,  government  .would  drastically  different  expecta-  million  babies  were  bom.  nlty  of  heavily  dependent 


many  win  have  tacked  the  op-  approached  to  become  the 
portunity  to  build  up  savings  new  inspiration  for  Brit- 


ain’s 50-somethings. 

Jagger  would  join  a dls- 


need  to  realise  their-  own  po-  of  Age  Concern,  said:  "This  out  the  1960s,  with  annual  perience  a generally  healthy  tingnlshed  llne-np  of, 
tetoial  in  shaping  their  future  study  Is.  a wake-up  can  to  births  remaining  above  old  age,  but  sooner  or  later  widnkHes  who  have  become  I How  yesterday's  Guardian  broke  the  pensions  story 


retirement  prospects.  If  they  today’s  thirty-somethings,  900,000  each  year  between  most  wfflneedbdp  with  prao  patrons  for  Age  Resource, 

choose  to  exercise  their  dec-  who  are  already  half-way  to  1061,  and  1971,  with  the  peak  tical  things  like  shopping,  the  “youth  wing”  of  charity 

toral  muscle  with  one  voice,  retirement  They  win  have  occurring  to  1964  whenever  a There  wffi  be  a targe  cammu-  Age  Concern. 


others  there  will  be  loneli-  be  wise  to  Ignore 


Rolling  Stones, 


ness,  poverty  and- a tack  of 
family  or  social  services  to 
care  for  them,  a report  pub- 
lished today  predicts. 

People  like  Gallagher. 

Hague  and 'Gunnell  will  □ The  1960s  baby  boomers  number  almost  10  million, 
change  the1  &o&  Of  agefog  to  □ Peakyeaf  for  births  was  l964^averamflliohbd)iesbpnL 
the  2020s -and  beyond*  says  □ Baby  boomers  canexpecttosurvlve  well  into  retirement  age 
Age  Concern.  — 65  plus.  Mm  can  expect  to  Uvea  further  21  years  after 

But  the  report  - by  seven  retirement  and  women  a further  25  years, 
social  scientists,  health  policy  □ By 2021  the  number  of  people  over  the  current  retirement  age 
analysts  and  gerontologists  - will  be  17  million,  increasing  the  share  of  the  “grey  vote"  to  34 
warns  there  will  be  increased  percent— up  from  24  percent  today. 

inequality,  though  the  gen-  O In  1991  there  were  fewer  than  30  people  of  pensionable  age  for 
eration’s  “social  muscle”  every  100  of  working  age.  By 2031  the  ratio  win  be  60-100. 
could  also-  radically  affect  D 2025  wffl  see  lj  million  more  60^4  year-olds  than  1995. 
how  the  elderly  are  perceived  □ Twdvepercwit  afwomen  and  18  percent  of  men  from  the  60s 
and  treated.  . generation  will  not  have  married  or  cohabited  by  age  50  (com- 

It  points  out  that  by  2028  a pared  vrifo  5 and  9 per  t»nlraspertiveiy  Tor  people  born  in  1947.) 
third  of  the  population  will  be  □ Among  baby  boomers  who  do  many,  agreater  proportion 
over  60,  and  because  they  than  previously  will  divorce  or  separate.  (Around  18  per  cent  (rf 
have  been  used  to  making  wmnen  and  15  per  cent  of  men  born  to  1961  had  already 
consumer  choices  they  are  witnessed  the  break-up  of  their  marriage  by  the  age  oT30.) 
going  to  be  more  demanding  D It  is  predicted  that  21  per  cent  of  baby-boom  women  will 
than  today's  pensioners.  remain  childless. 


tions  ofold  age  to  today's  pen- 1 The  report  highlights  the  older  people  seeking  residen-  whose  hits  included  Not 


Ms  Evandrou  warns,  bow- 1 sinners  and  more  political  ] fret  that  employment  history  foil  care  or  help  at  home. 


10m  bulge  heading  into  retirement 


By  2020,  it  is  predicted,  ] next  month. 


Fade  Away,  start  a US  tour 


Highs 'and: Lows' 

Annual  births,  mflSona,  UK  1931-94 


inequality,  though  the  gen- 
eration’s “social  muscle” 
could  also-  radically  affect 
how  the  elderly  are  perceived 
and  treated. 


consumer  choices  they  are 
going  to  be  more  demanding 
than  today's  pensioners. 


31' 41  ’51  *61 ' 7V  81'  91 
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there  will  he  six  retired  Jaggeris  a 
people  to  every  10  of  working  to  comment, 
age  - compared  with  - 1991’s  ‘ 

three  to  iOxatio..  Elderly 
people  who  caanot  pay  miay 
face  poor  quality  services 
with  residential  homes  be- 
coming “care  warehouses”, 
says  the  report 
The  authors  point  to 
changes  In  the  temfty,  with 

more  people  living  alone,  as  af- 
fecting care  in  the  community. 

Some  baby  boomers  may  have 
to  care  for  their  parents  and 
their  grandparents. 

Babyboomers.  Ageing  iri  foe 
21  st  Century,  edited  by  Maria 
Evandrou,  Age  Concern 
England,  Astral  House,  1268 
London  Road,  London  SW16 
4ER.  £14.95. 


Jagger’s  agents  declined 


Short  finds  an  ally 
in  Mandelson  over 
‘silly  dome’  bother 


Dmdd  Heneke 
Waetmhftar  Cwnres pendant 

CLARE  Short,  the  acci- 
dent-prone cabinet  min- 
ister, and  Peter  Mandel- 
son, the  man  she  once 


has  rhungprf  and  the  whole 
Cabinet  is  now  folly  support- 
ive of  the  millennium  project, 
which  is  going  to  be  a tremen- 
dous success." 

Both  comments  refer  to  a de- 
cision on  June  19  when  the 
Cabinet  approved  a revamped. 


described  as  one  of  the  “people  populist  version  of  the  project 
in  the  dark,"  united  yesterday  and  Tony  Blair  visited  the  site, 
to  blame  “sloppy  and  dishon-  He  said  the  new  scheme  would 
est  Journalism”  for  getting  her  have  to  pass  the  “Euan  test"  — 


into  trouble  over  the  contro- 
versial Millennium  Dome. 

Ms  Short  was  in  trouble  yes- 
today  after  describing  the 


be  exciting  enough  to  meet  the 
approval  of  his  13-year-old  son. 

But  mischievous  sources 
said  200  people  attending  a 


Bosnian  Serb  power  struggle  deepens 


dome  as  a “silly,  temporary  meeting  at  the  Commonwealth 
building”  in  an  interview  she  Institute  on  June  26  — seven 
gave  before  the  election  to  a 17-  days  after  the  Cabinet  gave  the 
year-old.  It  is  published  in  the  go-ahead  for  the  £750  million 
latest  edition  of  Cafod,  the  project  — remembered  some- 
Catholic  overseas  aid  maga-  thing  else. 


Nato  troops  uncover  illegal  arms 
held  by  police  loyal  to  Karadzic 


said  2,500  illegal  arms  were  ] los  Westendorp,  the  top  inter-  j thorities,  the  IPTF  [interna- 1 rival  forces  also  Intimidated 


ztoe. 

“How  much  better  than 


discovered,  including  gre-  national  mediator  for  Bosnia,  tional  police  task  force]  has  judges  who  ruled  against  Mrs  some  silly,  temporary  building 


“What  better  celebration  for 
the  millennium  that  a commit- 
ment to  abolish  world  pov- 


in  Greenwich  is  a commitment  erty."  Ms  Short  told  the  inter- 


K»m  Coleman  In  Sarajwo 
and  Reuter  ' 


stations  ami  a police  acad-  trucks. 


nades,  rocket-launchers,  pis-  They  discussed  findings  of  a commenced  the  process  of  Plavsic's  decision  to  dissolve  in  Greenwich  is  a commitment  erty."  Ms  Short  told  the  inter- 

tols  and  sub-machine  guns,  search  of  the  town’s  main  restm during  foe  police  to  the  Bosnian  Serb  parliament  to  weak  with  other  countries  to  national  audience,  adding  as 

The  weapons  filled  three  police  station  last  Sunday,  meet  with  standards  expected  last  month  and-  hold  fresh  eliminate  abject  hunger,  which  an  aside:  “Far  better  than 


which  uncovered  evidence  of  I in  a democratic  society."  said 


emy.  They  discovered  huge  Western  officials  said  a widespread  telephone  tapping  the  UN  police  spokesman, 

caches  of  illegal  weapons,  tense  stand-off  developed  of  citizens  in  Banja  Luka,  in-  Liam  McDowell 


which  threaten  to  tnfinwM*  the  when  some  police  officers  eluding  Mrs  Plavsic. 


It  is  now  clear  that  forces 


UNDR8DS  of  British  j feud  between  Mr  Karadzic,  refused  to  leave  their  build-  A Western  official  said  loyal  to  Mr  Karadzic  have 


troops  from  the  Nato-  the  ex-president  and  Indicted 
led  peace  force  (S-  war  criminal,  and  Mrs  Plav- 


■ ■For)  surrounded 
police  stations  ha  the  northern 
Boa  Jan  town:  of  Banja  Luka 


war  criminal,  and  Mrs  Plav-  death.  But  they  surrendered 
sic.  and  destabilise  the  Day-  their  guns  five  minutes  before 


ing  and  vowed  to  fight  to  the  I transcripts  of  conversations  been  involved  in  a huge  cam- 


elections. 

The  ruling  triggered  a 
stand-off  between  the  two 
rival  police  tactions  in  the  Re- 
publika Srpska. 

One  of  the  judges  who  sup- 


we  could  do.”  she  told  the 
magazine. 

But  Ms  Short  said  yesterday: 


building  some  dome." 

This  statement,  remarkably 
similar  to  her  pTe-election 


“This  story  results  Aran  sloppy  comment,  was  confirmed  by 
and  dishonest  journalism.  The  an  aide  yesterday.  He  ex- 
interview  took  place  well  be-  plained  that  perhaps  Ms  Short 


between  Mrs.  Plavsic  and  for-  paign  to  spy  on  Mrs  Plavsic  ported  Mrs  Plavsic  was  fore  the  election.  Obviously,  I when  she  made  that  aside,  was 


ton  peace  accord. 
Tanks  rolled 


yesterday.  In  support'  of  the  j streets  at  €L30am  and 


an  ultimatum  expired. 

The  arms  find  confirmed 
suspicions  that  police  , op- 


Bosnian  Serb  President  Bil- 
iann  Plavsic’s  attempt  to  assert 
authority  over  her  hardline 
rival.  Radovan  Karadzic. 


in  combat  gear  stood  watch  I posed  to  Mrs  Ptavsic  may 


with  their  weapons  poised. 

The  UN  police  wanted  to 
carry  out  Inspections  and  they 


have  been  about  to  take  demands  that  the  rest  of  the  I work  based  in  Pale,  outside 


action  against  her. 


police 


■ The  decision  to  mount  yes-  investigated. 


The  troon^  including  a I asked  S-For  toprovide  secu-  terday’s  operation  was  taken  “We  have  widened  the  web  country  are  under  way  with 

*n“  ireops,  lauuutu*  “H  , , , , .a«.  MW  THnmla  luM  nHriii  1 nf  ran-  lniw^l«Hnnc  In  tru  I tin  final  anal  of  nomriJfitelv 


number  of  Czech  companies, 
were  providing  back-up  for 
United  Nations  officials  who 
took  control  of  four  police 


and  citizens  who  support  her.  beaten  up  the  day  before  the  support  the  Government's  de-  still  recovering  from  the  shock 
After  the  raids,  Karadzic  ruling  and  received  hospital  rfsinn  and  that  has  never  been  of  the  cabinet  decision  to  go 
loyalists  lashed  out  at  Mrs  treatment  indoubt”  ahead  with  the  dome. 

Plavsic  nrwi  Nato  through  Mrs  Plavsic  has  been  fight-  Mr  Mandelson,  the  dome  But  Mr  Mandelson’ s office 
their  official  television  net-  ing  for  months  to  gain  control  secretary,  gave  his  support  to  picked  it  up  at  the  time  and 
work  hawi  in  Pale,  outside  of  the  security  apparatus  run  Ms  Short  yesterday  while  tour-  demanded  to  know  why  she 
Sarajevo.  by  hardliners  loyal  to  Mr  ing  a steel  works  near  Bolton  had  departed  from  her  pre- 

“Actions  to  destablise  the  Karadzic.  involved  in  the  millennium  pared  comments.  Luckily  for 

country  are  under  way  with  The  international  oommu-  project.  both  of  them  there  were  no 

the  goal  of  completely  nlty  is  determined  to  support  “Sbe  fs  not  rocking  the  boat  “sloppy  and  dishonest”  jour- 


eign  officials  were  also  found  and  citizens  who  support  her.  beaten  up  the  day  before  the 
infoe  building.  After  foe  raids,  Karadzic  ruling  and  received  hospital 

After  the  discoveries,  the  loyalists  lashed  out  at  Mrs  treatment 
international  nranwnn-iity  de-  Plavsic  and  Nato  through  Mrs  Plavsic  has  been  fight- 
cided  to  support  Mrs  Plavsic’s  their  official  television  net-  ing  for  months  to  gain  control 


Sarajevo. 

“Actions  to  destablise  the 


Karadzic. 

The  International  oommu- 


both  of  them  there  were  no 
“sloppy  and  dishonest”  jour- 


ritv  “ said  Lieutenant  Cotanel  after  Mre  Plavsic  held  crisis  of.  war  Investigations  to  to-  foe  final  goal  of  completely  nfry  is  determined  to  support  “She  is  nrt  rocking  the  boat  sloppy  and  disbonesr  jour- 

MUa?  Wright  of  the  British  talks  on  Tuesday  evening  dude  all  police  fedUties’ in  destroying  it,"  Serb  television  Mrs  Plavsic's  attempts  to  nd  Her  c^nments  were  made  be-  nalists  preset  to  report  H and 

wjth'RobertGelbard.  the  Banja  Luka.  Responding  to  said.  foe  Bosnian  Serb  police  of  fore  the  election.  The  Govern-  cabinet  collective  res  pons  i- 


division  in  Banja  Luka. 


S-Fbr  sources  in  foe  town  \ United  States  envoy,  and  Car- ) the  request  of  Banja  Luka  an- 1 Western  diplomats  say  1 corruption. 


meat  has  Changed,  the  project 


cabinet  collective  responsi- 
bility remained  intact. 
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4 BRITAIN 


Asylum-seekers  being  taken  from  the  detention  centra  at 
Eldllngton  after  yesterday’s  riotby  detainees 

Powder  keg 
immigrant 
camp  hit 
by  riots 


Riot  police  outside  Campfield  House  Detention  Centre  yesterday  after  protests  by  inmates  erupted 


Duncan  Campbell 
Crime  Correspondent 


About  so  asyium- 
seekers  held  at  a se- 
cure hostel  in 
Oxfordshire  rioted 
yesterday  when,  a detainee 
was  removed  to  prison.  Cam- 
paign groups  involved  with 
asylum-seekers  said  such  dis- 
turbances were  inevitable  un- 
less the  conditions  under 
which  people  were  held  were 
improved. 

The  disturbance  at  Camps- 
field  House  Detention  Centre 
in  Kidlington  started  at 
around  6.30am  when  about  25 


News  in  brief 

Death  linked 
to  BSE  beef 

THE  death  of  a 19-year-old 
trainee  chef  from  a new  vari- 
ant of  the  brain  disorder 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob’s  disease 
was  linked  with  eating  BSE- 
infected  meat,  the  Doncaster 
deputy  coroner,  Fred  Curtis, 
said  yesterday.  He  recorded  a 
verdict -of  misadventure  on 
Matthew  Parker,  who  died  in 
hospital  on  March  23. 

The  verdict  came  on  the 
day  the  newly-formed  Fam- 
ilies Association,  comprising 
relatives  of  victims,  launched 
a campaign  to  rename  the 
new  variant  strain  of  CJD  as 
Human  BSE.  The  verdict  was 
welcomed  by  Mr  Parker’s 
family.  His  mother.  Doreen, 
said:  "We  are  going  to  Down- 
ing Street  next  Tuesday, 
which  would  have  been  Mat- 
thew’s 20th  birthday,  to  pres- 
ent a petition  calling  for  a 
public  inquiry." 

Widow  wants 
murder  charges 

THE  widow  of  an  aid  worker. 
Pastor  Michael  Pollard,  who 
died  in  a robbery  in  Hungary 
has  condemned  a decision  not 
to  bring  murder  charges 
against  his  attackers.  Jo  Pol- 
lard, aged  55,  who  was  badly 
injured  in  the  attack,  said  yes- 
terday at  home  in  Baiidon, 
West  Yorkshire:  "These  men 
have  committed  a crime  and 
need  to  pay  for  that  crime.” 

Hungarian  police  say  the 
three  young  men,  who  have 
made  written  confessions,  are 
likely  to  face  charges  of  fatal 
injury  or  aggravated  assault. 
An  inquest  was  opened  and 
adjourned  in  Bradford  yester- 
day, pending  further  tests  as 
to  the  cause  of  death  after  a 
pathologist  said  Mr  Pollard 
may  have  had  a heart  attack. 

Tougher  vetting 
for  locums 

ALAN  Milbum,  the  Health 
Minister,  yesterday  issued 
new  guidelines  on  employing 
locum  doctors  in  hospitals. 
There  have  been  Incidents 
over  the  past  two  years  which 

have  raised  concern  over  vet- 
ting of  temporary  doctors,  in- 
cluding a serious  sexual  as- 
sault by  a surgeon  on  a child. 
The  code  Is  designed  to  safe- 
guard patients  withstronger 
assessment  and  recruitment 
procedures.  — Chris  MihiU 

Police  seek 
paint  hoaxer 

POLICE  In  Edinburgh  are 
looking  for  a man  in  his  40s 
who  calls  himself  Steven  and 
has  persuaded  a number  of 
women  to  allow  him  to  cover 
them  in  paint  on  the  pretence 
that  they  will  appear  as  stat- 
ues in  a festival  fringe  out- 
door performance. 

One  woman,  a student  aged 
21,  agreed  to  go  to  a bed-sit  to 
be  painted  with  her  clothes 
era,  but  fled  when  she  became 
suspicious.  She  had  to  go  to 
hospital  to  remove  the  house- 
hold gloss  and  emulsion  paint 
he  splashed  on  her. 

Correction 

THE  renovation  of  the  world’s 
only  surviving  human  tor- 
pedo, featured  in  yesterday’s 
Guardian,  was  carried  out  by 
apprentices  from  Teesside 
Training  Enterprise  and  not 
the  Teesside  TEC  as  stated. 


of  the  200  inmates  protested 
against  the  removal  of  one  of 
their  number. 

About  25  others  joined  in 
and  a tire  broke  out  in  the 
library  area  causing  consider- 
able damage,  according  to 

Thames  Valley  police. 

Another  120  detainees  were 
then  taken  from  the  camp  by 
bus. 

Among  those  detained  in 
the  unit  are  asylum-seekers 
from  Nigeria,  India,  Zaire.  Co- 
lombia and  Algeria. 

Two  officers  from  Group  4, 
which  handles  security  tor 
the  unit  were  injured  in  the 
disturbance. 

About  100  police  officers. 


including  mounted  police, 
dog-handlers  and  officers  in 
riot  gear,  surrounded  the  pe- 
rimeter fence.  A police  heli- 
copter monitored  the  scene. 

A spokesman  for  Group  4 
said  that  by  last  night  a group 

of  40  to  50  asylum-seekers 
remained  In  the  general 
association  area.  He  said 
others  had  been  moved  out  of 
the  area  by  die  Immigration 
Service. 

"There  is  no  stand-off  or  ag- 
gression," the  spokesman 
said. 

Dr  Evan  Harris,  the  Liberal 
Democrat  MP  for  Oxford  West 
and  Abingdon,  in  whose  con- 
stituency Campsfield  is  sited. 


said:  “These  problems  occur 
because  Britain  is  detaining 
tor  too  many  people." 

The  policy  of  detaining 
asylum-seekers  cost  £20-£3ti 
million  a year  and  did  not 
work,  he  said. 

“The  present  situation  — 
detainees  being  removed  to 
cells  in  Birmingham  without 
notice,  and  hordes  of  bored 
and  depressed  detainees  mill- 
ing around  in  detention  cen- 
tres without  adequate  access 
to  help  or  advice  — is  a recipe 
for  disaster."  Dr  Harris  said. 
"Campsfield  is  a powder- 
keg." 

Asylum-seekers'  support 
groups  yesterday  suggested 
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that  such  riots  were  inevita- 
ble unless  the  Government 
acted.  Yesterday  was  the  fifth 
such  protest  in  recent 
months.  Three  months  ago. 
there  was  a rooftop  protest  at 
the  centre. 

Alasdalr  Mackenzie  of 
Asylum  Aid  said:  "The  in- 
mates don’t  know  why  they're 
there  or  how  long  they're 
there  for,  and  that  creates  a 
tension  which  can  lead  to  an 
explosion  from  time  to  time.” 

Inmates  had  no  adequate 
method  of  dealing  with  com- 
plaints. he  said.  There  was  no 
procedure  as  existed  within 
the  Prison  Service  for  the 
handling  of  grievances. 


Youth 
dies  in 
cliff 
jump 


I “There  needs  to  be  some 
| sort  of  legal  and  judicial  over 
sight  of  detention.”  said  Mr 
Mackenzie.  At  present,  de- 
tainees were  locked  up  on  the 
word  of  a junior  immigration 
officer  of  the  rank  of  a police 
constable,  he  said. 

The  burden  of  proof  was  on 
the  detainee  to  prove  why 
they  should  not  be  held  rather 
than  on  the  Immigration  Ser- 
vice to  justify  their  detention, 
he  said. 

Teresa  Hayter,  of  the  Cam- 
paign to  Close  Campsfield, 
said:  “It’s  a result  of  a sense  of 
desperation.  They  are  imprls 
oned  without  time  limit  and 
without  charge.” 


Peter  Hethertngton 
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Teenagers  in  wetsuits  jump  off  the  cliff  at  Frenchman’s  Bay. 


PHOTOGRAPH:  PETS}  COUJNS 


RESCUE  services  on 
Tyneside  yesterday 
warned  of  the  dangers 
of  a new  teenage  craze,  cliff 
jumping,  after  the  death  of  a 
15-year-old. 

Neil  Nicholson  was  found 
In  a wet  suit  face  down  in  the 
sea  below  50  ft  cliffs  near 
Marsden  Rock,  a tourist  spot 
at  South  Shields- . 

Onlookers  suggested  that 
teenagers  in  wet  suits  were 
jumping  from  cliffs  around 
the  time  of  the  accident  on 
Tuesday.  But  last  night  police 
said  they  were  unclear  how 
the  youth  died. 

Peter  Collins,  a National 
Trust  warden  who  lives 
nearby,  said  of  the  cl  iffy 
"These  are  dangerous  places 
and  should  not  be  used  as  a 
playground.”  Emergency  ser- 
vices were  alerted  when  a 
friend  of  the  youth  flagged 
down  a passing  motorist  An 


Neil  Nicholson,  aged  15: 
died  after  cliff  fall 

inshore  lifeboat  was  launched 
and  the  youth  was  pulled  out 
of  the  water,  but  he  was  dead 
on  arrival  at  hospitaL 
Northumbria  police  said 
last  night  that  inquiries  were 
continuing  and  a report 
would  be  prepared  for  the  cor- 
oner. A spokesman  said: 
'This  tragedy  reminds  people 
of  the  need  to  be  carefuL.. 
sometimes  youngsters  are  not 
so  aware  of  the  danger.” 

A local  police  inspector, 
Alan  Richardson,  added: 
“Our  understanding  is  that 
two  15-year-old  boys  were 
playing  on  the  cliff  edge  when 
one  lost  his  footing  and  felL 
Because  It’s  a bit  rough  up 
there,  it  would  appear  that  he 
struck  bis  head  on  the  way 
down  and  went  unconscious 
into  the  water.” 

Several  youths  yesterday 
spoke  of  the  "buzz”  from 
jumping  into  die  sea  from 
South  Shields.  Others  ap- 
peared content  to  go  “body 
surfing”  In  wet  suits. 


Treasury  to  pay  Labour  legal  bill 


David  Honcfce 

WtefanlMlwCorrwponJwit 


Taxpayers  are  foot- 
ing the  bill  to  defend 
the  Government  Chief 
Whip,  Nick  Brown, 
against  legal  action  from  a 
friend  of  the  suspended 

Labour  MP.  Bob  Warping. 

The  latest  twist  in  Labour’s 
troubles  caused  the  long  de- 
lay in  announcing  the  suspen- 
sion of  Tommy  Graham  the 

MP  for  Renfrewshire  West 
and  other  leading  figures  in 
Paisley  on  Tuesday. 

Ministers  wanted  to  be  cer- 
tain that  statements  issued  by 
Mr  Brown  and  Tom  Sawyer, 
general  secretary  of  the 
Labour  Party,  were  legally 


watertight  because  the  Trea- 
sury did  not  want  to  pay  any 
further  bills  for  what  could  be 
seen  as  an  internal  party  mat- 
ter. Only  the  decision  of  Mr 
Graham’s  solicitors  to  issue  a 
statement  allowed  the  an- 
nouncements to  go  ahead. 

The  dispute  surrounding 
the  Chief  Whip  follows  com- 
ments he  made  in  a letter  to 
Sir  Gordon  Downey,  the  Par- 
liamentary Commissioner  for 
Standards,  complaining  about 
Mr  Wareing,  MP  tor  Liver- 
pool. West  Derby,  not  declar- 
ing his  shareholding  In  an 
Anglo-Russian  company. 

In  the  letter,  Mr  Brown 
accused  Metta  Trading  Inc, 
the  firm  concerned,  of  sanc- 
tion breaking  and  being  a 
front  for  Ihe  Serbs.  “The  com- 


pany was  covered  by  a UN 
sanctions  order  and  was  be- 
lieved to  be  a front  organisa- 
tion for  the  Bosnian  Serb 
regime,  whose  leading  mem- 
bers are  wanted  by  the  inter- 
national community  for  trial 
as  war  criminals  ” 

Sir  Gordon  upheld  the  com- 
plaint — which  will  lead  to 
Mr  Wareing  being  suspended 
from  Parliament  for  seven 
days.  But  he  concluded  the 
company  was  never  con- 
trolled by  persons  connected 
with' Serbia  and  Montenegro 
for  the  purpose  of  UN  sanc- 
tions, as  the  DTI  had  already 
accepted.  He  added:  “I  have 
seen  no  evidence  to  suggest 
that  Metta  was  a front  organi- 
sation for  the  Bosnian  Serbs.” 
As  a result,  Zoran  Tanric,  the 


one  Yugoslav  director  of  the 
company,  has  sent  a solicitor's 
letter  from  Peter  Garter  Rude  to 
the  chief  whip,  demanding  a 
public  apology  or  that  be  face 
court  action.  The  Treasury  So- 
licitor is  acting  for  the  minister 
tn  toe  case.  Mr  Tancufs  lawyers 
claim  Mr  Brown’s  letter  is  not 
covered  by  E^rliamemary  privi- 
lege. It  only  received  privilege 
when  the  report  on  Mr  Wareing 
was  published  by  Parliament 
last  month. 

Mr  Wareing  is  also  angry 
about  Mr  Brown's  comments. 
T am  still  very  annoyed  about 
them  but  haven’t  the  money  to 
sue  myself  What  Mr  Tancic 
has  done  is  up  to  him,”  be  said 
yesterday. 

Mr  Brown  is  not  comment- 
tog  on  the  matter. 


Facing  legal  action:  Labour 
Chief  Whip.  Nick  Brown 


Dewar  seeks  clean  start  on  Scottish  poll 


Lawrence  Donegan 
and  John  Aril  doe 


LABOUR  sought  to  isolate 
its  troubles  in  Paisley 
from  the  devolution 
campaign  yesterday  by  insist- 
ing the  party’s  candidates  tor 
the  proposed  Scottish  parlia- 
ment would  meet  the  “highest 
standards  of  integrity  and 
conduct”. 

Officials  confirmed  the 
party  was  imposing  strict 
controls  on  candidate  selec- 
tion. with  all  applicants  being 
vetted  by  a panel  of  Labour 
grandees  who  “had  no  per- 


sonal interest  In  becoming 
members  of  the  parliament”. 
Constituencies  would  then 
only  be  allowed  to  chose  a 
candidate  from  the  approved 
list  "This  will  cut  out  the 
backbiting  and  malice  which 
has  marred  selection  contests 
for  Westminster  in  the  past,” 
one  official  said. 

And  as  Scottish  Secretary 
Donald  Dewar  insisted 
Labour  was  committed  to 
"open  and  honest  govern- 
ment" it  emerged  that  party 
officials  were  seeking  candi- 
dates who  have  never  before 
been  involved  In  politics. 

“A  new  parliament  will 


mean  a new  era  in  politics  in 
Scotland  and  1 am  determined 
the  Labour  Party  will  rise  to 
the  challenge,"  Mr  Dewar 
said  at  the  launch  of  the  par- 
ty’s campaign  for  a "yes-yes” 
vote  at  the  September  31 
referendum. 

There  was  relief  among 
Labour  officials  that  24  hours 
had  passed  since  the  suspen- 
sion of  Renfrewshire  West 
MP  Tommy  Graham  without 
fresh  allegations  emerging 
from  Paisley  politics.  Some 
insisted  the  party  would  be 
able  to  campaign  unencum- 
bered by  allegations  of  sleaze. 

But  the  scandal  surround- 


ing the  suicide  of  the  Paisley 
South  MP  Gordon  McMaster 
has  damaged  the  pro-devolu- 
tion campaign,  with  oppo- 
nents claiming  a Scottish  par- 
liament will  be  “Paisley  on  a 
grand  scale”. 

The  anti-devolution  Think 
Twice  group  will  unveil  a 
poster  campaign  today  which 
uses  pictures  of  the  two  Scot- 
tish MPs  suspended  by 
Labour  in  recent  weeks,  Mr 
Graham  and  Mohammed  Sar- 
war.  and  asks  “Can  You  Face 
a Scottish  parliament?” 

Mr  Dewar  said:  “The  last 
few  days  have  strengthened 
my  resolve  to  ensure  there  is 


no  hiding  place  in  our  party 
for  those  who  foil  to  meet  the 
highest  standards  of  integrity 
and  conduct 

“The  efforts  of  the  rest  ma- 
jority of  Labour  Party  mem- 
bers must  sot  be  undermined 
by  conduct  which  has-  every- 
thing to  do  with  narrow  self- 
interests  and  nothing  to  do 
with  the  principles  for  which 
Labour  stands.  Out  of  the  trou- 
bled and  sad  events  of  the  last 
few  weeks,  I am  determined 
the  party  will  emerge 
reformed,  strengthened  and 
ready  to  forge  a near  Scotland." 
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Assaults 

cost 
the  Met 
£80,000 


Police  deny  liability  over  men 
who  were  set  on,  then  set  up 


DtmcwCanpM 
Crime  Correspondent 


THE  Metropolitan 
Police  yesterday 

paid  a-  total  of 
£80,000  to  three  men 
who  a court  heard 
were  beaten  up  and  then 
falsely  prosecute!  by  officers 
who  are  still  serving.  The  offi- 
cers falsified  cases  against  the 
men  after  assaulting  them. 
Central  London  county  court 
wastoM. 

The  first  Incident,  which  in- 
volved Timothy  Murphy,  now 
33.  and  John  Racz.  now  37. 
took  place  in  June  1991.  The 
men  were  in  a pub  in  Notting 
Hill,  west  London,  at  11 .30pm 
when  officers  entered  to  clear 
it.  Mr  Murphy  told  police  be 
was  waiting  for  his  wife  who 
worked  at  the  pub  and  there 
was  a confrontation  during 
which,  according  to  a state- 
ment read  out  In  court,  offi- 
cers swore  and  told  the  men 
they  would  be  arrested  if  they 
did  not  leave  the  area. 

As  the  men  moved  off  Mr 
Racz  shouted  “wankers"  at  a 
departing  police  car.  Soon 
afterwards — according  to  the 
statement  agreed  by  the  Met 
and  lawyers  for  the  men  — 
Mr  Murphy  was  grabbed  by 
the  throat  by  an  officer  who 
asked  “where’s  the  mouthy 
cunt  with  the  moustache?”  — 
a reference  to  Mr  Racz. 

Mr  Murphy  was  punched, 
had  his  head  hit  on  the  ground, 
was  handcuffed,  dropped  on 
his  face  and  told  he  was  under 
arrest  for  obstruction.  Mr  Racz 
was  also  arrested.  Mr  Murphy 
was  admitted  to  nearby  St 
Mary’s  hospital  suffering  a 
testicular  haematoma. 

According  to  the  statement, 
police  officers  then  “mali- 
ciously fabricated  a false  ac- 
count of  the  circumstances 
. . . They  put  It  forward  to  jus- 
tify their  own  unlawful  con- 
duct. knowing  the  defendants 
were  innocent  of  the  relevant 
offences.”  Four  officers 
repeated  on  oath  their  false 
accounts  at  Marylebone  mag- 
istrates' court  in  December 
1991,  the  court  heard.  Both 
men  were  acquitted. 

In  a separate  case  in  April 
1989,  Mark  Thomas,  now  27, 
was  at  a demonstration  in 
west  London  over  the  death  of 


a man  in  a police  chase.  The 
agreed  statement  says  Mr 
Thomas  was  punched  and 
kicked  by  officers  who  also 
fabricated  an  account  of  the 
events,  claiming  he  threat- 
ened to  kill  them.  He  was 
charged  with  affray  and  as- 
sault but  acquitted  in  March 
1990  when  the  Judge  at 
KnUfotsbrldge  crown  court 
told  the  jury  be  did  not  have  u 
case  to  answer. 

All  the  officers  concerned 
denied  liability.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  also  denied  liability  in 
all  three  cases,  but  offered  a 
total  of  £80.000  in  satisfaction 
of  the  claim.  The  police  will 
also  pay  costs. 

The  judge  in  yesterday's 
case,  Mr  Justice  Caiman,  said 
the  men  were  clearly  vindi- 
cated by  toe  agreed  statements. 

After  the  case,  the  solicitor 
for  the  three  men,  Fiona  Mur- 
phy. sal±  '"These  men  chose 
to  pursue  civil  claims  against 
the  police  rather  than  rely  on 
the  discredited  police  com- 
plaints process.  It  was  the 
commissioner's  responsi- 
bility to  investigate  their  alle- 
gations and  take  appropriate 
action  against  the  officers. 

“On  the  contrary,  he  con- 
tinues to  deny  liability,  has 
refused  to  apologise  and  has 
taken  no  action  against  the  of- 
ficers who  continue  to  serve 
In  the  police  force.** 

Mark  Thomas,  a commu- 
nity worker  who  was 
awarded  £30,000,  said  his  ad- 
vice to  others  in  the  same  sit- 
uation was  to  proceed  with 
actions  against  the  police 
regardless  of  the  length  of 
time  it  took.  "1  would  say  - 
have  patience,  have  faith, 
have  courage.”  -* 

Mr  RaaL  who  was  awarded 
£20,000.  said  the  events  had 
changed  his  attitude  to  the 
police.  Mr  Murphy,  who  was 
awarded  £30.000,  said:  "We've 
had  no  apology,  which  is  a 
disgrace.  Does  the  money 
compensate  for  being  held 
down  and  kicked  to  pieces?" 

A Scotland  Yard  statement 
said  none  of  the  men  had  made 
a complaint  to  the  police. 

Last  year,  the  Met  settled  190 
civil  actions  against  than  at  a 
cost  of  £950.000.  A total  of 
£1,529,000  damages  was 
awarded  against  the  police  in 
civil  actions  that  went  to  triaL 


Staff  patience  wears  thin  as 
rail  company  bans  black  bras 


Gary  Younga 


A Fl'ER  the  wrong  kind  of 
/Vsnow  on  the  track  and 
leaves  on  the  line  comes  a 
new  complaint  from  rail 
bosses  — the  wrong 
coloured  bras  on  women 
employees. 

The  French-owned  Con- 
ner South  Central’s  ban  on 
female  staff  wearing  black 
bras  was  lambasted  as 
“outrageous”  yesterday  by 
the  main  rail  union,  the 
KMT. 

But  managers  said  they 
were  determined  to  persist 
with  their  strict  dress  code 
that  women  must  wear 
white  or  flesh-coloured 
underwear.  They  also 
reserved  the  right  to  carry 
out  Inspections  and  would 
send  any  employee  wearing 
the  wrong  colour  under- 
wear home  to  change. 

“Black  might  show 
through  the  blouse.  We 
have  a uniform  we  can  be 
proud  of  and  that  projects 
the  right  image,”  said  Con- 


nex  spokesman  David 
Ewart.  “Unnatural”  hair 
colours  were  also  unaccept- 
able as  was  brightly- 
coloured  nail  varnish. 

It  is  not  the  first  time  the 
company,  which  runs  one 
of  the  busiest  commuter 
routes  from  London  to  the 
south  coast,  has  found  Itself 
aesthetically-challenged. 

Connex  came  in  for  criti- 
cism from  staff  and  the 
RMT  earlier  this  month 
over  the  design  of  new  uni- 
form hats,  which  some  em- 
ployees said  made  them 
look  foolish. 

The  KMT  said:  “It  is  out- 
rageous for  the  company  to 
be  seeking  to  determine  the 
type  or  colour  of  individual 
employees*  underwear. 

“Talk  of  spot  checks  con- 
jured up  visions  of  supervi- 
sors leering  at  female  em- 
ployees which  is  totally 
unacceptable.” 

The  company  insists  the 
new  rule  will  be  applied 
with  equal  rigour  to  both 
sexes-  So  Union  Jack  boxer 
shorts  are  also  out  ' 


Motown  fans  spring  marketing 
coup  to  bring  back  soul  classics 


crauonaiy 


A COLLECTION  of  rarely 
heard  Tamla  Motown 
songs,  featuring  artists  like 
Marvin  Gay  e and  Frank  Wil- 
son. are  to  be  released  after  a 
10-year  campaign  by  two  avid 
soul  fans. 

Chris  King  and  Jim  Stewart 
refused  to  take  no  for  an 
answer  when  they,  ap- 
proached Polygram,  the 
owners  of  Motown,  almost  de- 
cade ago.  asking  for  the  re- 
cords to  be  released. 

Their  persistence  has  led  to 
the  release  of  This  fa  North- 
ern Soul,  featuring  24  tracks 
from  Marvin  Gaye,  Gladys 
Knight  and  Frank  Wilson. 

Mr  King,  a CD  supplier 
from  Swanley,  Kent,  and  Mr 
Stewart,  a DJ  from  Notting- 
ham, hope  to  market  12,000 
copies  of  the  compilation 


album,  so  as  to  ensure  a 
second  album  of  equally  rare 
songs  will  be  released.  An- 
other 66  rare  songs  are  still  to 
be  “freed”  by  Polygram  and 
could  feature  on  the  second 
album. 

The  pair  estimate  fans 
would  have  to  pay  about 
£40.000  to  privately  assemble 
a similar  collection  from  orig- 
inal and  Individual  record- 
ings of  the  songs.  The  collec- 
tion contains  Brenda 
Holloway’s  i960  song  R«w»; 
alder,  Frank  Wilson’s  Do  I 
Love  You?,  Marvin  Gayes 
Love  Starved  Heart  (19651. 
and  three  tracks  by  Gladys 
Knight,  Including  It’s  Too 
Late  For*  You  and  Me  (1966). 

Mr  Stewart  said:  “We  asked 
Polygram  on  numerous  occa- 
sions with  no  Joy.  They 
obeyed  a directive  from  Mo- 
town, who  were  loath  to  issue 
the  back  catalogue.” 
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boot  into 
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SUPERMARKET 

chains  are  to  launch 
their  fiercest  chal- 
lenge to  brand-name 
fashion  and  de- 
signer goods  by  offering  huge 
discounts  on  trendy  clothing. 

Tesco  today  begins- selling 
Adidas  sportswear  at  prices 
up  to  40  per  cent  cheaper  than 
traditional  sports  shops  and 
says  it  will  stm  make  a profit 
The  German' company  has 
refused  to  supply  the  super- 
market because  its  stores  are 
not  “the  right  environment" 
for  its  products,  so  Tesco 
bought  £2  million  of  its  goods 
from  American  -wholesalers 
instead. 

The  supermarket  recently 
sold  30,000  pairs  of  Levi  jeans 
in  eight  days  ' in  a similar 
stunt,  knocking  up  to  £25  off 
high  street  prices. 

Its  campaign  was  backed  by 
rivals  Aida,  which  has  its 
own  feud  with  fragrance  com- 
panies, as  the  Government 
and  Office  for  Fair  Trading 
threatened  to  intervene 
against  selective  distribution 
by  well-known  brands. 

Other  stores  locked  out  of 
supply  deals  because  they  are 
considered  too  downmarket 
are  bound  to  follow  the  super- 
market lead  as  competition 
escalates. 


John  Gfldersleeve,  Tesco’s 
commercial  director,  said; 
“Adidas  are  bad  sports.  Far 
too  long,  the  brand  manufac- 
turers have  argued  against 
supplying  Tesco  because  we 
do  not  fit  certain  image 
requirements.  In  reality  this 
allows  brands  to  preserve 
high-profit  margins." 

The  company  added  later: 
"We  are  able  to. buy-in  bulk 
and  still  have1  ? heathy  mar- 
gin. It  demonstrates  how 
over-the-top  prices  are  in  the 
High  Street."  Cnatomers 
wanted  to  see  well-known 
brands  on  offer  in  clothing  de- 
partments, just  as  they  did  on 
the  food  shelves. 

Adidas,  wrong-footed  In  the 
publicity  race,  said  it  encour- 
aged customers  “to  purchase 
Adidas  products  through  au- 
thentic sports  retail  channels. 
Adidas  is  a quality  brand, 
making  huge  investment  into 
the  technology  necessary  for 
the  development  of  perfor- 
mance products.  By  shopping 
in  the  right  environment, 
consumers  will  be  given  ex- 
pert advice  and  support  at  the 
point  of  purchase." 

Asda  has  undtfeut  well- 
known  fragrance  companies 
by  buying  “on  the  grey  mar- 
ket", but  pharmaceutical  and 
vitamin  companies  forced 
them  to  restore  higher  prices 
after  court  actions.  It  also 
sells  books  cheaply. 

“We  are  quite  pleased  Tesco 
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Adidas  foot  wear. . . Tesco  is  selling  it  at  prices  up  to  40  per  cent  cheaper  than  at  specialist  shops  photograph:  oAvrostunoE 


has  done  this,"  said  a spokes- 
man. “We  have  to  go  to  unau- 
thorised suppliers,  which  are 
erratic.”  Its  own  label  health- 
care brands  made  money  de- 
spite huge  price  differences 
compared  with  major  brands 
— the  equivalent  of  Anadin 
paracetamol  cost  24p  for  24 
tablets,  against  a brand  price 

of  £1.72. 

The  Superdrug  chain. 


which  also  fought  a long  cam- 
paign over  fragrances,  has 
now  reached  agreement  with 
some  companies,  such  as 
Yves  Saint  Laurent,  Givenchy 
and  Creative  Fragrances, 
after  introducing  separate 
counters  and  specially 
trained  supervisors.  A spot 
check  on  two  examples  yes- 
terday indicated  higher  I 
prices  than  at  Asda.  j 


Nigel  Griffiths,  consumer 
services  minister,  said:  “I 
want  to  cut  artificially  high 
prices  for  the  British  cus- 
tomer. Selective  distribution 
hits  the  pockets  of  the  poorest 
most  hard,  i have  urged 
retailers  to  challenge  these  1 
high  prices.” 

The  Office  of  Fair  Trading 
said  more  complaints  were 
made  about  sports  goods  than 


in  other  areas.  It  had  asked 
retailers  to  notify  them  of 
supply  problems. 

The  OFT  is  also  preparing  a 
case  to  take  to  the  Restrictive 
Practices  Court;  which  could 
end  the  exemption  of  medica- 
ments from  rules  which  for- 
bid price-firing  The  Euro- 
pean Commission  is 
reviewing  other  rules  on  sup- 
ply of  fragrances. 


Hospital  trust 
fined  £4,000  in 
landmark  case 


BBC  destroys  Sixties  TV  classics 


A HOSPITAL  trust  was 
yesterday  fined  £4.000 
in  a landmark  case  over 
breaches  of  health  and  safety 
regulations.  „ 

The  Swindon  and  Marlbor- 
ough NHS  Trust  admitted  a 
stogie  charge  before  magis- 
trates In  Swindon,  Wiltshire, 
who  imposed  the  fine  .after  a 
two-hour  hearing;  They  also 
ordered  the  Swindon-based 
trust  to  meet  Tull  prosecution 
costs  of  £1,720. 

The  case  followed  a routine 
inspection  by  Health  and 
Safety  Executive  inspectors 
last  September. 

The  prosecution  was  the 
first  to  be  brought  by  the  HSE 
without  a specific  accident 
having  occurred.  The  investi- 
gation concentrated  cm  risk 
management  systems  rather 
than  Individual  instances  of 
alleged  breaches. 

In  the  wake  of  the  hearing 
it  was  revealed  that  the  HSE 
Is  planning  a blitz  of  40  NHS 

trusts  throughout  Britain. 

Specialist  teams  of  inspectors 
will  review  their  risk  man- 
agement arrangements  over 
the  next  year  mid  officials 
have  warned  thatfurther 
prosecutions  could  follow 
over  breaches 

The  Swindon  trusts  chief 
executive,  David  Fokora.gave 
a ‘guilty  pksa  to  the  stogie 
charge  before  the 
ySeroay.  He  was  toWbythe 

bench  chairman:  con- 

sider thrice  has  been  a funda- 
mental failure  of  the  trust  to 


ensure  that  adequate  systems 
were  in  place  and  enforced. 
We  are  concerned  this  placed 
undue  risk,  in  particular  on 
members  of  staff  and  also  for 
patients  and  members  of  the 
public." 

■ The  magistrates  had  been 
told  by  Matthew  Lee,  prose- 
cuting, that  the  single  charge 
reflected  the  lack  of  effective 
management  systems.. He 

stressed  that  there  was  no  in- 
cident of  accident  or  fll-health 
concerned  in  the  charge, 
which  followed  the  inspec- 
tors’ visit  to  the  trust.  It  has  a 
budget  of  £69  million. 

The  Swindon  trust  was  one 
of  the  last  ' wave  of  health  au- 
thorities formed  in  1993/94.  It 
employs  more  than  3,000 
people. 

Anne  Bevan.  solicitor  for 
the.  trust,  said  it  “deafly 
regretted"  the  situation  giv- 
ing rise  to  the  case.  She 
stressed  that  the  hospital  had 
taTf»n  enormous  strides  in  im- 
proving the  areas  identified 
by  the  inspection. 

She  stressed  that  the  new 
trust  had  taken  a conscious 
decision  to  prioritise  clinical 
risk  management  to  benefit 
patients  in  the  fece  of  finan- 
cial shortages. 

A spokeswoman  for  the 
National  Interest  Group  — a. 
medalist  advisory  arm  of  the 
HSE  — wdd  a-  idling  pro- 
gramme of  inspection  was  al- 
ready in  operation  to  visit  40 
NHS  trusts  throaghout  tbe 
next  year. 


Vhrafc  Chaudhary 

NOT  only  were  they  a 
testament  to  great 
British  comedy,  but 
they  were  also  taking  up 
lots  of  shelf  space  and  were 
a lot  less  Interesting  than 
the  news. 

Up  to  21  editions  of  Not 
Only . . . But  Also,  the  clas- 
sic 1960s  comedy  show  star- 
ring Peter  Code  and  Dudley 
'Moore,  are  believed  to  have 
been  wiped  dean  by  BBC 
staff  at  the  request  of 
^management 
^ ftarry  Thompson,  Cook’s 
biographer  — who  de- 
scribed the  move  as  an  “un- 
believable example  of  cul- 


tural vandalism*’  — has 
claimed  that  tapes  contain- 
ing the  shows  were 
replaced  by  recordings  of 
news  programmes  some-  j 
time  between  1970  and 
1974. 

Mr  Thompson  said  that 
Cook,  who  died  in  January 
1996  aged  57.  had  Offered  to 
pay  for  new  tapes  to  save 
some  of  his  classic  sketches 
from  being  erased,  and 
even  offered  to  store  them 
in  his  own  house. 

He  added:  “The  BBC  de- 
. strayed  most  of  Ms  best 
work  to  save  shelf  space. 
He  begged  them  to  give  him 
the  tapes  but  they  said  ‘Oh, 
no,  we  can’t  do  that.’ . 

“It’s  impossible  to  find 


ont  who  did  it.  Either  no- 
one  knows  or  no-one  wants 
to  say. 

Mr  Thompson,  whose  bi- 
ography of  Cook  Is  pub- 
lished today,  said  the  BBC 
took  its  decision  becanse  it 
thought  news  was  a lot 
more  interesting'  than 
comedy.  He  added: 
“Comedy  wasn’t  considered 
Important  but  news  was. 
They  needed  the  space  and 
staff  were  ordered  to  wipe 
them.” 

According  to  Mr  Thomp- 
son only  three  tapes  sur- 
vived after  a BBC  producer 
made  recordings  of  them 
before  destroying  them.  : 
Those  are  the  ones  used  by 
the  BBC  when  showing  | 


some  of  Cook  and  Moore's 
best  sketches.  “It  is  one  of 
the  biggest  acts  of  cultural 
vandalism  ever  seen.  It’s 
astounding,  especially  as 
he  [Cook]  begged  them  not 
to  do  it,"  he  said. 

A BBC  spokesman  said: 
"At  the  time,  the  pro- 
grammes were  recorded  In 
the  studio  and  the  tape's 
principal  purpose  was  for 
transmission.  It  was  up  to 
the  programme  producers 
to  Choose  what  happened  to 
tt. 

“If  anyone  has  any  tapes 
from  that  time  we  would 
love  to  hear  from  them  and 

take  them  back  into  the  ar- 
chive. A compilation  of  the 
programmes  exists.” 


Mother  of  1 4-year-old  knew  of  pregnancy,  says  hospital 


Kamsl  Ahmed , - - 

VHE  hospital  at  the  centre 
■ I of  a row  over  patient  con- 
fidentiality has  denied  that  it 
refused  to  tell  the  parents  of  a 
14-year-old -girl  that  she  had 

secretly  glvm  birtfa. 

Ipswich  NHS  Trust  said 
that  the  mother  of  the  girl, 
who  cannot  be  named  for 
htpai  reasons,  had  been  made 
^ware  that  her  daughter  was 
pregnant  and  had  miscarried. 

The  hospital  found  itself  at 
the  centre  of  criticism  after  it 
was  reported  yesterday  that 
doctors  had  enforced  rales  on 
patient  confidentiality  and 
toot  told  the  parents,  even 
though  the  girl  was  under  16. 

“We  felt  that  we  bad  to  set 
the  record  straight.”  said 
Brian  WebsdeH,  Chief  execu- 


tive of  the  Ipswich  trust 
There  was  spronlaffon  that 
flhte  hospital  had  treated  a 
minor  without  the  knowledge 
or  consent  of  the  parents. 
That  speculation  was  totally 
unfounded. 

“When  the  girl  came  to  the 
hospital  she-  was  accompa- 
nied by  her  mother,  who  was 
present  while  the  girl’s  medi- 
cal history  was  discussed  and 
during  the  diagnosis  that  the 
girl  had  miscarried  or  was 
miscarrying.” 

He  mid  that  the  mother  had 
consented  to  ter  daughter 
undergoing  minor  surgery. . 

The  row  developed  after  a 
coroner’s  inquest  was  told  on 
Monday  that  the  girl  had  gone 
to  the  hospital- after  giving 
birth  to  a stillborn  baby  in 
her  bedroom. 

In  a statement  the  girl  said 


that  she  had  wrapped  the 
baby’s  body  in  a plastic  bag 
and  thrown  it  In  the  river 
near  her  home  on  a mnncil 
estate  in  Ipswich. 

The  inquest  was  told  that 
the  girl  had  not  told  her 
mother  that  she  was  preg- 
nant. It  was  believed  that  the 
stillbirth  was  not  discovered 
until  three  weeks  later  when 
police  found  the  baby's  body 
in  the  river  and  approached 

rtiB  family 

The  coroner  recorded  a ver- 
dict that  the  baby  was 
1 stillborn. 

When  first  asked  about  the 
case,  Ian  Scott,  medical  direc- 
tor at  the  hospital  suggested 
that  the  girl’s  condition  was  a 
confidential  matter  between 
ter  and  her  doctor. 

“She  was  treated  here  Ilka 
any  other  patient”  he  told  the 


Daily  Mail.  Pressure  groups 
immediately  criticised  the 
hospital 

Mr  Websdell  launched  an 
Inquiry  at  the  hospital 
following  the  reports.  “When 
Ian  Scott  was  contacted  on 
Monday  afternoon  he  did  not 
have  the  Information  at  his 
fingertips  and  was  talking  in 
general  terms,”  he  said. 

Ipswich  police  said  that 
they  were  not  reopening  their 
investigation  into  the  case, 
despite  the  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  girl’s  Statement  and 
i the  hospital’s. 

“The  family  are  ordinary 
people,”  said  Detective  In- 
spector NevULe  Farthing,  who 
led  the  investigation.  “Some 
of  them  are  not  going  to  get  a 
handful  of  0 levels,  that 
might  explain  why  there  is 
this  so-called  difference.” 
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No  dodging  Germany’s  draft  debate 


Ian  Traynor  in  Bonn 


THE  German  mili- 
tary began  a £3  mil- 
lion campaign  this 

week  to  persuade 
the  country’s  youth 
of  the  pleasures  of  life  in  the 
forces. 

Not  so  much  a recruitment 
drive  in  a country  where  ser- 
vice is  compulsory,  the  glossy 
magazine  adverts  and  televi- 
sion spots  are  aimed  at  bol- 
stering the  image  of  the  mili- 
tary, and  offsetting  growing 
calls  for  a revolutionary 
change  in  the  way  German 
defence  is  organised. 

As  Europe  moves  away 
from  conscription  towards 
fully  professional  armed 
forces,  the  future  of  the  Ger- 
man draft  looks  shaky 


■The  politicians  keep  say- 
ing military  service  has  to 
stay.  It  doesn’t  really  matter 
what  they  say.  Conscription 
has  no  future  in  Germany” 
says  Berthdd  Mayer,  an  ana- 
lyst at  a Frankfurt  security 
and  foreign  policy  institute. 
Leading  figures  In  the  Free 

Democrats,  the  junior  partner 
in  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl’s 

coaUtion,  have  created  a rum- 
pus by  calling  the  draft  an 
anachronism,  and  the  rank 
and  file  are  to  be  consulted  on 
its  abolition. 

The  debate  leaves  Gfinther 
Voss,  aged  27,  an  unemployed 
engineer,  in  two  minds 
"I  refused  military  service 
because  I didn't  want  to  learn 
to  MIL  I don’t  want  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  military.  But  we 
still  need  an  army.” 

Like  roughly  half  of  those 


eligible  for  conscription,  he 

chose  to  do  18  months  of 
social  work,  helping  the 
handicapped,  instead  of  going 
into  barracks  for  10  months. 

But  Michael  Schrdder,  a 26- 
year-old  dentistry  student,  is 
glad  he  joined  an  ‘infantry 
regiment 

“Conscription  is  a good 
idea  and  we  should  keep  it 
We  don't  want  to  become  like 
America,  where  you  have  a 
professional  army  and  only 
certain  types  of  people  and 
people  from  certain  social 
join  Up." 

Mr  Schroder  voices  the  po- 
litical consensus,  prevalent 
since  1915,  that  conscription 
is  the  glue  that  attaches  the 
military  to  society:  a reaction 
against  the  experiences  of  the 
Nazi  years  and  an  older  tradi- 
tion  of  Prussian  militarism. 


French  plan  single  day  of  service 


THE  French  cabinet  yes- 
I terday  approved  the 
planned  reduction  of  com- 
pulsory military  service  to 
one  day,  but  said  the  arms 
budget  would  not  be  slashed 
to  cut  public  deficits. 

The  finance  minister, 
Dominique  Stranss-Kahn. 


But  the  consensus  Is  break- 
ing down.  Experts  agree  that 
for  social,  economic,  security. 
and  geo-political  reasons  the 
draft’s  days  are  numbered. 

“Conscription  can  no 
longer  be  justified.  The  cold 
war  is  over,”  says  Ulrich 
Finckh  erf  Germany’s  consci- 
entious objectors’  organisa- 
tion, which  each  year  deals 


pledged  more  than  F80  bil- 
lion (£8.1  billion)  for  pro- 
curement next  year,  about 
the  as  previous  years. 

The  military  service  plan, 
to  be  submitted  to  parHa- 
mentnext  month.  Is  part  of 
a programme  to  phase  out 
conscription-  — Renter. 


with  150,000  refusals  to  serve 
in  the  military . 

Gudnm  Kreft  of  the  federa- 
tion of  German  youth  chibs, 
which  claims  to  represent  up 
to  5 million  people  aged  16  to 
25,  says  that  most  youths  stdl 
back  the  idea  of  the  draft,  but 
that  support  is  waning. 

“Young  people  increasingly 
want  to  perform  voluntary 


services,  without  compulsion, 
but  the  scope  for  volunteer 
activities  Is  very  limited. 

We  need  better  regulation 
of  voluntary  and  compulsory 
tfntum  but  most  young  people 
are  sti&  against  a fully  profes- 
sional army.” 

Undo:  the  ambitious  de- 
fence minister  Volker  Rflhe. 
the  German  military  has 
changed  enormously  In  the 
lOPOft  At  unification  the  old 
West  German  Bundeswehr 
absorbed  the  East  German 
army,  but  manpower  was  cut 
from  almost  600,000  to  340,000. 

Taboos  were  breached  and 
constitutional  changes  en- 
acted to  enable  troops  to  be 
sent  abrred,  to  fire  their  first 
in  anpr  since  1945,  in 
Albania  and  Bosnia. 

Of  the  340J00.  150,000  are 
conscripts  whose  service  has 


been  cut  to  10  months.  The 
draft  is  lopsided:  40per  cent 
erf  conscripts  coma  man  the 
east,  which  has  9)  per  cent  of 

the  population. 

But  Mr  Kohl  and  Mr  ROihe 
have  set  themselves  firmly 
against  a purely  volunteer 
army,  arguing  that  it  would 
attract  "Rambos”. 

“There  is  a very  Wg  danger 

that  a professional  army 
would  very  quickly  become 
an  intervention  array,'*  ihe 
veteran  former  foreign  minis- 
ter Hans-Dletrteh  Genscber 
warned. 

Setting  out  his  vision  of  the 
German  military  as  the  bed- 
rock of  Europe's  defence  and 
security,  Mr  ROhe  has  come 
up  with  a novel  argument  to 
justify  the  draft. 

The  likes  of  France,  The 
Netherlands.  Belgium  and 


Spain  can  afford  to  abolish ' 
conscription,  he  say*,  because 
they  can  rdy  on.  the  German 
draft  v ftirntoh  a'&feOtt- 
strong  army  la  the  centre  of 
Europe. 

‘That’s  complete  ncasjpsa. 

1 can’t  see  u»  Mr 

Mayer  retons. 

“You  might  be  able  to  Jus- 
tify conscription  oa  wria} 
grounds,  but  no  longer  on.se. 
curlty  grounds;  A country  in 
the  middle  of  Europe  cent 
maintain  conscription  alone, 

“As  Nato  expands  and  con- 
ventional troops  redactions 
in  Europe  ro use  In.  the  Ger- 
man army  baa  to  be  reduced 
anyway  and  fir  you  cm  it 
much  further  there  can  be  no 
general  conscription.** 

Germany  will  soon  have 
Nato's  biggest  conscript 
army.  But  for  how  long? 


Socialists  plan  £3bn 
jobs  boost  for  young 


Paul  Webster  In  Paris 


PLANS  to  subsidise 
350,000  community  ser- 
vice jobs  for  young 
people  were  approved  by 
France’s  Socialist-led  cabinet 
yesterday,  despite  a warning 
by  President  Jacques  Chirac 
of  a top-heavy  public  sector. 

Marttne  Aubry,  the  labour 
minister,  announced  22  new 
work  categories,  from  family 
dispute  mediators  to  accident 
victim  counsellors,  which  will 
be  reserved  for  people  under 
26  or  the  long-term  unem- 
ployed under  30.  Eighty  par 
cent  of  the  cost  — up  to  £9,000 
a year  for  each  post — will  be 
paid  by  the  government  and 
the  rest  by  councils,  associa- 
tions, rharjties  and  voluntary 
business  contributors. 

Aft:  Chirac,  a Gaullist,  who 
has  criticised  the  government 
several  times  since  the  Social- 
ist general  election  win  on 
June  1,  told  the  cabinet  that 
state  subsidies  must  not  lead 
to  “massive  creation  of  per- 
manent public  sector  jobs”. 
He  believed  it  was  the  respon- 
sibility of  private  enterprise 
to  reduce  the  3.1  million  un- 
employment leveL 
The  president  had  to  hurry 
back  from  his  holidays  be- 
cause the  prime  minister,  Lio- 
nel Jospin,  had  advanced  the 
usual  post-summer  return  to 


political  business  by  more 
than  two  weeks. 

Ms  Aobry’s  plan  is  by  far 
the  most  original  leftwing  pol- 
icy for  many  years.  She  told 
journalists  that  an  estimated 
million  posts  could  be  created 
in  the  community  service  sec- 
tor. Yesterday’s  programme, 
on  which  parliament  will  vote 
next  month,  will  be  followed 
by  a meeting  with  unions  and 
employers  to  finance  a fur- 
ther 350,000  posts  in  private 
industry  to  ftilfil  Mr  Jospin’s 
election  pledge  to. find  work 
for  700,000  young  people  be- 
fore 2002. 

The  eventual  cost  to  the 
government  has  been  esti- 
mated at  about  £3  billion,  but 
the  urgency  has  been  under- 
lined by  figures  which  show 
that  28  per  cent  of  the  under- 
28s  have  no  work,  compared 
to  the  national  unemploy- 
ment average  afl2A  pa-  cent. 

Ms  Aubry  said  there  was  no 
question  of  inventing  cheap, 
secondary  posts,  since  the 
new  staff  would  be  paid  the 
minimum  wage  of  more  than 
£700  a month  and  would  bene- 
fit from  a five-year  contract 
and  promotion  prospects. 

The  minister,  who  has  al- 
ready experimented  in  creat- 
ing original  community  roles 
as  an  assistant  mayor  of  Lille, 
said  more  people  were  needed 
to  help  children  with  their 
schoolwork,  look  after  the 


aged,  increase  the  availability 
of  leisure  activities  and  pre- 
serve the  environment. 

Health,  housing,  judicial, 
security,  transport,  sports 
and  environment  advisers 
drew  up  a list  of  urgently 
needed  community  staff,  par- 
ticularly In  depressed  sub- 
urbs. Thousands  will  be 
recruited  as  foil-time  auxilia- 
ries to  the  police,  others  win 
be  offered  posts  such  as  advis- 
ing released  prisoners  and 
looking  after  the  families  of 
men  injafl. 

All  the  new  employees  win 
have  specific  tasks  paid  for 
and  defined  by  welfare  agen- 
cies, schools,  pension  funds, 
public  transport  companies, 
RhaHHes  and  voluntary  busi- 
ness contributors.  Among  file 
categories  are  multipurpose 

maintgnanrg  ugartia  respojt 

slide  for  small  painting  and 
plumbing  jobs  for  dependant 
people  and  mediating  agents 
to  arbitrate  on  minor  differ- 
ences between  neighbours. 

Heritage  agents  wfn  look 
after  tourist  and  cultural  fa- 
cilities, industrial  and  urban 
waste  agents  win  improve 
recycling  methods  and  guard 
waste  dumps.  Other  agents 
will  advise  on  juvenile  misde- 
meanours, proposing  alterna- 
tives to  custodial  sentences, 
while  some  staff  wDl  teach 
computer  operation  and  help 
the  handicapped. 


Ababacar  Diop  on  his  long  march  from  Provence  to  Paris  In  protest  against  confrised  French  immigration  law 
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Illegal  immigrant’s  paper-chase 
pounds  the  road  from  Provence 


Alex  Duval  Smith 

in  Auxerre  catches 
up  with  a foot-sore 
Senegalese  striking 
out  for  his  rights 

Ababacar  diop,  who 

Is  France’s  most  visi- 
ble illegal  immigrant, 
does  not  want  his  protest 
walk  from  Provence  to 
Paris  to  be  compared  to 
Gandhi’s  marches. 

“No  one  gave  Gandhi  cor- 
tisone for  his  swollen  an- 
kles.” he  said,  staring  down 
at  his  well-worn  shoes. 

But  in  other  respects  the 
Senegalese  national’s  21- 
day  walk  from  Avignon  Is 
as  liberating  for  him  as  for 
the  50,000  people  he  has 
come  to  represent  — immi- 
grants to  France  who  foil 
foul  of  a law  change  bn  1993 
and  have  found  themselves 
sans  papiers  (without  offi- 
cial papers). 

Mr  Diop,  aged  28,  arrived 
in  France  In  1988  and  was  a 
computer  engineer  for 
seven  years  before  he  lost 
the  right  to  work. 

On  Sunday  he  plans  to 
complete  his  440-mile  odys- 
sey through  the  heat  wave 
and  he  hopes  to  meet  the 


Pope,  who  will  be  visiting 
Paris.  Sunday  marks  a year 
since  police  stormed  the 
church  of  Saint-Bemard  in 
Paris,  where  Mr  Diop  and 
more  than  300  other  illegal 
Immigrant  10  of  them  on 
hunger  strike,  were  staging 
a sit-in. 

“Walking  frees  me  from 
the  constantly  nagging 
thought  that  L my  wife  and 
daughter  are  illegal.  We 
have  come  a long  way  since 
Saint-Bemard  but  we  are 
still  in  Umbo,  at  the  mercy 
of  tile  French  authorities,” 
he  said  yesterday  as  he 
reached  Auxerre,  94  miles 
south-east  of  Paris. 

The  dawn  raid  on  Saint- 
Beroard’s  church  — which 
involved  1,500  riot  police 
using  axes  to  break  down 
the  doors  — provoked  wide- 
spread revulsion. 

Soon  after  the  Socialist 
government  was  elected  in 
June,  the  sans-papiers  were 
told  they  could  apply  for 
one-year  renewable  resi- 
dents’ permits;  54.200,  have 
done  so  — almost  twice  as 
many  as  the  authorities 
had  estimated. 

But  Mr  Diop  and  his  26- 
year-old  wife  Alssatou,  who 
has  walked  part  of  the  way 
with  him,  are  sceptical  of 
the  government’s  commit- 
ment to  darifrtDg  immi- 
grants’ rights. 


He  .said:  “France’s  immi- 
gration legislation  was 
drawn  up  in  1945  and  has 
been  amended  24  times 
since  then,  to  the  point 
where  neither  the  bureau- 
crats nor  the  immigrants 
understand  it 
“The  new  government 
commissioned  an  indepen- 
dent report  bat  when  it 
was  published  last  month  it 
merely  recommended  a 
25th  amendment  We  are 


‘Hundreds  of 
people  have  seen 
me  along  the 
roads.  They  are  on 
holiday  but  I am 
making  them  think* 


Just  plunging  deeper  and 
deeper  into  confttston.” 

In  the  past  three  weeks, 
Mr  Diop,  wearing  pale  blue 
shorts  and  a white  pith  hel- 
met and  constantly  carry- 
ing his  mobile  phone,  has 
become  a familiar  sight  on 
the  roads  leading  to  Paris. 

“Wherever  we  have  sup- 
porters, we  have  organised 
public  debates  In  the  eve- 
ning. The  National  Front 


sent  a group  to  one  but  they 
were  booed  out,”  he  said. 

Last  night  Mr  and  Mrs 
Diop  and  their  daughter  Fa- 
too,  aged  three,  spent  the 
night  with  monks  near 
Auxerre. 

“The  support  has  been 
phenomenaL  We  have  had 
homeless  people  give  us 
food  and  water,  and  doctors 
offering  to  treat  us,”  be 
said. 

Mrs  Diop  was  not  walk- 
ing yesterday,  having  suf- 
fered her  second  collapse 
since  leaving  Avignon  on 
Augusts. 

There  were  only  half-a- 
dozen  people  to  greet  Mr 
Dlop  when,  nursing  a Sr 
inch  blister  on  the  top  of 
his  foot,  he  reached  Anx- 
erre  city  hall  yesterday. 

“It  does  not  matter,”  he 
sad.  “Hundreds  of  people 
have  seen  me  along  the 
roads.  They  are  on  holiday 
but  I am-  making  them 
think.  That  is  my  only  aim. 

“No  one  must  be  allowed 
to  forget  what  happened  at 
Saint  Bernard,  the  continu- 
ing need  for  proper  legisla- 
tion. and  the  men  who  were 
chloroformed,  taped  up  and 
flown  out  of  the  country. 

“There  were  314  of  us  at 
Saint  Bernard  and  fewer 
than  200  have  been  told 
they  may  be  allowed  to 
stay." 


World  news  in  brief 


ETA  threatens  further  political  killing 


ONE  month  aftoy  Basque 
separatists  shot  a city 
councillor,  triggering  nation- 
wide protests,  they  are  threat- 
ening to  km  another  politi- 
cian unless  be  leaves  the 
region. 

Joaquin  Pascal,  a socialist 
councillor  fin  the  northern 
city  of  Pamplona,  was  warned 
in  a letter  apparently  from 


the  separatist  group  ETA; 
"We  are  not  going  to  allow 
people  like  you  to  live  tran- 
quilly in  fills  greater  Basque 
region  you  try  to  destroy.” 

In  an  obvious  reference  to 
the  shooting  of  the  ETA  hos- 
tage Miguel  Angel  Blanco  last 
month  _ which  led  milllfmq 
of  Spaniards  to  danonstr&te 
against  the  separatists  — the 


letter  warned  of  measures 
that  “have  already  bad  strong 
results”. 

But  Mr  Pascal  yesterday 
said:  "X  was  bom  here  and  I 
am  not  moving,  no  matter 
bow  much  they  threaten.” 

ETA  has  killed  almost  800 
people  since  it  began  fighting 
in  1968  to  gain  independence 
for  the  Basque  region. — AP 


Cambodian  factions  battle  for  last  royalist  town 


FIGHTING  intensified  yes- 
terday between  Cambo- 
dian factions  claiming  (O  con- 
trol the  last  royalist 
stronghold  of  the  ousted 
prime  minister  Prince  Noro- 
dom Ranariddh. 

Smoke  could  be  seen  billow- 


ing from  O’Smachand  small, 
arms  fire  was  audible  on  the 
Thai  border,  which  skirts  the 
town,  as  government  forces 
loyal  to  the  second  prime 
minister,  Hun  Sen,  shelled 
file  town. 

Supporters  of  Prince  Ranar- 


iddh, reinforced  by  Khmer 
Rouge,  said  they  were  holding 
ground,  but  the  government 
claimed  to  have  taken  the 
town.  The  government  rein- 
forcements arrived  shortly 
after  20.000  refugees  fled  to 
Thailand.  — Reuter. 


Violence  mars 
talks  restart 

\ /EH1CLES  were  burnt  and 
V shots  fired  In  South  Afri- 
ca’s sprawling  Onilazi  town- 
ship yesterday  as  peace  talks 
between  the  African  National 
Congress  and  Ittkatha  Free- 
dom Party  resumed. 

The  police  said  gangs  tried 
to  prevent  workers  leaving 
the  blade  township,  near  Dur- 
ban. Up  to  8,000  l&katha  sup- 
porters  marched  on  the  pplfc® 
station,  claiming  that  officers 

had  been  harassing  them. 

Inkatha  broke  off  talks  two 
weeks  ago  after  former  in- 
katha  hit-squad  members,  be- 
fore the  Truth  Commission, 
implicated  party  leaders  i*1 
political  assassinations.  The 
commission  has  been  aecuseu 
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Trial  begins  despite  evidence  that  arms  dealer  tipped  off  authorities 

Gun-running  Briton  faces 
Indian  death  sentence 


Carodella  Galloway  from  Montserrat  waits  for  customs  officers  on  Antigua  to  clear  her  luggage  photograph;  coun  braley 


Volcano  island 
left  in  the  dark 


Richard  Nottoo-Taylar  - 

A BRITISH  arms  dealer 
will  appear  in  court 
in  Calcutta  today 
accused  of  supplying 
weapons  to  a militant  Hindu 
sect,  even  though  there  is  evi- 
dence that  he  tipped  off  the 
British  and  Indian  authori- 
ties about  the  operation. 

Peter  Bleach,  aged  45,  a for- 
mer army  jntaUigffncft  officer, 
who  has  been  held  , in  Calcut- 
ta’s Presidency  jail -for  more 
than  18  months,  is  charged 
with  “abetting  the  waging  of 
war  with  India",  an  offence 
which  carries  the  death 
penalty. 

He  was  arrested  in  Bombay 
in  December  1995  after  a 
plane  In  -which  he  was  travel- 
ling was  seen  dropping  crates 
of  arms  »nd  ammunition  over 
Parulia  in  West  Bengal 
India's  Central  Bureau  of 
Investigations  says  the  arms 
— 500  AK-47  Kalashnikov 
rifles,  250,000  rounds  of  am- 
munition, a dozen  rocket 
launchers  and  a hundred 
anti-tank  grenades  — were 
destined  for  the  Hindu  cult 
Ananda  Marga,  based  near 
the  drop  zone. 

According  to  a document 
seen  by  the  Guardian,  Mr 
Bleach  told  the  Ministry  of 
Defence  about  the  arms  deal 
in  August  1995,  four  months 


before  the  weapons  were  sup- 
plied. He  told  Colin  Alikins  of 
the  ministry's  defence  sales 
organisation-  that  com- 
pany, Aeroserve  UK,  had 
been  asked  to  supply  the 
weapons  in  "an  mfet  deal”. 

The  end  user,,  he  said,  ap- 
peared to  be  “an  insurgent 
group  in  India”. 

Mr  Bleach  offered  three  op- 
tions: he  could  abandon  the 
deal:  he  could  supply  the 
weapons  — he  claimed  that 
this  was  “not  put  forward  as  a 
serious  suggestion”;  or  the  In- i 
dian  authorities  could  be 
informed. 

He  says  he  told  the  police 
special  branch  in  North  York- 
shire, where  his  company 
was  based,  and  the  Metropoli- 
tan Police  special  branch, 
about  the  deal. 

The  police  and  the  MoD  say 
he  was  told  to  have  nothing 
more  to  do  with  the  plan.  Mr 
Bleach  strongly  Hwiiw  this, 
assuming  that  his  official 
British  contacts  wanted  to 
use  him  to  find  out  more 
about  the  operation,  and  to 
warn  the  Indian  government 

'It  is  not  at  all  true  that  I 
was  categorically  Instructed 
to  back-off,’’  he  told  the 
Metropolitan  Police  special 
branch  last  year.  “Rightly  or 

wrongly,  I was  left  with  the 

Impression  that  your  men 
were  not  particularly  con- 
cerned whether  or  not  a con- 


Peter  Bleach:  Former  army 
Intelligence  officer 

signment  of  arms  were  deliv- 
ered to  a remote  area  of  West 
Bengal." 

He  says  that  he  tried  on  his 
own  initiative  to  back  out  of 
the  deal,  but  by  then  it  was 
too  late.  After  he  was  arrested 
in  Bombay,  the  police  took 
files  from  his  Yorkshire 
home.  In  July  last  year,  20 
police  officers  took  papers 
from  the  London  flat  of  a for- 
mer girlfriend.  Jo  Fletcher. 

Mr  Bleach  says  he  was  orig- 
inally approached  by  a man 
who  called  himself  Kim  Davy, 
later  identified  as  Neils  Chris- 
tian, a Dutchman,  who  joined 


the  Ananda  Marga  in  1990. 
“Davy”  bought  a Russian  An- 
tonov AN-26  cargo  plane  from 
the  Latvian  state  airline. 

The  plane,  with  Mr  Bleach, 
“Davy”,  and  a crew  of  five  Lat- 
vian Russian-speakers,  took 
off  from  Karachi  on  December 
17 1995.  Mr  Bleach  says  he  was 
surprised  that  it  was  not  inter- 
cepted as  it  (massed  Indian  air 
space  on  its  way  to  Calcutta 
via  Purulia.  where  it  dropped 
the  arms. 

The  aircraft  then  flew  to 
Phuket  in  Thailand.  It  re- 
entered Indian  air  space  on 
December  21  and  landed  at 
Madras  to  refUeL  It  was  only 
as  it  flew  over  Bombay  on  its 
way  back  to  KnranM  that  it 
was  told  to  land. 

“Davy”  escaped  while  Mr 
Bleach  was  interrogated  by 
Indian  officials.  He  says  he 
gave  them  the  full  story. 

After  leaving  the  Intelli- 
gence Corps,  Peter  James 
Gifron  von  Kalksteln  Bleach 
— his  mother  is  a Prussian  — - 
worked  for  the  Rhodesian 
prison  service  and  In  South 
Africa,  before  returning  to 
Britain.  He  had  Close  links 
with  the  Conservative  Party 
and  with  Sir  Teddy  Taylor, 
MP  for  Southend  East. 

Sir  Teddy  said  yesterday  he 
had  always  found  Mr  Bleach 
truthful  “He  always  seemed 
to  be  involved  in  ftmny  things 
Goodness  knows  why.” 


Rkhvd  Norton-Tayfor 
and  Danrtd  F^rhafl 

Evacuation  of  those 

remaining  on  volcano- 
ravaged  Montserrat 
continued  at  a trickle  yester- 
day as  the  Government  was 
accused  of  stalling  on  its 
resettlement  programme. 

Amid  the  islanders  growing 
anger  about  their  uncertain 
future,  a few  of  the  4,000 
people  left  behind  were  taken 
to  temporary  accommodation 
on  neighbouring  Antigua  and 
Guadeloupe. . 

While  Whitehall  depart- 
ments haggled  over  the  cost  of 
resettling  them  on  the  Brit- 
ish-dependent territory, 
police  again  broke  up  a dem- 
onstration by  residents  pro- 
testing at  the  lack  of  informa- 
tion from  London. 

“We  want  to  know  what  is 
happening,”  shopkeeper  Ju- 
lian Romeo  said.  “My  friends 
from  all  over  the  United  King- 
dom and  everywhere  are  call- 
ing and  saying  that  Montser- 
rat is  being  evacuated,  and  so 
far  Montserratfans  know  ab- 
solutely nothing.”  . 

Officers  of  HMS  Liverpool, 
the  destroyer  coordinating 
the  arrangements,  said  every- 
thing was  being  prepared  for 
the  Royal  Navy  evacuation 
but  It  could  not  begin  until  a 
resettlement  package  had 
been  agreed  between  White- 
hall and  the  other  Caribbean 
governments  involved. 

In  a call  to  the  Guardian, 
Lieutenant  Chris  Carlisle  ac- 
knowledged that  people  were 
becoming  “very  frustrated" 
by  the  delay. 

Registration  would  begin 
today  at  a tented  reception 
area  set  up  by  the  warship’s 
crew  near  the  Little  Bay  Jetty 
at  the  northern  end  of  the 


island.  Movement  would 
begin  “in  the  next  two  or 
three  days",  when  the  ferry 
service  to  nearby  islands 
such  as  Antigua  would  in- 
crease to  eight  sailings  a day, 
carrying  about  450  people.  A 
catamaran  ferry  was  reported 
to  be  on  its  way  from  saint 
Martin,  which  would  increase 
the  daily  ferry  capacity  to  700 
people. 

The  volcano  was  “chunter- 
ingaway”  at  the  southern  end 
of  the  island,  Lt  Carlisle- said, 
depositing  a fine  ash  down- 
wind, though  nothing  like  the 
heavy  eruptions-  .which 
prompted  ffifi  .eyJKi^tion  de- 
cision. From  Liverpool’s  deck 
be  could  see  normal  white 
clouds  above  foe  Island,  only 
slightly  discoloured  by  ash.  ‘ 
White  Whitehall  spokesmen 
said  that  dare  Short,  the  In- 
ternational Development 
Minister,  would  make  an  an- 
nouncment  “in  two  or  three 
days”,  Jenny  Tonga,  her  Lib- 
eral Democrat  shadow, 
accused  foe  Government  of 
"dragging  their  feet”. 

She  added:  “The  people  of 
Montserrat  have  nothing  left 
and  need  assurances  that 
they  are  not  to  spend  years  in 
a refugee  camp  waiting  for 
something  to  happen.’-’  She 
said  the  people  of  Montserzrat 
were  British  subjects  and 
should  be  treated  as  such. 

About  1,400  Islanders  have 
come  to  Britain.sinca  the  vol- 
cano began  erupting  twoyears 
ago.  The  Home  Office  has 
relaxed  work  permit  restric- 
tions on  those  who  have  been 
able  to  afford  the  Jountey- 
Other  agencies,  including 
the  Department  of  Social  Se- 
curity, are  working  out  recep- 
tion arrangements  for  others 
who  want  to  settle  in  Britain. 

L— d—  comment,  page  8 
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From  21st  August, 

10  days  of  special  offers 
worth  celebrating 

Escort  Silhouette  3dr  ^ 

£10,595 


on  the  road 

• Power  assisted  steering 

• Sunroof  • Metallic  paint 

• Stereo  radkVcassetfce 

• Body  coloured  bumpers 

• 5dr  and  Estate  £10,995 


I ran  ian  MPs  back 
liberal  cabinet 


Escort  Chicane  3dr 

£11,495 

on  the  road 

• Power  assisted  steering 

• Electric  front  windows 
• Tailgate  spoiler  • Sunroof 

• Metallic  paint  • Alloy  wheels 

• 5dr  and  Estate  £11,995 


KthyEW , 

AFTER  two  days  of  acri- 
monious debate.  Iran's 
parliament  bowed  to  the 
wind  of  change  Wowing 
through  the  country  and  ap- 
proved a liberal-dominated 
cabinet  put  forward  by  foe 
new  president,  Mohammad 
Khatami 

Most  of  the  debate  involved 
the  appointment  of  AtaoUah 
Mohajeranl  as  cultural  affairs 
minister.  He  Is  a known  lib- 
eral with  contacts  in  the  intel- 
lectual community- 
Conservative  clerics  in  par- 
liament asked  Mr  Mohajeani 
whether  he  would  kill  Salman 
Rushdie  if  he  ever  met  him. 
He  was  also  accused  of  sup- 
porting the  establishment  of 
relations  with  Washington, 
and  encouraging  Western  in- 
fluences in  Iran. 

Mr  Mohajeranl  replied  by 
outlining  his  ideas  for  a new, 
tolerant  tetamte  entture. 

“I  disagree  with  almost  *& 
of  the  present  practices  in  the 
culture  mlnistry-w«hf^ 
protect  artist* i and  provjtea* 

Sj 

aid  a 

dom  for  Uranian  writers  ana 
medte  organisations-  _ 

His  department, .known ! as 
the  tetemte  guidance  minis- 
try, controls  social  tetoiour. 
women's  dress  and  all  media. 


Mr  Mohajeranl  condemned 
the  activities  of  the  unidenti- 
fied pressure  groups  thought 
to  be  responsible  for  arson- 
attacks  on  liberal'  bookshops 
and  magazine  offices  and  the 
harassment  of  - some 
professors.  . ^ . 

“Everyone  is  putting  their 
hopes  on  Mohajeranl  for  a 
relaxation  In  censorship  and 
an  end  to  the  ban  on  satellite 
television,”  said  Irfhn  Parvez, 
a senior  editor  with  the  Iran 
News  daily.  . 

“The  problem  is  whether  be  ■ 

wiil  he  able  to  fulfil  all  these 
expectations.”  ' 

Iranians'  hopes  for  a relax- 
ation were  reinforced  by  the 
approval  of  another  known , 
liberal.  Abdullah  Nouri.  as 
the  interior  minister. 

Changes  were  also  expected 
on  the  foreign  policy  front 
with  the  nomination  of  Eaniai 
Kbarrazi  as  foreign  minister. 
He  has  spent  most  of  his  aca- 
demic and  diplomatic  life  m 
the  United  States. 

There  were  also  expecta- 
tions. that  relations  with 
Europe  could  be  repaired. 
Relations,  with  European 
Union  countries  other  titan 
Greece  and  Italy  have  been 
poor  since  a Berlin  court 
accused  the  Iranian  leader- 
amp  of  involvement  in  the 
deaths  of  three  dissidents. 

“Tm  sure  - there  will  he 
changes,  because  everyone 
toows  lran  needs  Europe  and 
Europe  needs  Iran,  smd  one 

commentator . 


Escort  Right  3dr 

£11,495 

on  the  road 

• Power  assisted  steering 

• Electric  front  windows 

• Sunroof  • Metallic  paint 

• Central  double  locking 

• Passenger  airbag 

• 4dr,  5dr  and  Estate  £11,995 


Plus  0%  finance*  and 
free  insurance’  on  all  Escorts 

Carnival  must  end  August  31st,  so  visit  your  local  Dealer  now 
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THESE  HAVE,  as  Donald  Dewar  rightly 
says,  been  a “bruising”  hundred  hours 
for  Labour  in  Scotland.  As  the  party 
formally  launched  its  Yes- Yes  cam- 
paign — urging  a vote  for  an  Edinburgh 
parliament  and  another  to  grant  it  tax- 
raising  powers  — the  murk  of  Scottish 
socialism  has  only  got  darker.  Labour’s 
domain  north  of  the  border  has  been 
revealed  as  a netherworld  of  back- 
handers, vendettas,  and  occasional 
cruelty,  much  of  it  centred  on  the  rotten 
borough  of  Paisley.  The  Scottish  secre- 
tary's effort  to  crush  the  problem  are  to 
be  applauded,  so  far  as  they  go.  Suspen- ' 
sion  of  Tommy  Graham,  the  Renfrew- 1 
shire  West  MP  was  an  essential  first  j 
step,  as  was  the  establishment  of  an  | 
investigative  task  force.  For  the  No 
campaign,  the  troubles  triggered  by  the 
suicide  of  Gordon  McMaster  are  politi- ! 
cal  manna;  if  campaigners  had  scripted  ■ 
them,  they  could  not  have  served  their  | 
purposes  better.  The  devolutionists  are ! 
now  seeking  to  press  home  their  advan- 
tage with  a poster  showing  the  imallnr- 
ing  visage  of  Mr  Graham  beside  the 
slogan,  “Vote  Yes- Yes  if  you  want  more 
of  this.”  Their  claim  is  that  a Scottish 
Parliament  will  be  another  corrupt 
Labour  bastion,  only  with  more  public 
money  — Paisley  writ  large. 

This  could  prove  a powerful  argu- 
ment, and  the  Yes  campaign  should  be 
scared  of  it  Already  the  phone-in  shows 
from  Ayr  to  Aberdeen  are  buzzing  with 
callers’  fears  of  an  army  of  so-called 
“numpties”  getting  its  hands  on  a 
nation-size  budget  Nevertheless,  sup- 
porters of  devolution  should  insist  that 
the  poison  of  Paisley,  though  lamen- 
table, does  not  weaken  the  case  for  self- 
rule.  For  one  thing,  all  this  vileness 
took  place  under  the  current  Westmin- 
ster system,  wrought  by  members  of  the 
UK  parliament  not  the  proposed  Scot- 
tish one.  As  one  Paisley  voter  asked  .the 
Scotsman  yesterday,  who’s  to  blame?  — 
“This  parliament  that  hasnae  even  hap- 


The  new  menace  of  malaria 

The  struggle  needs  cheap  technology  on  a world  scale 


IT  IS  one  of  the  oldest’  of  diseases. 
Hippocrates  identified  its  different 
forms:  both  a chronic  and  acute  infec- 
tion with  periodic  paroxysms  of  chills 
and  fever.  Twenty-five  centuries  on, 
malaria  remains  one  of  the  world’s 
biggest  killers.  One  third  of  the  planet 
is  at  risk.  Over  300  million  cases  are 
reported  every  year.  Up  to  three  million 
die  every  year  — someone  every  12 
seconds.  Nine  out  of  ten  deaths  are  in 
Africa,  a majority  of  the  victims  are- 
children.  Yet  just  a few  decades  ago,  it 
looked  as  though  science  had  finally 
won.  One  hundred  years  ago  this  week, 
Italian  scientists  established  it  was 
mosquitoes  which  were  spreading  ma- 
laria as  they  fed  on  human  blood.  The 
parasites  which  they  release  multiply 
in  the  victim's  liver  before  spilling  into 
the  bloodstream  to  attack  red  blood 
cells.  Even  before  the  transmission  had 
been  documented,  medics  had  discov- 
ered the  effectiveness  of  quinine  from 
the  bark  of  the  cinchona  tree  in  treat- 
ment But  once  the  transmission  had 
been  identified,  two  separate  preven- 
tive avenues  became  available:  the 
elimination  of  the  insect  as  well  as  new 
drugs  to  combat  the  disease. 

The  first  insecticide  progammes  were 
begun  in  South  Africa  before  the 
Second  World  War.  A global  eradica- 1 
tion  programme  was  launched  by  the 
World  Health  Organisation  (WHO)  in 
1955.  Three  decades  ago  it  looked  as 
though  the  insecticide  war  had  tri- 
umphed. Malaria  had  been  eradicated 
or  dramatically  reduced  in  almost  40 


states.  Further  protection  was  provided 
by  drugs  such  as  chloroquine,  which 
did  not  kill  the  parasite  but  protected 
individual  patients.  But  then,  as  the 
threat  retreated,  insecticide  spraying 
became  more  controversial  and  bad  to 
compete  with  other  health  pro- 
grammes, and  the  effectiveness  of  chlo- 
roquine diminished  as  the  parasite’s 
resistance  to  the  drug  began  to  develop, 
malaria  began  to  spread  again.  There 
has  been  a sevenfold  increase  in  Sene- 
gal in  five  years  and  a tenfold  increase 
in  Europe  in  five  years.  In  the  next 
three  years,  WHO  estimates  there  will 
be  a worldwide  increase  of  16  per  cent 
Even  the  UK  now  records  about  2,000 
cases  a year  from  people  who  have  been 
overseas  with  up  to  12  deaths.  Theoreti- 
cally, even  people  who  do  not  travel  are 
at  risk  if  one  of  our  32  domestic  species 
of  mosquito  feeds  on  a person  who  has 
been  infected  overseas. 

Over  700  scientists  are  meeting  in 
India  this  week  to  examine  ways  of 
controlling  the  disease.  The  Malaria 
Foundation,  an  international  group 
launched  In  1992,  is  due  to  set  targets 
for  a reduction  in  the  disease  over  the 
next  ten  years.  Preventive  programmes 
remain  the  key.  In  Africa,  an  old  tech- 
nology is  proving  successful:  mosquito 
nets  impregnated  with  a new  quick- 
acting synthetic  insecticide.  The  net  not 
only  provides  a barrier  for  sleepers  but 
the  .insecticide  kills  the  mosquitos 
which  try  and  probe  through.  Even 
cheap  nets,  however,  cost  money.  Inter- 
national help  will  be  vital 


An  eruption  of  dithering 


Britain  must  help  Montserrat  without  any  more  delay 


THE  NEW  eruption  of  the  Soufriere 
Hills  volcano  on  Montserrat  should  not 
have  come  as  a surprise.  Only  half  of 
the  population  has  remained  since  19 
inhabitants  were  killed  in  June:  some 
refugees  have  been  crammed,  into  win- 
dowless tents  since  the  first  eruption 
two  years  ago.  Scientists  warned  years 
ago  that  the  island  faced  the  risk  of  a 
cataclysmic  explosion. 

Yet  it  was  only  late  on  Tuesday  that 
the  Foreign  Office  finally  managed  to 
produce  the  supreme  statement  of  the 
obvious  that  “the  volcano  is  becoming 
more  dangerous”,  while  Clare  Short 
praised  the  people  of  Montserrat  for 
being  “remarkably  stoical  and  calm”  — 
even  as  the  islanders  were  staging  a 
demonstration  which  was  broken  up  by 
the  local  police.  What  a commentary  on 
the  situation  that  those  who  lost  their 
homes  should  now  face  riot  shields! 

The  FO's  statement  says  very  care- 
fully that  Britain  is  “now  ready  to 


provide  assistance  with  the  transport 
costs  for  those  who  need  help.”  Those 
who  have  already  reached  Britain  paid 
their  own  way  and  even  now  the  details 
of  the  package  are  unclear.  The  island- 
ers must  wait  for  the  result  of  discus- 
sions between  the  Home  Office,  the 
Treasury,  the  DHSS  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  International  Development  — 
to  ensure,  as  the  FO  explained  yester- 
day, that  "all  the  departments  are  on 
board"  — before  Ms  Short  makes  a 
Anther  statement  The  displaced  island- 
ers who  remain  miserably  in  Montser- 
rat or  perhaps  are  already  “on  board” 
a ferry  to  Antigua,  are  entitled  tn'ask 
why  Whitehall  is  still  dithering.  And 
the  government  needs  to  make  It  abso- 
lutely clear  that  the  old  Home  Office 
hang-up  about  Immigration  has  not  got 
in  the  way.  Montserrat  is  one  of  our  last 
remaining  dependencies:  its  people  de- 
pend on  Britain  to  help  them  gener- 
ously and  without  more  delay. 


Cure  the  Paisley  malaise 

Set  up  a non-partisan  parliamentary  inquiry  now 


Pened  yet,  or  the  London  one  they  were 
all  so  desperate  to  get  tae?”  Devolution- 
lets  add  that  corruption  in  Glasgow  will 
be  much  easier  to  stamp  out  from 
Edinburgh  than  London;  the  supervi- 
sion will  be  constant  and  close  at  band. 
Crucially,  the  new  MSPs  are  to  be 
elected  by  proportional  representation, 
making  the  current  one-party-state  sce- 
nario much  less  likely.  Mr  Dewar's 
promise  that  potential  Labour  candi- 
dates will  face  the  most  “searching 
scrutiny”  before  adoption  is  also  reas- 
suring. 

So  Paisley  need  not  be  decisive  for 
devolution,  but  it  might  be  for  Labour 
and  Tony  Blair.  The  current  flow  of 
Scottish  scandals  represents  the  Gov- 
ernment’s most  serious  test  so  for.  It 
requires  the  Prime  Minister  to  show 
the  same  contempt  for  sleaze  within  his 
own  ranks  as  he  happily  displayed  for 
the  Conservative  variety  just  a few 
months  ago.  Revelations  that  evidence 
of  wrongdoing  in  Paisley  had  been 
handed  to  Labour  HQ  two  years  ago  — 
and  ignored  — are  not  promising.  Nor 
was  the  rather  botched  manner  of  Mr 
Graham’s  suspension.  Apparently  Mr 
Dewar,  Mr  Blair  and  Gordon  Brown  are 
in  daily  conference-call  contact  from 
Edinburgh,  St  Martin  d'Oydes  and  Cape 
Cod,  feverishly  discussing  this  whole 
sorry  business,  but  that’s  not  good 
enough.  What’s  needed  is  a clear  and 
firm  statement  from  the  prime  minis- 
ter, condemning  the  villains  of  Ren- 
frewshire as  strongly  as  any  Majorite 
recipient  of  brown  envelopes.  With  a 
majority  of  179,  Labour  need  fed  no 
obligation  to  defend  its  rotten  few.  In- 
stead, it  should  open  the  Paisley  mal- 
aise to  a non-partisan  parliamentary 
inquiry.  No-one  ever  suggested  Neil 
Hamilton  be  investigated  by  Central 
Office  alone;  he  had  to  face  a committee 
of  the  whole  House.  Labour  should 
prescribe  , a dose  of  the  same  medicine 
for  itself!  It’s  strong  enough  to  take  it 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Of  the  birds  and  the  bees 


And  now  another  chance  to 
take  in  that  imperial  retreat 


I BRACED  myself  for  it  of 
course,  and  you  didn't  let 
me  down  — the  ll-year-old 
father's  problems  are  simply 
the  fault  of  poor  sex  education 
(Leader.  August  19).  Tosh! 

If  we  were  really  serious 
about  wishing  to  tackle  this 
— which  frankly  we're  not  at 
present  — we  would  need  to 
take  responsibility  for  a com- 
mercial culture  which  pushes 
sexual  imagery  relentlessly:  a 
culture  in  which  teenage 
pregnancy  Is  portrayed  in 
soaps  as  an  unfortunate 
in  convenience  on  the  level  of 
contracting  ’flu. 

You  quote  the  boy’s  mother 
as  saying:  “I  don't  think  he 
has  done  anything  that  any 
other  child  in  this  village 
wouldn’t  have  done  if  they 
had  the  chance.”  It’s  a cop-out 
to  dump  responsibility  for 
this  on  to  schools. 

Michael  E Hurdle. 

7 Farm  Lane. 

Send. 

Woking. 

Surrey  GU237AT. 


HOW  would  sex  education 
ata  younger  age  havepre- 


■ lat  a younger  age  have  pre- 
vented this  boy  from  becom- 
ing a father  at  11?  Your  own 
report  on  this  case  states  that 
the  girl  became  pregnant  as  a 
result  of  a condom  breaking. 
So  the  couple  were  having  safe 
sex,  with  a reasonably  reliable 
means  of  contraception,  hav- 
ing responsibly  employed  the 
advice  that  they  were  given  in 
their  sex-education  lessons. 

What  difference  would  it 
have  made  if  the  lessons  had 
been  taught  at  the  age  of  eight, 
seven  or  six,  rather  than  at  10. 
11  or  12?  These  children  would 
have  become  parents,  with  or 
without  the  sex  lessons. 

Jean  Money. 

25a  Theodore  Road, 

London  SE13  6HT. 


emplifles  a lack  of  It,  but  not 
on  the  part  of  the  children. 
Charlotte  Goodman. 

The  Turret  House, 

Packhorse  Road, 

Gerrards  Cross, 

Bucks  SL9  8JD. 


I WAR  disappointed  to  read 
your  article  (Apology  for 


WITH  regard  to  your 
report  on  the  14-year-aid 


I AM  sure  that  the  boy’s 
mother  is  “not  at  all  happy”. 


YOUR  leader  on  sex  educa- 
tion should  be  framed  on 


■ tion  should  be  framed  on 
every  headteacher’s  desk.  All 
that  many  pupils  are  getting 
are  the  biological  facts  about 
procreation  plus  dire  warn- 
ings about  the  risk  of  preg- 
nancy and  HTV.  This  in  no 
way  prepares  young  people 
for  the  rewards  and  traumas 
of  human  sexuality. 

The  young  should  be  taught 
that  sexual  experience  is 
highly  rewarding,  as  long  as 
it  is  within  enduring  relation- 
ships and  involves  respon- 
sible caring  for  the  other. 
Quick-snatch  sex  is  animal, 
not  human. 

(Dr)  James  Hemming. 

31  Broom  Water, 

Teddlngton, 

Middx  TWll  9QJ. 


■mother  is  “not  at  all  happy". 
However,  unfortunately  her 
happiness  is  not  paramount  in 
this  situation  and  it  is  possi- 
bly her  failure  to  recognise 

this  feet  that  facilitated  this 
tragic  situation. 

The  parental  role  is  neither 
passive  nor  redundant  I am 
also  acutely  aware  that  the 
culture  of  blame  prevalent  in 
society  today  negates  social 
responsibility.  This  issue  of 
responsibility  is  a fundamen- 
tal one  because  this  case  ex- 


VV  report  on  the  14-year-aid 
girl  whose  parents  were  not 
told  of  tee  post-birth  treat- 
ment site  received  on  grounds 
of  patient  confidentiality  (Doc- 
tors hid  pregnancy,  August 
20):  rights  to  patient  conflden- , 
tiality,  especially  of  a 14-year- , 
old,  are  not  absolute.  And  i 
there  are  inevitable  questions 
about  bow  she  became  preg- 
nant, who  was  the  father,  was 
it  an  abusive  situation  and 
was  she  likely  to  become  preg- 
nant again.  It  is  only  by  in- 
volving parents  who  care  and 
have  responsibility  that  all 
her  needs  can  be  met 
A 14-year-old  rannnt  he  felly 
mature:  she  requires  the  lov- 
ing, informed  guidance  of 
parents.  By  concentratlngjust 
cm  rights,  It  would  seem  this 
young  girl  was  left  to  fend  for 
herself  in  a most  Inappropri- 
ate and  damaging  way. 

Jim.  Richards. 

Director,  Catholic 
Children's  Society. 

73  Charles  Square, 

London  W106EJ. 


I your  article  (Apology  for 
Sikh  killings,  August  18) 
about  the  so-called  Sikh  de- 
mand for  an  apology  from  the 
Queen  for  the  Amritsar  mas- 
sacre of  1919. 

Sikhs  are  aware  of  the  in- 
justice done  by  the  British  in 
Amritsar,  when  400  Sikh  ci- 
vilians were  killed  by  British 
soldiers.  However,  this  is 
dwarfed  in  significance  by  the 
grave  injustices  done  to  them 
by  the  Indian  government 
from  the  early  1980b  onward. 
This  includes  the  demolition 
of  the  second  most  holy  site  of 
the  SOfes  (the  Ahall  Tackt) 
and  the  subsequent  govern- 
ment-advocated persecution 
of  SUchs  throughout  India. 
Tens  of  thousands'  of  Sikhs 
have  been  killed  by  the  In- 
dian government  In  the  last 
17  years.  Sikhs  would  appreci- 
ate an  apology  from  the  In- 
dian government  more  than 
from  tee  Queen. 

Harpal  Singh  BassL 
54  Burrows  Road, 

London  NW10  5SH. 


was  only  the  last  act  of  Impe- 
rialistic stupidity,  taking  In- 
dia into  a European  war  with- 
out even  consulting  Indian 
leaders,  which  led  to  the  res- 
ignation of  all  the  Congress 
leaders,  civil  disobedience, 
rule  hr  decree,  and  much 
bitterness. 

But  Indians  are  a most  for- 
giving people:  two  years  after 
the  end  of  the  war  the  two 
states  were  free;  many  British 
officers  stayed  on  to  service 
the  new  governments. 

Dyer's  stupidity  at  Amrit- 
sar in  1919  was  also  soon  for- 
given, though  not  forgotten. 
Memory  Is  revived  now 
doubtless  to  divert  attention 
from  the  for  more  recent  vio- 
lence when  the  Indian  gov- 
ernment stormed  the  Golden 
Temple,  holy  place  of  the 
Sikhs. 

Roger  R Pearce.  . 

Skitter’s  Piece. 

The  Old  Street, 

CapelStMary, 

Ipswich  IP92EA. 


IT  is  a bit  rich  that  the  Queen 
should  be  expected  to  apolo- 


AM1T  Chaudhuri’s  com- 
/Aments  (Beyond  the  Raj, 
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Labour  exchange  | On  drugs,  use  and  abuse 


ON  May  8.  the  Government 
set  up  the  Food  Standards 


V-/set  up  the  Food  Standards 
Agency  that  opened  up  the 
whole  issue  of  food  safety. 
This  was  a particularly  wel- 
come initiative  given  the  pre- 
vious 1 administration's  mis- 
handling of  the  BSE  crisis.  In 
terms  of  the  vitamin  B6  Issue 
(MPs  rebel  on  vitamin  curb, 
August  18),  I hope  in  the 
spirit  of  new  Labour  the  Gov- 
ernment will  take  the  initia- 
tive if  it  emerges  that  a mis- 
take has  been  made  in 
deciding  to  change  the  regula- 
tion of  this  vitamin. 

Tony  Colman  MP. 

(Labour.  Putney.) 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A  0AA. 


1A/1TH  three  MPs,  dozens  of 
V V councillors  and  several 
district  parties  under  suspen- 
sion, will  there  be  a separate 
Suspended  Labour  conference 

this  autumn? 

Paul  Walter. 

12  Stanley  Road, 

Newbury,  Berks  RG14  7PB. 


“THE  best  way  to  settle  the 
I Mandelson  vs  Prescott  sit- 


I Mandelson  vs  Prescott  sit- 
uation would  be  to  organise  a 
focus  group  scientifically 
selected  from  a general 
sample  of  the  public,  and  see 
which  man  tee  British  people 
prefer  presenting  government 
policy. 

Michael  Goldfarb. 

4 Lordship  Grove, 

London  N16  0QB- 


ANALYSIS  Of  the  NEC 
/Amanifestos  of  Messrs  Man- 
delson and  Livingstone  (Calls 
of  the  jungle,  August  20) 
reveals  the  following.  Use  of 
“we/us/ou r”:  crab  23  times, 
newt  18.  Use  of  T/my":  crab 
17,  newt  3. 1 leave  the  elector- 
ate to  their  own  conclusion. 
Tony  Walton. 

11  Salisbury  Road, 

Hove,  E Sussex  BN33AD. 


ROBIN  Burgess  is  simply 
wrong  when  he  asserts 
(Letters,  August  18)  that  in 
any  society  heroin  dealers 
will  flourish  and  shoot  each 
other.  Heroin  injecting  was 
seldom  seen  when  opiates 
were  legally  available,  for  j 
most  drug-takers  smoked 
opium  rather  than  inject  a 1 
concentrated  active  principle.  | 
In  just  the  same  way  you 
seldom  now  see  people  who  1 
inject  ethanol  because  you  i 
can  buy  a bottle  of  beer,  j 
Under  Prohibition  in  the  US, 1 
i Injection  of  bootlegged  meths,  I 
with  horrific  consequences, , 
was  not  uncommon.  The1 
reasoned  analysis  of  such  ex- 1 
periences  is  that  if  the  state  is  , 
to  control  the  supply  of  any 
commodity,  be  it  chocolate  or 
bananas,  it  must  actually 
have  (le  lawfully  provide)  a 
supply.  If  the  supply  is  too 
lax,  as  perhaps  now  with  alco- 
hol, we  see  excessive  con- 
sumption- If  the  supply  is  too 
tight,  especially  if  the  'state 
denies  its  citizens  a lawful 
supply  altogether,  it  does  not 
get  rid  of  supply:  it  simply  ab- 
dicates the  whole  lucrative  i 
market  to  criminals.  j 

The  happy  medium  of  a >. 
well-regulated  supply  and  j 
controlled  consumption  Is  I 
most  easily  established  by 
empirical  experiment  with 
the  degree  of  control  of  sup- 
ply. Clearly  we  err  too  for  to 
one  extreme  with  alcohol  and 
too  for  to  the  other  with 
drugs. 

John  Marks. 

Chairman,  Drug  Policy 
Review  Group, 
c/o  1 Whitehall  Place, 

Loudon  SWXA2HE. 


“education”  now  planned  for 
users  of  non-addictive  soft 
drugs.  The  Drug  Czar  amid 
unveil  the  message.  It  would 
be  the  most  useful  thing  he  is 
likely  to  do. 

Paul  Flynn  MP. 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A0AA. 


f should  be  expected  to  apolo- 
gise for  the  massacre  In  Am- 
ritsar when  one  considers  the 
800  or  so  Sikhs  who  died 
when  the  Indian  army 
stormed  the  Golden  Temple 
in  the  1960s,  the  two  million 
massacred  during  the  migra- 
tion following  partition  in 
1947,  and  sundry  other  rel- 
Igion-fUeBed  massacres 
atrocities  since  then. 

British  colonial  achieve- 
ments were  considerable  and 
their  government  was  gener- 
ally more  humane  than  in 
other  European-controlled 
colonies.  Certainly  this  was 
my  experience  whilst  serving 
with  the  Army  Intelligence 
Corps  in  India,  Malaya  and 
Sumatra  from  1945  to  47.  We 
should  not  be  ashamed  of  our 
record  and  achievements  dur- 
ing the  colonial  years. 

E T Shepherd. 

Oak  Cottage,  Stoke  dose. 
Cobham,  Surrey. 


August  19)  are  at  variance 
with  the  bets.  Over  the  last 
decade,  there  have  been  many 
many  documentaries  and  ex- 
hibitions which  contradict 
his  contortion  that  the  Brit- 
ish are  not  Interested  in  Indi- 
ans or  that  they  confine  what 
Interest  they  do  have  to  the 
British  Raj. 

He  blatantly  ignores  the 
massive  amount  of  scholarly 
work  which  has  been  doae  by 
British  scholars  on  Indian 
history,  culture  and  lan- 
guages which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  tee  Raj  period. 

Paul  Thompson, 
li  Bossdl  House, 

Bossell  Park.  Buckfastleigh, 
Devon  TQ96BN. 


THE  celebration  of  50  years 
of  Indian  and  Pakistani  in- 


MY  FAILURE  to  walk  in 
front  of  a train  at  the  age 
of  31  has  had  a great  deal  to 
do  with  weekend  use  of  hash- 
ish. At  a time  of  serious  de- 
pression — 1 developed  an  Ill- 
advised  personal  interest  in  a 
colleague  at  work  — I not 
only  managed  to  recover  my 
spiritual  stability,  but  in- 
creased the  quality  of  my  out- 
put at  work  and  cut  my  alco- 
hol consumption  by  more 
than  half.  I am  also  back  In 
regular  physical  training,  and 
can  even  enjoy  meeting  my 
colleague  in  the  morning 
without  feeling  as  though  I 
am  about  to  burst  into  tears. 

Some  of  us  take ' “con- 
trolled'* drugs  because  we 
like  them.  The  overwhelming 
majority  of  us  do  not  self- 
destruct. 

Name  and  address  supplied. 


I of  Indian  and  Pakistani  in- 
dependence in  the  British 
media  gives  for  too  little  at- 
tention to  tee  triumph  of  tee 
British  In  paving  the  way  to 
that  success,  shadowed  only 
by  their  failure  to  achieve  the 
fell  objective  of  handing  over 
to  a single,  united  govern- 
ment of  the  whole  country. 

Nowhere  Is  there  mention 
of  the  Government  of  India 
Act  of  193S,  which  promised 
fell  independence.  By  that 
time  the  economic  advantage 
of  its  empire  to  Britain  was 
more  perceived  than  reaL 

There  were  democratically 
elected  governments  in  all  the 
provinces  before  the  war:  it 


AS  a tool  of  Indian  props- 
/Aganda.  it  comes  as  no  sur- 
prise that  you  don’t  have  a 
had  word  to  say  about  India; 
the  practice  of  Sati,  grinding 
poverty,  mass  illiteracy,  mass 
infanticide  (girls),  persecu- 
tion of  religious  minorities, 
(200J300  Sikhs)  and  so  on. 

What  on  earth  do  these 
people  who  lament  the  parti- 
tion of  India  think  would 
have  happened  if  Pakistan 
had  not  been  created?  There 
is  not  a single  religious  mi- 
nority in  India  which  has  not 
been  persecuted  by  the  Indian 
state. 

Atrocities  which  have  of 
course  been  unreported  by 
you,  simply  because  such 
events  show  India  in  Its  true 
colours,  at  best  a backward 
country,  at  worst  barbaric.  In- 
dia will  not  celebrate  its  cen- 
tenary in  its  present  state. 
Narlnder  Singh. 

67  Leicester  Road, 

Luton. 


A Country  Diary 


I USED  to  be  addicted  to  Ille- 
gal substances,  which  rat 


I WOULD  be  happy  to  share 
the  cost  with  Georee 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  Is 
supplied;  please  Indude  a full 
postal  address.  Wd  may  edit 
totters  ' 


■the  cost  with  George 
Howarth  to  have  his  message 
“Drugs  destroy  lives”  dis- 
played in  the  Commons 
Strangers  Bar. 

Almost,  all  premature 
deaths  of  MPs  since  1987  have 
been  caused  by  the  deadly  ad- 
dictive drugs  of  tobacco  and 
alcohol.  Perhaps  they  are  all 
so  uninformed,  they  need  the 


■gal  substances,  which  got 
me  into  a lot  of  trouble.  In  the 
last  25  years,  I’ve  managed  to 
keep  my  addiction  within 
legal  parameters,  ie  hypnot- 
ics, tranquillisers,  opioids.  In 
that  time,  I have  had  gainful 
employment,  paid  taxes, 
raised  a family  (i  was  “clean” 
when  pregnant)  and  Tm  now 
shading  for  a degree.  Certain 
drugs  help  me  to  function. 

I think  myself  lucky  that  I 
can  go  to  a GP  and  Boots  to 
obtain  my  dally  fix,  and  that  I 
do  not  have  to  hang  around 
on  street  comers  or  commit 
burglary  to  finance  my  habit , 
There  mart  be  thousands  of 
silent  addicts  like  me,  osten- 
sibly a suburban  housewife. 
Thousands  more  could  be 
taken  out  of  the  criminal-jus- 
tice system  if  drugs  were 
decriminalised. 

Name  and  address  supplied. 


THE  BURREN,  IRELAND:  I 
looked  up  through  the  leaves 
and  flowers  of  a high,  wild 
fUchsla  tree  at  the  blue  sky — 
such  a sight,  dark  green 
leaves,  hanging  ruby  flowers, 
young  branches  all  vermilion 
spread  against  the  clarity  of 
an  azure  firmament  One  of 
the  small,  simple  glories  of  a 
walk  in  our  Burren.  As  Haz- 
litt  said,  “Give  me  a clear 
blue  sky  over  my  head,  and 
the  green  turf  beneath  my 
feet,  a winding  road  before 
me,  and  a three  hour  march 
to  dinner  — and  than  to 
thinking!”  My  next  atop 
brought  me  to  an  expanse  of 
wild  thyme,  pink-flowered, 
erect  above  were  two  purple 
scented  orchids,  behind  rich 
yellow  Lady’s  bedstraw,  a lit- 
tle further  high  purple- 
headed knapweed,  the  whole 
almost  enclosed  by  the  scat- 
tered light  grey  Burren 
stones.  AH  over  this  lime- 
stone region  were  these 
simple  pleasures;  and  I could 
see,  unlike  Keats,  “what  flow- 
ers are  at  my  feet”;  could 
smell  the  thyme  intermin- 


gled with  orchids  and  LadyVi 
bedstraw,  so  that  "X  will  be 
the  gladdest  thing  under  the 
sun!  I win  touch  a hundred 
flowers  and  not  pick  oner 
(Edna  St  Vincent  Millay  AH 
was  silent  as  I walked,  *» 
bird  sang".  It  being  thefr 
time  of  silonca  after  all  tea 
hustle  and  bustle  of  Seeding 
and  rearing  their  fledgling 
— quite  worn-out  they  must 
be!  Peace  was,  Uka  the  blue 
sky,  over  alL  X descended 
from  the  hills  to  Bally* 
vaughan  Bay  and  rested  on  a 
rock  in  a small  gulden  beach 
l know.  A few  gulls  floated  on 
calm  water,  slow  waves 
lapped  over  my  feet,  three  or 
four  oystercatchers  forage® 
among  rocks  and  sand.  I ah 
most  fell  fort  asleep.  Tbe»  x 
saw  yet  another  lovely  pic- 
ture — two  adult  (fooughs. 
red  curved  bills  and  polished 
purple-black  feathers,  beside 
teem  their  two  duller  pK®*’ 
aged  young  ones.  After  tM“ 
forage  they  soared  and 
wheeled  away  Into  the  dw- 
i tance  of  sea  and  aadjflB- 
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Diary 


Emily  Barr 
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AM  tatrigned  to  learn 
from,  the  fashion,  page  of 
yesterday's  Independent 
that  on  the  night  of  Mr  Tony 
Blair’s  glitteringparty  ■ 
“Meg  Matthews,  Noel  Gal- 
lagher’s wife,  turns  up  at  10 
Downing  Street  bearing  her 
midriff’.  How  unkind,  and 
how  untrue:  Ms  Matthews  is 
no  Tommy  Graham,  and  her 
mldriffdoes  not.  In  the 
Diary’s  opinion,  require  its 
own  transport. 


Ai 


NNEE  Brenton  writes 
fTom  Bideford  to 
L claim  the  Diary’s 
prize  of  a bed  for  the  Labour 
Party  conference.  “Since  I 
gave  up  myjob  to  fight  the  ’. 
election  and  am  now  unem- 
ployed. it  has  taken  my  last 
cash  to  afford  the  confer- 
ence fee,”she  writes.  “Tin 
sure  you’ll  agree  that  as  the 
candidate  In  Labour’s  least 
winnable  seat  (North 
Devon),  my  insane  optimism 
and  dedication  prove  l am 
the  obvious  person  to  claim 
Brighton  accommodation.  I 
am  faced  with  the  prospect 
of  camping  on  the  beach.” 
The  beach  is  stony,  Annie, 
and  you  sound  nice.  You 
are,  therefore,  the  current 
favourite. • ~ • 

HERE’S  a conundrum: 
which  former  Tory 
MP  is  back  in  his 
rightful  place  in  Count- 
down’s Dictionary  Corner? 
Yes,  the  second  instalment 
of  “where  are  they  now?” 
turns  its  attention  to  Gyles 
Brandreth,  who  somehow 
spent  five  years  represent- 
ing the  people  of  Chester.  He 
bas  gained  gra vitas:  his  hair 
Is  grey  and  he  no  longer 
wears  nasty  jumpers.  "I  en- 
joyed the  Jumpers  but  I've 
moved  on,”  he  tells  us.  We 
switched  on  to  Channel  4 
yesterday  at  4.30pm, to  find 
a besotted  Gyles  revealing 
that  the  word  “Brandreth” 
used  to  he  in  the  dictionary 
as  “n  substructure  of  piles”, 
causing  Richard  to  quip- 
“Glad  you  got  to  the  bottom, 
of  that.”  Welcome  home. 
Gyles. . 

COLLEAGUE  reports 
that  Peter  Hitchens, 
jthe  rlghtwingDaily 
Express  pundit  (clean-  ■ 
shaven  now,  but  a bearded 
socialist  in  the  70s)  Was  rec- 
ognised on  a train  y ester- 
day,  “I  know  whoyou  are!’ 
exclaimed  a member  of  the 
public,  jabbing  a finger  >n- 
hls  direction.  “You’re  the 
editor  of  the  Guardian! 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


AS  the  Tories  head  for 
Blackpool,  they  are 

still  famously  short 

of  cash.  So  much  so  that 
Cecil  Parkinson  has  broken 
with  tradition  and  accepted 
an  ad  vertisementin  the 
conference  programme 

from  the  Transport  and 

General  Workers'  Union. 
This  is  particularly  unusual 
bej»use  uppermost  on  the 
TGWU  s agenda  Is  its  de- 
mand that  the  Government 
return  the  pension  money 
appropriated  by  the  Tories 
when  they  privatised  the 
National  Bus  Company  in 
the  late  80s.  The  union  has 
placed  blistering  ads  to 
effect  In  the  programmes 
for  the  Labour  and  Lib  Dem 
conferences,  but  Lord  Par- 
kinson initially,  and  not 
surprisingly,  turned  down 
Bill  Morris’s  approach. 
However,  desperate  for 
cash,  Parky  abruptly  recon- 
sidered and  has  agreed  to 
take  a “toned-down"  ver- 
sion. The  Tories  being 
slagged  off  in  their  own  con- 
ference programme . . . you 
may  laugh,  but  we  think  It's 
sad. 

EANWHXLE,  you 
may  recall  that  Wil- 
liam Hague  is 
deemed  by  the  publishing 
world  too  boring  for  a biog- 
raphy. We,  however,  con- 
sider the  Laa  Laa  lookalike 
a worthy  subject,  andhope 
to  persuade  the  book  world 
to  change  its  mind.  To  this 
end,  the  Diary  today  begins 
its  sensational  William 
Hague:  The  Unofficial  And 
Unauthorised  Story.  With 
help  from  the  Rotherham 
Advertiser,  we  begin 
shortly  before  a 16-year-old 
Willie  made  his  conference 
debut.  “In  July  1977,  the 
young  Hague  won  York- 
shire Television's  Public 
Speaking  competition,”  we 
write,  “speaking  on  the  sub- 
ject of ‘Devolution:  Cement- 
ing or  Eroding  the  Frame- 
work of  Great  Britain?*,  a 
theme  eerily  relevant 
today.  His  prize  was  a rose 
bowl  and  a certificate.” 
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tax  perks  must  go 


Commentary 


Ian 

Corfield 
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ODAY  is  GCSE  results 
day.  Young  people 
across  the  country  vriff 
celebrate  their  results 
whilst  the  media  indulge.  In  a 
debate  about  whether  they  de- 
serve them.  Yet.  there  are 
more  fen-reaching  questions 
for  David  Blunkett  to  answer 
than  whether  grama  have  got 
eadier.  We.  must  first'  settle 
the  question  of  .who  we  are 
building  our . education  sys- 
tem for:  the  many  or  the  few? 

I am  middle  class,  rm  not 
lower  middle  class,  I’ve  never 
been  working  class.  My 
parents  could  have  sent  me  to 
a private  school  but  they 
didn't  They  sent  me  to  a com- 
prehensive in  Sheffield 
I’m  glad  they  did.  We  had  a 
school  for  the  many. 

The  leader  of  the  council  at 
that  time  was  David  Blunkett, 
pow  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Education.  The  council  had  a 
policy  — any  kid  from  any 
part  of  the  city  could  go  to 
any  school  within  the  city 
boundaries.  This  meant  my 


;r 
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school,  hi  a mftfefle-class  area, 
had  tads  firean  all  sorts, 
backgxmmds/v 

This  is  .pbt.ra  sociology 
paper  about  the  - wanders  of 
diversity.  My.  point  ]s  simply 
this  that  - oil  the  kids  who 
attended  that  school  bene- 
fited, not  only  from  the  hard 
work  of  the  teaching  staff  but 
from  the  ability  to  mix  with 
people  of  different  back- 
grounds and' experiences. 
Everyone  should  have  foe  op- 
portunity ofja  comprehensive 
education.  - 

That,  is  hot  to  say  all  coxn- 
prehenaives  -are  great;  far 
from  it  Nor  is  it  to  argue  for 
the  enforced  closure  of  pri- 
vate schools  Hot  what  it  does 
mean  ft.  we;  should  concen- 
trate our  energy  and 
resources  tax  improving  them 
as  much  as  possflrte.  It  means 
not  giving  exemption  fhpn 
VAT  and  Special  privileges, 
surfr  as  charitable  status 
worth  £42  mflUon  a year,  to 
those  who  chose  to  school 
their,  kids  in  the  private  sec- 
tor. 

David  Blunkett  was  car- 
peted two  years  ago  far  sug- 
gesting this  reform.  At  the 
time  It  represented  too  great 
an  electoral  risk.  Yet  today,  as 
we  seek  to  put  education  at 
the  top  of  bur  priority  list,  we 
ought  to  recognise  it  for  what 
it  is  — a sensible  and  long 
overdue  correction  of  a his- 
torical anomaly.  It  cannot  be 
right  for  the  ordinary  tax-pay- 


ing family  effectively  to  fund 
people  who  can  afford  to  pay 
fees  of  up  to  £10,000 a year. 

There  are  of  course  those 
who  argue  that  any  such 
change  would  endanger  the 
very  fabric  of  our-soclety  by 
forcing  the  "best”  kids  into 
worse  schools.  Such  an  argu- 
ment is  largely  puerile;  It  as- 
sumes wealth  is  synonymous 
with  talent  There  are,  how- 
ever, some  legitimate  points 
to  be  made  in  favour  of  main- 
taining the  VAT  allowance 
which  need  to  be  dealt  with. 

First,  that  this  should  not 
be  a pu  bli c-vs-private  debate 
but  should  Instead  be  about 
good-vs-bad  schools.  Some 
less  well-endowed  private 
schools  woidd  suffer  tram  foe 
change  and  so  would  the  pu- 
pils at  the  school.  Fair  point 
Yet  what  about  the  kids  in 
state  schools  who  would  bene- 
fit from  the  extra  £100  million 
raised  by  the  Treasury?  We 
need  schools  that  everyone 
would  be  proud  to  attend.  So 
ring-fence  foe  'money  and  an 
schools  can  benefit 

Second,  the  withdrawal  of 
tax  incentives  would  force 
large  numbers  of  people 'back 
into  foe  state  system, 
an  extra  burden  on  compre- 
hensives.  True.  But  these  kids 
would  be  a benefit  to  the  state 
system,  not  a detraction  from 
it  Although  there  would  be  a 
marginal  extra  cost  of  accom- 
modating them,  there  would , 
be  significant  intellectual 


benefit  both  to  them  and  to 
those  around  them.  Also,  arid 
perhaps  more  significantly  in 
public-policy  terms,  the  new 
Government  has  just  with- 
drawn VAT  perks  on  private 
healthcare  for  the  cver-eoa. 


The  benefit  to  the 
was  not  great,  but  the 
vantage  for  consumers  of  pri- 
vate care  was  also  minimal 


.Indeed,  within  hours  of  the 
Chancellor  sitting  downfrom 
his  Budget  speech,  the  major 
healthcare  providers  had 
launched  new  packages'  at 
around  the  pre-VAT  price. 

Finally,  there  is  the  argu- 
ment that  this,  is  simply  3 
piece  bf  class  politics,  driven 
by  envy  rather  than  rational 
public  policy.  Clearly  there  is 
much  to  be  envious  of  Eton 
minions  of  pounds 
in  reserves.  Most  private 
schools  have  significant  cap! 
tal  assets  both  in  terms  of 


VAT  exemption 
gives  private 
schools  rights  no 
one  else  shares 


blindings  and  grounds.  The 
schools  have  compounded 
envy,  running  separate  sports 
competitions  and  interacting 
with  local  communities  only 
in.  a controlled  and  cosmetic 
way. 

But  fundamentally  thin  is 
not  about  envy.  There  is  no 
reason  why  the  few  should 
benefit  over  the  many.  This  Is 
not  class  politics*  it  is  simply 
fair  and  above  board.  VAT  ex- 
emption gives  private  schools 
rights  which  no  one 
shares.  For  this  simple  reason 
it  should  be  stopped.  Yet  these 
privileges  should  also  end  for 
more  positive  reasons.  Meri- 
tocracy is  a-  cause  often  ex- 
pounded by  the  left  Yet  creat- 
ing a meritocratic  society  will 


require  greater  equality  of  op- 
portunity. People  send  their 
icidfi  to  private  schools  not 
simply  because  of  smaller 
class  sizes  but  because  they 
give  access  to  an  Establish- 
ment group  denied  to  those 
who  attwnri  comprehansivas. 
If  people  In  our  society  are  to 
advance  on  merit,  this  self- 
perpetuating  elite  that  has 
run  many  of  our  Institutions 
for  the  past  two  centuries 
must  be  exposed  to 

competition. 

Over  half  of  this  year’s  Ox- 
bridge intake  will  come  from 
public  schools,  and  nearly  a 
quarter  of  all  "oMT  university 
entrants.  A study  published 
last  week  by  MFW,  a group  of 
independent  sixth-form  col- 
leges. showed  that  top  legal 
firms,  merchant  banks  and 
accountants  recruit  mainly 
Grom  these  universities.  And 
the  Fabian  paper  published 
by  Major  Eric  Joyce  earlier 
month  showed  that  all 
the  top  jobs  in  the  armed 
forces  were  filled  by  people 
with  a private-school  back- 
ground. 

Breaking  down  the  auto- 
matic privileges  a private- 
school  education  gives  a first 
step  towards  greater  equality. 
1 am  not  arguing  that  those 
who  attend  private  schools 
should  be  discriminated 
against,  more  that  I see  no 
reason  why  they  should  take 
up  so  many  of  the  plum  posi- 
tions in  our  country. 

It  will  take  tiwift  to  change 
many  of  the  things  that  are 
wrong  with  our  country,  but 
we  should  at  least  begin  to 
tackle  some  of  the  blatant  in- 
justice that  is  enshrined  In 
our  rastwn.  Arguments  both 
of  utility  and  fairness  demand 
that  we  stop  giving  tax  perks 
to  private  schools.  Not  the 
end  of  our  search  for  greater 
equality,  but  a tangible  and 
realistic  start 


AcHywhere 
man  owes  God 
an  apology 


David  McKie 


Ian  Corfield  Is  research  director 
of  the  Fabian  Society 


quarters  of  the  charges  of  con- 
spiracy, defamation  or  crimi- 
nal liability  big  companies 
. pursue  against  American  ac- 
tivists are  dropped  or  thrown 
out  of  court,  often  after  years 
of  litigation.  But  both  the 
charges  themselves  and  the 
costs  of  fighting  a case  tend  to 
stifle  dissent,  scaring  protes- 
tors Into  mute  acquiescence. 

The  first  major  case  of  this 
kind  in  Britain  was  pursued 
by  the  Department  of  Trans- 
port against  people  opposing 
its  cutting  through  Twyford 
Down.  The  department’s  in- 
junction named  as  many  cam- 
paigners as  it  could  identify, 
some  of  whom  had  only  the 
most  fleeting  involvement  in 
the  protest  They  were  held 
"jointly  and  severally  liable’ 
for  the  Dot’s  legal  costs,  and 
damages  — which  amounted 
to  around  £2  million.  ■■ 


T! 


I HE  department  pur- 
sued them  for  three 
years,  its  demands 
for  payment  gradu- 
ally falling  from 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds 
each,  to  £1,000  to  £500,  before 
it  quietly  dropped  the  case 
altogether.  But  the  lawsuit 
worked.  Hundreds  .of  people 
with  assets  kept  away  from 
Twyford  Down,  worried  that 
they  too  might  find  them- 
selves subject  to  foe  costs 
order.  The  campaign  was  left 
largely  to  the  property-less 
and  dispossessed,  which 
helped  the  DoT  to  portray  its 
opponents  as  a bunch  of 
workshy  trouble-makers, 
only  protesting  because  they 
had  nothing  better  to  do. 

The  injunction’s  success,  of 
course,  was  dependant  on  its 
feflure.  The  last  thing  foe  de- 
partment wanted  to  do  was  to 
seize  foe  home  of  a respect- 
able taxpayer.  McDonald’s 
twice  flew  senior  managers 
over  to  England  to  try  to  stop 
the  libel  case  it  bad  initiated 
against  two  penniless  protes- 
tors, but  the  defendants  in- 
sisted on  fighting  to  the  end. 
Though  they  lost  on  several 
points  of  law,  they  won  a 
resounding  moral  victory,  as 
McDonald’s  was  forced  to 
cany  out  its  threat  to  crush 
foe  butterfly  on  foe  wheel 
BP’S  lawsuit  is  one  of  many 
Indications  of  an  increasingly 
legalistic  approach  to  public 
debate.  Companies  opposed 
by  animal-rights  protesters 
are  now  using  foe  anti-stalk- 


NE  SOMETIMES 
comes  across  plaques 
on  buildings  and  mon- 
uments which  proudly  an- 
nounce: “erected  by  public 
subscription”.  Has  any  bund- 
ing or  monument.  I wonder 
been  demolished  by  public 
subscription?  And  If  not.  why 
not?  I would  happily  chip  in  a 
few  bawbees  for  a start  to 
eradicate  the  graceless  tower, 
housing  civic  offices,  which 
so  disfigures  foe  waterfront 
in  foe  city  of  Dundee.  It  ought 

to  be  doomed  on  two  counts 

aesthetics  and  retribution. 

Perhaps  foe  best  bit  of 
to wns cape  in  the  city  is 
Reform  Street,  which  dates 
from  foe  work  of  planners  in 
1832,  framed  at  the  northern 
end  by  the  High  School  and  at 
the  south  by  foe  Caird  Hall, 
erected  — like  so  much  in 
Dundee,  by  a jute  magnate  — 
at  the  end  of  foe  first  world 
war.  Look  north  towards  the 
High  School  with  foe  hills 
behind  it  and  you  see  what  its 
creators  intended  you  to  see. 
But  look  south,  and  all  is 
vanity;  for  behind  the  Caird 
Hall  there  looms  this  ugly 
unmannerly  tower,  utterly 
out  of  scale  and  sympathy 
with  the  buildings  before  it. 
At  first  I couldn’t  quite  think 
what  it  reminded  me  of.  Then 
1 remembered  those  posters 
for  the  first  and  best  film  of 
King  Kong,  in  which  foe  mon- 
strous invader,  Fay  Wray 
tucked  under  one  arm,  looms 
over  foe  New  York  skyscape. 
1 think  of  this  bunding  now  as 
the  King  Kong  of  Dundee. 

But  it  also  deserves  to  go  in 
a more  general  sense,  as  a 
punishment  for  what  local 
government  in  various  forms 
and  guises  has  done  to  this 
city.  The  decisive  error  — 
undoubtedly  well  intentioned. 
as  truly  decisive  errors  so 
often  are  — was  foe  scrapping 
of  foe  original  plan  to  end  foe 
Tay  Road  Bridge  on  foe  edge 
of  the  city  centre.  Traders 
were  horrified:  did  foe  plan- 
ners want  to  destroy  them?  So 
the  bridge  was  rerouted  to 
disgorge  its  pounding  traffic 
at  the  heart  of  foe  Dundee 
waterfront,  from  where  it  gy- 
rates around  a confusing 
whirlpool  of  roads  right 
under  the  nose  of  King  Kong. 
Those  wishing  to  get  from  one 
side  of  this  mess  to  foe  other, 
or  to  visit  King  Kong,  must 
ascend  enclosed  walkways 
which  might  have  been 
bought  second  hand  from 
some  clapped-out  airport. 
There  are  few  more  eloquent 
memorials  anywhere  of  the 
era  in  which  traffic  was  king 
and  pedestrians  forced  to  bow 
the  knee  before  it  literally 
bow  the  knee,  given  foe  num- 


ber of  stairs  that  you  have  to 
climb  to  get  to  foe  walkways. 

No  modem  McGonagaU  has 
been  found  to  commemorate 
foe  Tay  Road  Bridge  disaster 
in  the  way  that  William 
recorded  foe  rail  bridge  disas- 
ter which  just  after  Christ- 
mas. 1879.  pitched  foe  5.20pm 
from  Burntisland  Into  foe 
River  Tay  with  foe  loss  of  all 
crew  and  passengers.  Nor  do 
foe  lessons  appear  to  have 
been  learned.  Just  west  of  this 
dire  concoction  there's  a 
stretch  of  waterfront  which  In 
most  European  cities  might 
have  served  to  create  a park- 
land. punctuated  by  restau- 
rants and  bars,  where  foe  city 
could  stroll  on  a summer  eve- 
ning (and  despite  what  is 
thought  in  London.  Dundee 
does  have  summer  evenings; 
long  summer  evenings  where 
the  light  is  benign  and  the 
river  sparkles  and  foe  hill* 
behind  are  a glory  and  it 
doesn’t  get  dark  until  well 
past  your  bedtime}.  And  what 
in  feet  has  been  done  with 
this  tract  of  riverside?  It's  a 
retail  park,  with  a Tesco  and 
a big  DIY  store.  And  just  be- 
yond. I think  I saw  a notice- 
board  proudly  proclaiming 
foe  imminent  addition  of  a 
civic-amenity  centre.  Or  as 
most  people  say,  a dump. 

Unforgiveable  that  a place 
to  which  God  has  given  so 
much  — the  estuary  at  its 
doorstep,  the  great  hills  as  a 
backdrop  — Man  (planning 
Man.  local  government  Man) 
should  have  so  diminished. 
Nor  is  this  the  end  of  the 
charge  sheet  Post-war  plan- 
ners also  destroyed  a place 
called  the  Overgait  — ■ not  foe 
smartest  tract  of  Dundee,  per- 
haps, but  by  ail  foe  accounts 
the  liveliest  — and  replaced  it 
with  foe  glummest  and  tattl- 
est  precinct  you’ve  ever  seen. 

ET  here  in  a sense 
there's  a cause  for 
hope,  for  foe  Overgait 
Centre  is  doomed  The  empty 
shops  and  foe  dosing-down 
sales  are  foe  prelude  to  its 
destruction.  Its  replacement 
can  only  be  better.  And  one 
day,  we  can  be  sure.  King 
Kong  and  its  traffic  whirlpool 
will  vanish  too,  saluting  the 
arrival  of  a brave  new  age  — 
beginning,  perhaps,  today, 
with  John  Prescott’s  Trans- 
port White  Paper  — which 
will  put  foe  car  in.fts  proper, 
subordinate  place.  How  that 
can  be  done  without  resiting 
foe  bridge  is  beyond  my 
imagination,  though  genera- 
tions of  great  Scottish  design- 
ers and  engineers  would  have 
known  how  to  cope  with  It 
Without  its  old  staple  in- 
dustries, jute  and  jam,  to  sus- 
tain it,  Dundee  is  making  a 
bold  and  persuasive  pitch  as 
foe  tourist  centre  for  which 
its  geography  and  its  history 
plainly  equip  it  This  town 
has  suffered  terrible  days  — 
grim  monument  to  man's  in- 
humanity to  man",  Hugh 
MacDiarmid  said  of  it  in  foe 
1930s.  Today  there's  a sense  of 
recovery  and  potential  fur- 
ther dowering.  But  foeyTl 
have  to  get  rid  of  King  Kong 
first. 
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haka,»  gnsrtd^is  US  they  call  them  ‘strategic 

^^SwpTodiiy  lawsuits  against  public  participation*, 
and  George  Monbioi  believes  they 
stifle  debate  on  key  issues.  Witness 
BP  and  Greenpeace’s  Atlantic  battle 


mamu&Ine.Two  weeks  ago 
heranoffwlthabundari 
who  tamed  the  loyal  hound 
with  thoMmple  tool  of*  bar 
of  chocolate. 


VERY  month-  .the 
weapons  mobilised 
in  the  public-rela- 
tions battle,*^ 
♦he  future  of  the 
planet  become  more  sopWstl- 
a few  weeks  ago,  a leak 

from  foe  PR  company  Btnson- 
MareteBer  revetted  fowl* 
has  been  advising  bIoteeJBRa~ 
ogy  companies  to  “Stay  off  foe 
wrung  field”  of  the  environr 
meet  and  human  health,  as 
“the  industry  cannot  be  ae- 
rated to  prevail  to  public 
opposition  to  adwwW 
voiow  on  these  issues  -Other 


means  had  to  be  found  of 
confronting  opposition  to  gen- 

ette  engineering- 
This  week,  perhaps,  in  res- 
ponse to  Artmfiar  advice.  BP 
shifted  foe  debate  about  Bs 
oil-prospecting  work  away 
from  foe  Atlantic  frontier  and 
into  the  courts.  On  Monday, « 
began  a suit  against  Green- 
peace for  the  £L4  Bflhaa  it 
claimed  ft  had  lost  as  a result 
of  the  gimp's  oampationrfa 
test-drffflng  rig  near  theSh^ 
land  Islands-  If  the  orsjnte* 
tion  would  not  pay,  “ 

would  hold  three  members  of 


Greenpeace’s  staff  personally 
liable.  By  Tuesday  evening, 
the  company  was  offering  to 
abandon  the  suit  If  Green- 
peace promised  to  keep  out  of 
its  oilfields.  BF  has  been  de- 
ploying smart  PR  bombs 
throughout  this  ritual  con- 
flict- While  Greenpeace 
sought  to  draw  attention  to 
climate  change  and  the  dump- 
ing of  toxic  residues  cm  the 
ocean  floor,  BP  concentrated 
on.tbe  safety  of  the  activists 
rhainp^  to  the  oil  rig,  an- 
nouncing that  it  would  try  to 
pull  , them  off  only  if  their 
lives  were  in  danger.  It  suc- 
ceeded both  in  drawing  the 
press  away  from  the  critical 

issues  and  in  presenting  itself 
as  a compassionate  company, 
which  puts  human  welfare 
•gfhoart  of  fllfoy  lucre.  The 
sheriff  evicting  protesters  at 
Manchester  Airport  deployed 
precisely  foe  same  tactic  — 
foe  tunnellers,  he  said,  were  a 


danger  to  themselves,  who 
had  to  be  removed  for  their 
own  good. 

BP’S  lawsuit,  which  It  de- 
layed until  police  had 
removed  foe  activists  from 
the  public  eye,  enabled  it  to 
drag  foe  debate  still  further 

away  from  environmental  ar- 
guments. Public  discussion 
Shifted  to  Greenpeace’s  assets 
and  whether  or  not  they 
should  or  could  be  seized.  BP 
could  distance  itself  from  the 
dispute  — arguing  that  foe 
matter  was  now  in  foe  bands 
of  the  courts  — while  ensur- 
ing that  foe  moral  pressure 
remained  on  Greenpeace:  if  it 
didn’t  pay  up,  It  would  expose 
its  own  staff  to  foe  suit  Now 
BP  can  pick  up  the  mantle  of 
magnanimity,  while  retaining 
a powerful  new  missile  (the 
threat  of  reopening  the  case) 
with  which  to  deter  its 
opponents. 

Had  BP  pursued  its  suit, 
seized  Greenpeace’s  assets 
and,  as  some  people  pre- 
dicted. wiped  the  organisa- 
tion out  it  would  have-found 
itself  portrayed  as  an  oceanic 
shark,  snapping  up  defence- 
less tiddlers.  But  suits  of  this 
nature  are  seldom  designed  to 
succeed.  £n  the  United  States 
they  are  so  common  that  they 
have  acquired  a name  of  their 
own:  "strategic  lawsuits 
against  public  participation” 
and  foe  emphasis  is  firmly  on 
foe  “strategic".  About  three- 


are  now  using  tne  anti-staix-  t-'-vftfeyt ^ 
tog  laws  to  stop  them  banding  T . 
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leaflets  to  their  customers. 
Construction  firms  have  used 
secondary-picketing  legisla- 
tion to  deter  roads  protestors, 
while  the  2994  Criminal.  Jus- 
tice Act  and  foe  1986  Public 
Order  Act  provide  endless  op- 
portunities for  criminalising 
dissent 

New  legislation  in  the 
United  States  offers  even 
more  effective  means  of  sup- 
pressing free  speech:  14  states 
have  now  adopted  bizarre 
“food  disparagement  acts' 
banning  insulting  remarks 
about  perishable  food.  Last 
year  a group  of  ranchers  filed 
a suit  against  foe  Oprah  Win 
frey  Show,  after  Oprah  ex- 
her  horror  at  the 
practice  of  feeding  ruminant 
offal  to  cattle.  She  has  kept 
her  mouth  sealed  on  this 
topic  (if  no  other)  ever  since- 

As  both  British  and  Ameri- 
can laws  tend  to  be  more 
effective  at  protecting  private 
property  than  public  assets, 
the  scope  for  retaliatory 
counter-suits  is  limited,  in- 
stead, environmentalists 
should  continue  to  call  the 
corporations’  bluff,  force 
them  to  pursue  foelr  suits 
and  let  them  suffer  foe  public 
humiliation  of  a brutal  vic- 
tory. Only  then  might  foe  big 
companies  be  Inclined  to  test 
foelr  case  not  in  the  stuffy 
enclave  of  foe  courts,  bat  in 
the  fresh  air  and  open  seas  of 
public  debate. 
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Rob  Parker 
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Heights  of 

the  depths 


OB  PARKER,  the 
underwater  cave 

explorer,  climber 
and  film-maker, 
who  has  died  in  a 
diving  accident  in  the  Baha- 
mas aged  35,  was  one  of  Brit- 
ain's leading  cave  divers.  His 
record  descent,  or  push,  in 
Wookey  Hole.  Somerset,  in 
1985.  remains  the  deepest 
cave  dive  in  the  United  King- 
dom. and  the  procedures  be 
adopted  for  that  expedition 
ushered  in  a new  era  of  mixed 
gas  diving,  using  imiinm  oxy- 
gen and  nitrogen. 

Rob  grew  up  in  Bourne- 
mouth and  began  rock  climb- 
ing in  his  teens  on  the  Dorset 
cliffs-  He  also  took  up  caving 
in  South  Wales,  where  he  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  the  most 
active  exploratory  cave-diver 
of  the  day,  Martyn  Farr.  Soon 
he  was  acting  as  one  of  Farr’s 
support  divers  on  major 
pushes  into  the  unknown.  In 
1982,  by  which  time  Rob  was 
based  in  Bristol,  be  was  one 
of  Farr’s  back-up  team  for  an 
attempt  to  thrust  beyond 
Sump  26  in  Wookey  Hole. 

The  hope  at  the  time  was  to 
find  a link  between  the 
Wookey  Hole  complex  under 
the  Mendip  Hills  and  another 
cave  system  a few  miles  away 
centred  on  Swildon’s  Hole. 
That  connection  remained 
(and  remains)  elusive,  but  in 
the  following  two  years 
Parker  built  up  more  experi- 
ence on  overseas  expeditions, 
which  included  trips  to  the 
Blue  Holes,  off  the  island  of 
Andros  in  the  Bahamas, 
where  he  made  a fQm  for  the 
BBC  and  where,  this  week,  he 
died. 

Wookey,  however,  fasci- 
nated him,  and  new  techno- 
logical advances  in  breathing 
equipment  and  decompres- 
sion procedures  made  him  op- 
timistic of  being  able  to  pene- 
trate further  than  before.  He 
struck  up  a partnership  with 
Leo  Dickinson,  who  had  been 
the  film-maker  on  his  two 


previous  expeditions:  they 
1 put  together  a television 
treatment  which  was  ac- 

^ this  en- 
abled Parker's  own  Wookey 
expedition  to  go  ahead. 
i Parker  was  a cautious  ex- 
plorer, believing  firmly  in  the 
need  for  steady  build  up, 
Squally  extending  sorties 
and  staying  -longer  under- 
ground, or  underwater,  to  fa- 
mlharise  himself  with  the 
changing  conditions  the 
deeper  be  went  Before  his 
attempt  on  the  depth  record, 
he  would  camp  for  several 
days  in  the  last  dry  chamber 
in  the  complex  (dry  in  the 
sense  that  this  was  an  air- 

He  was  always  in 
demand  for  his 
coolheadedness 
and  good  humour, 
allied  to  an  urge  to 
discover  and  learn 

filled  trap,  damp  and  dripping 
none  the  less).  The  advan- 
tages of  adding  haihim  to  the 
compressed  air  mix  was  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  narcosis 
and  allow  the  diver  more  free- 
dom to  operate  at  great 
depths,  but  it  does  complicate 
decompression  and  raises 
problems  of  beat  loss 

Although  in  the  end.  he  was 
able  to  improve  only  some  20 
feet  on  Mariya  Farr’s  record, 
the  technology  proved  a tri- 
umph. Breathing  the  tri-mix, 
his  head  remained  clear  and 
he  was  able  to  work  at  a depth 
of 220  feet  without  discomfort 
A well-received  film  of  the 
expedition  went  by  the  dubi- 
ous title  Nosey  Parker. 

After  that  he  performed 
consistently  at  high  level  on 
exploratory  expeditions 
around  the  world,  including 


caves  in  China  and  Mexico. 
He  was  always  in  demand  for 
his  careful  coolheadedness 
and  good  humour,  which 
were  «in«i  to  an  irrepressible 
urge  to  discover  and  learn.  He 
took  risks  but  not  recklessly. 
Everything  was  considered 
arid  double-checked.  He  was 
always  methodical. 

In  1987-88,  he  Joined  Bill 
Stone's  Wakulla  Springs  pro- 
ject in  Florida,  another  which 
pushed  at  the  limits  of  techno- 
logical science  with  its 
experimental  gas  mixes  and 
an  underwater  habitat  for  de- 
compression, to  say  nothing 
of  the  testing  of  an  Innovative 
rebrea thing  system  and  aqua- 
scooters.  He  had  been  plan- 1 
ning  to  return  to  Wakulla  to 
help  film  Stone's  planned 
follow-up  project 

Over  the  years  Rob  had  be- ; 
come  interested  in  the  filming  , 
of  these  very  visual  expedi- 
tions and,  as  he  grew  increas- 1 
ingly  articulate,  was  to  be  , 
found  on  either  side  of  the 
camera.  One  series  he  en- 
joyed making,  with  Leo  and 
Man dy  Dickinson,  was  Dead 
Men’s  Tales,  for  Channel  4 
and  later  FTV,  reconstructing 
narrow  escapes  In  the  field  of 
adventure.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  working  as  an 
underwater  cameraman  for  a 
German  television  film  about 
an  unexplored  cave  in  the 
Bahamas,  which  was  to  com- 
memorate the  death  earlier 
this  year  of  Parker's  long- 
term cave-diving  colleague, 
Rob  Palmer. 

Rob  Parker  was  founder 
and  codirector  of  the  Bristol 
Climbing  Centre,  a popular 
climbing  wall  constructed  in 
an  old  church  in  the  city.  A 
carpenter  by  trade,  he  was 
always  adapting  and  improv- 
ing the  climbs  on  offer. 

AiMfrvy  Salluid 

Rob  Parker,  underwater  caver, 
bom  June  10, 1962;  died  August 
17. 1997 
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Into  the  deep . . . Parker  in  Wookey  Hole,  scene  of  his  record-breaking  descent 
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Lieutenant-General  Hendrik  van  den  Bergh 


Boss  of  South  Africa’s  forces  of  oppression 


General  Hendrik 

van  den  Bergh,  who 
has  died  aged  82,  was 
for  much  of  the  1960s 
and  1970s  the  power  behind 
the  scenes  in  South  Africa.  In 
1968  he  created,  and  for  the 
next  decade,  led  the  Bureau 
for  State  Security,  inevitably 
dubbed  Boss  by  the  media 
(some  had  it  that  this  was  an 
appropriate  amalgam  of  BO 
and  SS). 

Boss  rapidly  acquired  a rep- 
utation, at  home  and  abroad, 
for  ruthlessness  and  pervasive 
power.  It  was  after  its  creation 
that  political  murders  first 
began  in  South  Africa.  But 
Van  den  Bergh  heatedly  de- 
nied involvement  in  any  mur- 
derous activity.  I questioned 
him  about  this  during  an  ex- 
traordinary interview  five 
years  ago.  I went  to  his 
chicken  farm  near  Bapsfon- 
tein,  35  miles  from  Johannes- 
burg, where  he  was  living  in 
retirement,  and  he  was  only 
too  wiling  to  talk  — but  an 
condition  that  I not  take  any 
notes  or  use  a tape-recorder. 

He  spoke  for  five  hours  — a 
non-stop  outpouring  of  read- 
lections  and  views.  He  was 
willing  to  talk  because  we  had 
known  each  other  for  many 
years,  from  the  day  when  he 
was  a major  in  the  CID  and  I 
was  a young  reporter  with  the 
Rand  Daily  Mail  and  be  , 
served  a subpoena  ordering 
me  to  identify  the  informant 
of  a story  I had  written.  I 
declined  and  van  den  Bergh 
personally  escorted  me  into 
the  then  Johannesburg  Fort 
prison,  shook  me  by  the  hand 
and  cordially  wished  me  well 
Eighteen  months  later  he  i 
was  appointed  head  of  the 


security  police  by  John  Vor- 
ster,  then  minister  of  justice. 
Both  men  had  been  interned 
at  Knflfiefoniein  for  pro-Nazi 
sympathies  during  the  second 
world  war. 

Over  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed I occasionally  inter- 
viewed Van  den  Bergh,  or  we 
met  for  lunch  — which  usu- 
ally ran  Into  mid-afternoon, 
as  he  tried  to  persuade  me 
about  the  virtues  of  National- 
ist leaders. 


But  as  we.sat  in  his  farm- 
house lounge  I reminded  him 
that  Boss  had  been  accused 
by  the  media,  foreign  govern- 
ment leaders  and  ex-agents  of 
a wide  variety  of  misdeeds: 
there  was  a range  of  mysteri- 
ous murders,  Including  the 
alleged  wrung  in  London  of  a 
South  African-born  journalist 
said  to  have  been  an  agent  on 
the  point  of  defecting;  there 
was  the  accusation  of  involve- 
ment in  the  assassination  of 


the  Kenyan  leader.  Tom 
Mboya;  and  much  more 
besides - 

Van  den  Bergh  insisted  that 
none  erf  it  was  the  work  of 
Boss.  "I  challenge  anyone  to 
produce  the  slightest  proof 
that  we  carried  out  any  of 
these  deeds,"  he  said. 

“But  you  must  know  about 
them."  I said.  “You  were, 
after  all,  the  most  powerful 
man  in  the  country.  Is  it  con- 
ceivable that  any  erf  these 


things  could  have  been  done 
without  your  knowledge,  if 
not  your  approval?" 

He  replied:  “It  all  depends 
on  bow  high  up  the  line  foe 
report-back  comes.”  That  ad- 
mission was  an  early  insight 
Into  the  way  in  which  the 
Nationalists  had  set  up  their 
security  machinery  so  that 
those  at  the  top  could  put 
their  hands  on  their  hearts 
and  deny  knowledge  of  deeds 
done  on  their  behalf. 


Van  den  Bergh ...  his  monument,  while  it  lasted,  was  Robben  Island  prison 
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Van  den  Bergh  was,  how- 
ever. happy  to  acknowledge 
his  success  in  suppressing 
anti-apartheid  organisations. 
After  the  Sharpe  ville  shoot- 
ing and  the  banning  of  the 
African  National  Congress 
and  the  Pan-Africanist  Con- 
gress in  1960  and  the  start  of 
violent  resistance  the  next 
year,  the  government  had 
been  floundering.  Anyone 
who  dealt  with  the  security 
police  in  Chat  era  knew  that 
more  often  than  not  they  were 
inept  and  there  was  not  much 
to  be  feared. 

Van  den  Bergh  dramati- 
cally changed  this.  The  secu- 
rity police  became  tough  and 
zealous  defenders  of  the  Na- 
tionalists, stopping  at  nothing 
to  achieve  their  ends.  Van 
den  Bergh  was  spectacularly 
successful  for  the  govern- 
ment: his  achievements  could 
be  seen  in  the  trials  erf  politi- 
cal activists  from  1963  on- 
wards and  in  the  thousands 
who  were  jailed. 

His  monument,  while  it 
lasted,  was  Robben  Island 
prison. 

When  I interviewed  him,  13 
years  after  he  had  been 
driven  out  of  office,  he  still 
spoke  with  bitter  rage  about 
PW  Botha.  The  two  had  long 
been  enemies  in  the  behind- 
the-scenes  struggles  for  con- 
trol of  South  Africa  — be- 
tween Boss  and  the  police  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  military 
on  the  other. 

Van  den  Bergh  said  he  had 
twice  foiled  plans  by  Botha, 
when  he  was  minister  of  de- 
fence, to  invade  neighbouring 
countries.  He  had  done  this 
by  going  to  Vorster  who,  even 
though  he  was  prime  minis- 


ter, did  not  know  what  was 
intended. 

Botha  had  his  chance  to 
strike  hack  when  the  infor- 
mation scandal  at  the  end  of 
the  1970s  exposed  the  misuse 
of  millions  of  rands  of  tax- 
payers' money.  Van  den 
Bergh  was  revealed  as  a ring- 
leader, together  with  other 
Nationalist  leaders  and  Bo- 
tha, and  the  military,  tri- 
umphed over  them. 

Even  afterwards,  when  Bo- 
tha became  prime  minister 
and  then  president,  the  ven- 
detta continued:  Van  den 
Bergh  told  me  that  he  had 
learned  that  government  de- 
partments had  been  ordered 
not  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  him,  and  a letter  was 
sent  to  South  African  embas- 
sies with  the  Instruction  that 
he  was  not  to  be  received  if  he 
visited. 

Stern-faced,  he  was  not 
much  given  to  laughter,  al- 
though he  did  on  occasion 
display  a slightly  grim  sense 
of  humour.  At  the  Rand  Daily 
Mail  staff  at  editorial  confer- 
ences had  a habit  when  dis- 
cussing sensitive  matters,  of 
prefacing  what  they  had  to 
say  by  looking  up  at  the  ced- 
ing and  saying:  “Hope  you 
can  hear  OK,  general"  When 
I recounted  this  to  the  general 
he  gave  me  a tight  smile: 
“Yes,  I have  heard  those 
remarks  and  it  was  not  in  the 
ceiling." 

Beniamin  Pogrund 

Lieutenant-General  Hendrik  van 
den  Bergh,  former  head  of  the 
South  African  Bureau  of  State 
Security  (Boss);  bom  November 
27, 1914:  died  August  16. 1997 


E’er  Hid w writes:  The  death  of 
Nuwat  Fateh  All  Khan  (obit- 
uary Angus#  tQ  will  prompt 
many  outpourings  worldwide 

attesting  to  his  stature  as  one 

of  the  supreme  artists  In  hi* 
field  of  devotional  faia^c 
music.  Ltdtt  Mohan  JosM 
and  T&riq  All,  estimable 
writers  both,  painted  hti  par- 
trait  with  only  part  or  the 

palette. 

Focusing  on  his  film  sound- 
track work  of  recent  years  _ 
a U chat  Bandit  Queen  and 
Dead  Man  Walking  stuff  - 
the  expense  of  him  as  a t*a& 
(tonal  perfonaer  and  his  light 
classical,  devotional  output  as 
a recording  artist  does  him  a 
disservice.  Nusrat  was  a pro- 
lific recording  artist  — in 
many  ways  Qw  too  prohfk  for 
his  own  good,  with  for  too 
many  duds  to  fete  catalogue. 

And  while  many  loved  his 
crossover,  remix  and  film 
music  albums,  many  of  his 
audience  were  horrowtruck 
by  his  deviation  from  the 
path  of  traditional  qatewnfl 

[devotional  songs].  HI*  detrac- 
tors were  not  necessarily 
stick-in-the-mud  and  his  justi- 
fication that  he  was  Introduc- 
ing Indian  (and  western) 
youth  to  the  wonders  of  qow- 
wall  felled  to  convince  many  ' 
old-timers.  Certainly  his  tra-  - 
dittoruti  qatowetU  work  on 
labels  such  as  Navras,  Ocaroa.  - 
and  RealWorid  Is  an  abiding 
source  of  inspiration. 

That  said,  his  work  with 
the  poet-lyriedst  Jsved  Akh- 
tar,  mentioned  by  Tariq  AH  . 
was  an  unexpected  counter- 
blow to  those  who  felt  quo- 
wall  and  popular  music  were 
poles  apart. 

There  Is  much  that  could  be 
said  about  Khansahlb's  aw- 
wall  career  and  many  tales  of 
his  exceptional  vocal  skills 
win  circulate  to  bolster  the  ~ 
myths.  The  memory  of  Nusrat 
that  I wUl  cherish  most  will 
be  the  one  in  concert  pro- 
moter Jay  Viava-Deva’a  fiat  to- 
north  London,  sitting  wife 
j his  vocal  ensemble,  singing 
his  heart  out  for  little  more 
j than  his  supper  a yard  away- 
from  me,  at  most  four  yards 
from  the  people  at  the  beds  of 
the  room. 

Nobody  had  the  chance  to 5 
do  the  bhartgra  and  all  flak 
j nonsense  as  they  sang.  II 
were  all  mesmerised.  iwj 

It  was  an  Innocent,  ban 
lowed  time  to  set  beside  tMgP 
memories  of  him  filling  Mg’ 
hail*  or  performing  as  special 
guest  for  the  Kronos  quartet 
at  the  Barbican  because  Krai- 
os's  David  Harrington  had 
wanted  to  see  him  perform 
live  so  very  much. 

Eric  Ayooto  writes:  Pels  Kutt 
(obituary  August  4)  was  and 
remains  one  of  the  few  con^L. 
sciences  of  Nigeria.  An  ardenCE 
socio-political  critic,  hte  tae* 
tics  may  sometimes  have  ■ 
been  controversial  bat  his 
style  and  music  placed  him  in 
a class  apart  from  the  rest. 

Most  Nigerians  have  given 
up  hope  (not  me)  that  fee 
country  will  change  for  the 
better  in  their  lifetime.  Fat 
Fela.  who  died  so  early  and 
under  military  rule  against 
which  he  had  fought  for  mast 
of  his  career,  this  swfly  was 
not  the  case.  Fela  was  tome 
one  of  the  few  patriots  in 
public  life  in  Nigeria.  Be  will 
be  greatly  missed  b W bis 
music  lives  on.  . 


Birthdays 


Princess  Margaret.  67;  John 
A ustin-Walker , Labour  MP, 
53;  Dame  Janet  Baker,  CH. 
mezzo-soprano,  €4;  Chris! 
Brasher,  athlete  and  writer, 
68;  Donald  Dewar,  Secretary: 
of  State  for  Scotland.  60:  Prof 
Andrew  Gondle,  geogra- 
pher, 52;  Robert  Golonun,  ‘ 
artist,  66;  Anne  Hobbs,  teg-*, 
nis  player,  38;  Barrie  Meyer, 
cricket  umpire,  65;  Bant 
Norman,  film  critic.  64  Ken-1 
ny  Rogers,  country  and  west- 
ern singer,  56. 
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Jackdaw 


Skin  art 

WITH  tattooing  and  body- 
piercing  now  assimilated  into 
the  mainstream,  what  sub- 
cultural value  remains? 

Just  one  of  the  questions 
raised  by  Art  Soul  Skin:  The 
Art  qf  7fc8ooing(August23 — 
October  4 at  Wolverhampton 
Art  Gallery),  an  exhibition 
dedicated  to  body  decoration. 
The  history  of  tattooing  pre- 
sents an  insight  into  its  recent 
revival  particularly  among 
young  women. 

'The  present  vogue  for 
women  going  under  the  needle 
was  also  mirrored  back  in 
early  Victorian  times,  Edwar- 
dian times,  and  by  the  writer 
Dorothy  Parker  and  her  New 


York  literary  set,"  reveals  ex- 
hibition organiser  Des  Lane: 
"People  still  think  of  tattooing 
as  a modern  phenomenon 
when,  in  feet,  it  goes  back  to 
the  Stone  Age,  and  has  contin- 
ually gone  in  and  out  of  fash- 
ion." Some  of  the  current 
trends  in  tattoo  design  go  back 
quite  a way  too. 

Celtic  bands  and  oriental 
symbols,  though  still  popular, 
have  given  way  to  designs 
with  even  stronger  tribal 

roots;  from  Maori  culture  to 
English  Paganism  (like  The 
Green  Man),  reflecting  per- 
haps a more  eco-aware ’90s 
| mindset  And  as  tattoo  artists 
seek  more  freedom  and  im- 
proved pigmentation  tech- 
i niques  (yellow  for  example 
! can  now  be  used  successfully) 
j are  utilised. 

| Imagination  is  the  only  hin- 
\ dnmee  to  the  tattoo  artist,  ID. 

Meat  market 

1 1 LOVE  the  taste  of  meat  but  I 
| don’t  eat  meat  or  meat-based 
I products.  I’m  sure  Tm  not 
| alone;  there  most  be  many 
i people  who  find  their  nose 
| twitching  and  their  mouth, 
i watering  whenever 


they  smell  bacon  or  a Sunday 
joint  roasting,  and  this  is  why 
food  producers  make  vegetar- 
ian alternatives  look  and 
taste  like  meat  products. 

Vegetarians  aren't  just 
people  who  hate  the  taste  of 
meat,  many  of  us  are  people 
who  for  a number  of  reasons 
— ethics,  health  or  whatever 
—just  do  not  want  to  eat 
meat  So  please,  those  of  you 
who  find  being  a vegetarian 
easy,  don't  criticise  those  of 
us  who  find  it  difficult 
Youcan  beat  the  real  thing, 
according  to  this  letter  in  BBC 
Vegetarian  Good  Food. 

Colour  me  bad 

INfooty  terms,  what  is  the 
effect  of  colour?  Statistically, 
since  i960,  more  thaw  50  per  ’ 
cent  of  First  Division/Pre- 
miership  title  winners  have 
played  in  red  shirts,  some- 
thing which  comes  as  no  sur- 
prise to  [colour  psychologist] 
Angela  Wright  “A  red  team 
is  going  to  get  the  crowd 
much  more  excited.  It’s  a 
physical  and  passionate 
colour  and  therefore  its  pre- 
dominance in  football  Is  very 
appropriate.  I would  expect  a 


team  in  red  to  be  a very  at- 
tacking side  and  one  that 
scares  the  opposition." 

So  if  you've  ever  wondered 
why  players  look  so  fright- 
ened when  Roy  Keane  bears 
down  on  them,  there's  your 
answer.  He's  a big  softy 
really,  it's  the  shirt  that  puts 
the  fear  of  God  Into  the  oppo- 
sition. 

But  what  about  the  boys  in 
blue?  Should  they  just  forget 
it  and  go  home? 

“A  team  in  light  blue  might 
play  more  defensively," 
reckons  [colour  psychologist] 
Bridget  Oatridge,  “although  a 
stronger,  deeper  blue  might 
be  more  powerful.  All  navy 
blue  is  not  good  on  a football 
pitch,  it’s  a block  colour  and 
has  no  oomph.  Very  classic 
and  boring." 

Well  that’s  one  expert  who 
wont  be  backing  Wimbledon, 
Chelsea  or  Everton  next  sea- 
son, but  I feel  a second  opin- 
ion is  called  for  here. 

“Blue  relates  to  the  mind,"  ' 
explains  Angela  Wright 
"Whereas  red  frightens  the 
opposition  physically,  blue 
will  give  you  fee  psychologi- 
cal edge  that  says;  Tam  cle- 
verer than  you  are*." 


Ah.  the  old  mind  over  mat- 
ter syndrome. 

Now.  if  you're  sitting  out 
there  in  reader  land  thinking 
the  last  time  you  heard  such 
nonsense  was  the  other  day 
when  Paul  Merson  claimed 
Middlesbrough  would  not 
only  return  to  the  Premier- 
ship, but  win  it  then  chew  on 
this. 

According  to  Angela, 
science— and  remember,  you 1 
can't  argue  with  that — has 
shown  that  because  of  wave- 
lengths of  different  coloured  1 
light,  we  perceive  tilings  that  ; 
are  red  as  being  closer  than 
they  really  are  and  things 
that  are  blue  as  being  further 
away. 

The  other  colours  fell 
somewhere  in  between,  with 
green  being  the  mostneutral 
as  it  is  in  the  middle  erf  the 

spectrum,  and  hence  we  see 
green  where  it  really  is. 

Which  is  lucky  really  be- 
cause if  it  were  like  blue 
there’d  be  a lot  of  people  at 
football  games  going:  "Here, 
the  pitch  seems  a long  way  off 
today,  doesn't  It?” 

Are  your  team  a metaphorical 
goal  down  before  the  first  whis- 
tle is  blown?  Total  Football 


Anime  games 

WHAT  makes  anime  [Manga 
cartoons]  appeal  to  you?  Do 
you  like  the  stories?  The 
look?  The  imagination? 
Whatever  presses  your  an- 
ime buttons,  does  ft  make  a 
difference  when  you  buy  an 
anime  based  on  a computer 
game? 

in  the  last  five  years  there 
has  been  a major  shift  in  pro- 
duction policy.  The  biggest 


Aspects 

Of  IN 

hi* 
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source  for  anime  remakes 
used  to  be  popular  manga,  but 
these  days  it  Is  the  games  that 
provide  the  impetus.  Movie 
providers  are  always  keen  to 
capitalise  on  trends,  be  It 
novels,  comics  or  TV  shows, 
but  the  fed  for  game  cash-ins 
has  left  a lot  of  burned  fingers 
in  the  Japanese  market 

The  mathematics  appear 
simple  to  company  accoun- 
tants. If  a game  sells  a million 
copies,  it's  reasonable  to  as- 
pect enough  of  those  consum- 
ers to  stump  up  the  cash  for 
an  animated  tie-in.  But  what 
does  their  cash  really  buy 
them? 

Novels  appeal  because  of 
their  stories,  comics  because 
they  work  as  ready-made 
storyboards  for  the  film  ver* 


| ducore  fail  to  realise  Is  that 
i the  playability  ofthe  game  is 
the  one  thing  guaranteed  not 
to  transfer  across  other  media. 
Manga  Mania  asks  if  there  is 
any  point  to  anime-based  com- 
puter games. 


work  for  us.feithfUUy  carry- 
ing out  their  vital  and  ex- 
traordinary task.  We  take . 
this  service  fbrgranted.  We 
seldom  give  our  eyas  a 
thought  unless  they’re  reaf$| 
tired  or  achy.  And  am 
they'll  be  lucky  to  get  more  _ 
than  a splash  of  cold  water,  or 
a dose  erf  eyedrops.  ' _ . 

For  millions  of  fea^o®  - ^ 
eyes  were  accustomed  to  tne 
regular  alteration  of  day- 
light and  darkness,  when 
nightfall  brought  repose-  BttH 
the  modem  liwstyl®  tow&icb 

they  have  been  fo«»dto 

adapt  is  stanlngly  diffor®™  - 
from  that  of  even  a century 
ago.  Lift  in  the  aoth  con jury 

is  profoundly  stressful  for 

eyes. 

Set  in  its  protective  bony 
socket,  theeye  is  a tiny  mfr- 

ade  of  design. 

toyour^onfr  Country  . 
Uohtg. 


Eye  eye 


Manga . , . what’s  in  anime? 


EVERY  waking  minute, 
every  day.  our  eyes  are  at 
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weather 
went  plum 
duff 


Every  day  Is  Christ- 
mas In  the  Derbyshire 
town  of  Heanor,  where 
the  heat  wave  paused  yes- 
terday for  a freak  blizzard 
to  celebrate  record  Christ-' 
mas  pudding  production, 
writes  Martyn  Halsall. 

Graham  Keating,  right, 
the  general  manager  of 
Britain's  biggest  Christmas 
pudding-maker  Matthew 
Walker,  donned  a flying 
jacket  to  brave  the  snow- 
flakes accompanying  the 
year's  first  delivery.  •. 

“There  might  stm  be  18 
weeks  until  Christmas,  but 
we  are  entering  the  busiest 
time  of  the  year,”  he  Bald. 
“We  probably  have  one  of 
the  world's  worst  cash- 
flows, as  most  of  our  selling 
Is  done  in  three  months  of 
the  year.” 

The  company,  which 
started  98  years  ago  with 
eight  people  and  a recipe 
from  a farmer’s  wife,  em- 
ployes 250.  and  Is  a subsid- 
iary of  Northern  Foods. 
Yesterday’s  celebrations 
marked  the  production  of  7 
million  paddings  this  year. 
Walker’s,  which  claims 
52  per  cent  of  the  UK  mar- 
ket share,  also  exports  to 
10  countries. 

PHOTOGRAPH  DON  McPHEE 
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Shoppers  off  to 
a racing  start 
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Mark  Milner 


HOWEVER  much  Brit- 
ain’s sportsmen  and 
women  may  need  the 
benefit  of  special  academies 

r,sat  DSsoR  s?** 

nation’s  shoppers  do  not.  r^LItflechild  i latest,  and 
Spending  in  Britain's  high  1 consultation  paper 

streets  is  growing  foster  than  on  .electricity  prices  is  disap- 
anywhere  in  the  world.  pointing  on  two  mam  counts. 

The  headline  numbers  do  electricity  industry 

need  to  be  treated  with  a mod-  ^saiator,  has  rowed  back  on 
icum  of  caution.  The  year-on-  *“■  original  suggestion  about 
year  rise  of  65  per  cent  ^e  amount  by  which  consum- 
Warded  last  m<X  m could  expect  MrMifc 

something  to  the  downard  ®eco°5' 
revision  of  the  July  1996  fig-  which  compe ti- 
me — and  perhaps  rather  rathef  tS“  "*•**!“• 

more  to  consumers  spending  y31  provide  ^ to*31  P™** 
their  windfall  gains  from  the  ctP^umers  i00*®  overly 
•Pate  of  building  society  


races  between  now  and  the 
late  1980s,  there  are  just 
enough  similarities  to  engen- 
der a sense  of  unease.  The 
four  rate  rises  in  as  many 
months  may  nudge  consumer 
spending  and  money  supply 
figures  down  to  more  comfort- 
able levels,  but  it  is  hard  to 
avoid  the  feeling  that  (pace 
the  political  imperatives  of  a 
general  election)  it  would 
have  been  more  effective  for 
having  been  implemented 
earlier. 


Littlechild  tiptoes 


ROFESSOR  Stephen 
Littlechlld's  latest,  and 


ML,  ■ 


Murdoch’s  profits  slump 


demutualisations. 

Just  how  much  isn't  dear, 
but  the  Office  for  National 
Statistics  has  taken  a stab  at 
disentangling  windfall  spend 
lng.  According  to  its  calcula- 


Only  last  month  Professor 
Littlechild  was  signalling  that 
he  expected  the  average  dec- 
tricity  bill  to  fall  by  around 
£30  in  one  go.  Now  he  is  sug- 
gesting reductions  of  between 


tions  windfalls  contributed  I £15and  £25  over_  two  years. 


about  £100  million  to  last 
month’s  spending  total. 


The  electricity  industry, 
stm  smarting  from  the  wind- 


M to  imposed  in  tile  Bud- 
figure*  in  comparison11' with  «o  doubt  argue 


Lisa  Buckingham 
City  Editor 


has  been  forced  to  make  fear  BSkyB,  from  digital  terres- 
the  revival  of  its  book  pub-  trial  broadcasting  — coupled 


trial  broadcasting  — coupled  their  predictions  for  the 

" Usher,  HaiperCoBins.  with  the  prediction  that  group’s  current  year  perfbr- 

Tbe  decline  in  the  headline  heavy  investment  will  start  to  mance  on  the  basis  that  Mr 
PAINFUL  perfor-  profits  from  LQ2  billion  Aus-  drive  its  profits  downwards.  Murdoch  fidled  to  fulfil  his 
mance  from  Twen-  trallan  dollars  (£470  billion)  But  if  so-called  abnormal  prediction  at  a 20  per  cent 
tieth  Century  Fox,  to  A$720  million  wfll intense  costs  — such  as  the  A$270  mil-  profits  increase.  Several 
after  flops  such  as  speculation  that  Mr  Mur-  lion.  HarperColIins  restruc-  News  Corp  watchers  pre- 
Speed  2 and  Vol-  doch’s  golden  touch  has  de-  tmlng  charge  and  losses  on  dieted  another  10  per  cent 


Analysts  are  now  revising  | revenues.  Revenues  from  the 


M p 

mance  from  Twen- 
tieth  Century  Fox, 
JBlgK.  after  flops  such  as 
M^vkspeodSand  Vol- 
cano - at  the.  box-office,  de- 


revenues,  Revenues  from  the  Although  News  Corpora-  the  windfall  effect  has  passed 
UK  titles  rose  by  5 per  cent  tlon’s  Twentieth  Century  its  peak, 
and  this,  together  with  fttr-  studios  started  the  year  well.  Of  course  it  Is  never  that 
tier  efficiency  gains  and  with  blockbusters  such  as  In-  simple.  There  are  other  fac- 


July  1996,  it  isdown  on  the 

£200  million  the  ONS  pen-  levels  anyway.  Whefoer 

cOled  in  for  June,  suggesting  ****[  ««  Jf  toe 

the  windfall  effect  has  passed  complaints  to  the  Mo- 
lts peak.  * nopolies  and  Mergers  Com- 

Of  ‘<»Aiiwn  44  flo  nmiAt*  mission  remains  to  be  seen. 


simple.  There  are  other  fac- 


Murdoch  failed  to  fulfil  his  lower  newsprint  prices  at  the  dependence  Day  — which  tors'  to  be  taken  into  account  quoted  regional 

prediction  of  a 20  per  cent  Wapping  stable,  pushed  oper-  took  about  $800 million  world-  Unemployment  has  been  fall-  »cctncity  companies  to  be 

profits  increase.  Several  ating  profits  up  by  a third.  wide  — and  the  newly  remod-  lng  steadily  over  a long  3X116  to  maxe  mu<m  at  a juage- 

News  Corp  watchers  pre-  The  group  said  that  all  its  died  Stair  Wars  trilogy,  it  all  period  and,  though  earnings  ™ent  from  the  stock  market 

dieted  another  10 per  cent  -national  newspapers  held  or  went  to  custard,  later  in  the  growth  has  been  flat,  the  “feel  ^ou  < 1 +^er?lt’ 


serted  him  at  a time  when  his  the  sale  of  businesses  — are  profits  decline,  even  though  increased  their  market  share,  year  with  the  poor  fourth 


railed  global  profits  for  I elder  son  and  daughter  are  set  to  one  side,  the  underlying  Mr  Murdoch  yesterday  prom-  with  the  Tones  — - still  in  the  quarter  releases. 


Rupert  Murdoch’*  News  Cor- 
poration Ur  the.  year  to  June, 
eclipsing  strong  gains  from 


vying  with  each  other  for  trading  performance  of  News  ised  “a  rapid  acceleration  of  vanguard  of  price  competi-  Losses  in  the  final  three 


good”  factor  — which  under- 
pins consumers'  willingness 
to  spend  or  to  borrow  to 


ingly,  the  shares  in  the  two 
main  generating  companies 
put  on  a little  upward  spurt. 
The  bigger  question  mark. 


future  control  of  the  empire.  Corporation  moved  ahead,  its  global  growth  strategy  in  tlon  — raising  Its  circulation  months  exceeded  A$150  mil-  spend  — may  last  longer  than  y,  1 Digger  qiMsnonmmx, 

A number  of  setbacks  have  helped  by  a good  result  from  the  years  ahead”.  bvisnereent  Hnn.  Aradvshs  *nv  th»  nritinnir  Him-t  #»«■«**  nf  m+nHfan«  however,  must  pe  overtne  un- 


the  group’s  British  publish- 1 struck  News  Corporation  dur- 1 its  US  Fox  TV  business. 


by  15  per  cent 


lion.  Analysts  say  the  outlook  the  direct  effect  of  windfalls. 


tng  and  television  businesses,  lug  the  past  12  months,  in- 
News  Corporation,  whit*  is  eluding  the  surprise  retreat 


trying  to  avoid  a slun 
share  price  by  die 


from  ASkyB,  the  group’s  US 
satellite  broadcaster,  the 


Despite  an  8 per  cent  in-  party  said  that  its  British 
crease  in  interest  payments  newspapers,  which  include 


” MWM*  ZMMUJiHO  >1 UU,  UUU.WA.  UM>  VUX^VI  »JAVL  VI  WiUUUUIO.  _Q|%A.  _e  AAfnTtoHHrtri  rpl,flrQ  1_ 

A statement  from  the  com-  Apart  from  the  wayward  for  the  current  year  will  The  picture  is  complicated 


and*  50 per  cent  rise  in  its 
famously  low  tax  hill,  the 


the  Times,  the  Sunday  Times 
and  the  Sun,  had  “exceeded 


results  from  HarperColIins,  hinge  crudaDy  an  very  high-  by  the  latest  data  from  the  “ " * 

caught  in  a wider  industry  budget  films,  such  as  Titanic  British  Bankers’  Association. 
problem  of  static  sales  and  in-  and  Anastasia  — estimated  to  Lending  to  the  personal  sec-  r18? 

creased  royalty  payments  for  carry  price-tags  of  between  tor  last  month  was  buoyant,  ^detenSned — 


plans  to  buy  hack  another  launch  of  a rival  to  its  highly  business  managed  to  provide  expectations”  and  scored  sub-  authors  — it  was  Hollywood’s  A4350  million  and  A$400  mil-  though  without  quite  match-  n 

$1  billion  (£825  million)  of  its  successful  American  TV  Mr  Murdoch  with  about  stantlal  increases  over  the  unpredictability  which  once  linn,  which  wfil  represent  the  lng  the  record  increases  of 

equity,  was  also  badly  Guide,  the  recent  exclusion  of  Afl8  million  of  dividends  previous  year,  thanks  to  again  dealt  a blow  to  Mr  Mur-  largest  bets  Mr  Murdoch  has  May  and  June.  On  the  one  nf  ns 

knocked  by  the  provision  it  its  UK  television  offahoot,  from  his  family  shareholding,  strong  rises  in  advertising  doch’s  profit  ambitions.  ever  placed  in  Tinseltown.  band,  consumer  lending  by 


Its  UK  television  offahoot,  | from  his  family  shareholding.  | strong  rises  in  advertising  l doch’s  profit  ambitions. 


ever  placed  in  Tinseltown. 


hand,  consumer  lending  by 
BBA  members  actually  fell 


enough  at  spotting  which 
supermarket  Is  offering  the 


Higher  interest  rates  may  Asda’s  Tory  MR  chief 
follow  money  supply  rise  sees  income  top  £2m 


last  month,  against  both  the  “S 

best  bargains.  If  we  werent 


the  six-monthly  average.  On 
the  other,  mortgage  lending,  I ioyaity  cards. 


there  would  be  no  need  for 


though  a fraction  below  the  ,.J?e  ^.  however  is  tm- 
STrecoriZ  Sco^  1^  to  apply,  at  W to  the 


June  record,  was  still  com- 
fortably ahead  of  the  average 
of  the  previous  six  months. 


short  term,  to  electricity  sup- 
ply. It  is  unlikely  that  anyone 


Fifth  post-electioii  increase  couMhit 
us  soon,  says  CHARLOTTE  DENNY 


Borrowers  may  be  fac- 
ing even  higher  interest 
rates  after  evidence 
emerged  yesterday  of  boom- 
ing growth  in  the  money 
supply. 

The  next  increases  could 


increase  could  hit 
ILOTTE  DENNY 

computable  with  the  inflation 

economy  with  farther  rises  to  target  In  the  medium  term”. 


JuHaFhtch 


if  they  turned  the  ailing  firm 
around.  Now,  with  the  com- 


p miii  "wsTTssrso ct  sffASJakSSSff 

that  it  takes  longer  to  buy  a 5iWI^21,co5Pefab  ? 

ctear  profit  of  more  than  $£?  S M LSS 

ELSn^^Therictespmm-  scarcely  co^ortable  Yet  cansumers 


RCHIE  Norman,  chair-  cashing  in. 


pany  back  to  health,  they  are  ised  by  the  special  bonus  reading  for  the  Bank  of  Eng- 


m.  RCHIE 
c 

i^^Lelected 


share  scheme  areDot  yet  ex-  l^fTlnterea-rate-setSS 


of  Asda,  newly  Mr  Norman  exercised  his  ha  us  ted.  Mr  Norman  has  monetary  policy  committee.  t thp  onnQrtunities 
' MP  for  Tun-  option  over  million  of  the  more  than  one  million  shares  Nor  wfll  the  latest  M4  money  ^hir-h  Pi^fLsor  Littlechiid 


Interest  rates  later  in  the  The  Bank  is  carefully 
year.  watching  the  impact  of  the  ex- 

M4,  the  broad  measure  of  paqding  money  supply  on  out- 


ing growth  In  the  money  money  supply  that  Includes  put,  along  with  other  evi- 

suDply.  notes  and  coins  to  circulation  dence  about  whether  the 

The  next  increases  could  plus  deposits  at  banks  and  economy  Is  overeating  while  year, 

come  sooner  rather  ttmn  later  building  societies,  grew  by  it  decides  whether  to  put  up  At  me  same  time,  Mr  Nor- 

even  though  the  Bank  of  Eng-  1L8  per  cent  in  the  12  months  rates  again.  manhadaWpercent^yrise 

land  onlytost  week  suggested  to  July,  up  from  11.6  per  cent  David  Coleman  from  Wood  to  a basic  salary  of  £439.000  — 
that  the  Alim* st  a rise  — the  the  orevious  month.  The  Gundy  said  the  MPC  could  cvra 


The  Bank  is  carefully  bridge  WeDs  and  recently  ap-  cheap  shares  last  year.  At  the 
watching  the  impact  of  the  ex-  pointed  vice-chairman  of  the  time  they  were  worth  lllp  _ 
padding  money  supply  on  out-  Conservative  Party,  banked  each  and  they  netted  him  a | dinary  share  options, 
put,  along  with  other  evi-  nearly  £L7  million  from  a 
dence  about  whether  the  share  option  scheme  last 


which  Professor  Littlechild 


he  can  buy  for  just  a tenth  of  supply  figures,  up  0.8  per  cent  Kgiteves  are  available 
ip.  He  also  has  2.5  million  or-  to  July.  • 


that  the  August  8 rise  — the 
fourth  since  the  May  l gen- 
eral election  — would  be  the 
last  for  some  time. 

Threadneetile  Street  is  al- 
ready concerned  that  the 
rapid  expansion  'in  broad 


the  previous  month.  The  Gundy  said  the  MPC  could  even  though  he  gave  up  day- 
monih-dn-month  growth  rate  take  heart  from  data  showing  to-day  control  of  the  super- 
slowed  slightly  from  0£  per  that  the  pace  of  leading  has  market  chain  seven  months 
cent  to  June  to  &8  per  cent  in  slowed  from  its  buoyant  into  its  financial  year  and 

levels  earlier  in  the  summer,  started  working  only  three  or 
“These  numbers  are  un-  M4  lending  grew  by  42  per  four  days  a week  in  the  run- 
likely  to  fffffry  the  monetary  cent  in  the  12  months  to  July,  up  to  the  general  election.  He 
policy  committee  too  wnirfo  down  from  5.7  per  cent  the  also  received  a performance 
comfort,”  said  Jonathan  previous  momth.  bonus  of  £104,000. 

from  hsbc  Markets.  Separate  data  from  the  Brit-  Mr  Norman,  aged  43,  was 


ISSr^SSS^t  ite  ® committee  .teM  So ** 

SuSti?  the  XtoflaSon‘  target  L^i^fl^HSBC  Markets.  Separate  data  from  the  Brit-  Mr  Norman,  jgEw 

g»e«r; 

..Analysts  said  that. yester  ^ le^ 


dkys  data  showing  thattiw  ^ fte  ^eBRA  figures  showed  a scheme  introduced  in  1992. 

annual  rate  of  S.ro^^  noat*”  fall  of  vp**  million  in  total  when  Asda  was  on  its  knees, 

ctonbed  again  to  Jidy  h^  longer  has  a i^ing  to  the  private  sector  The  scheme  gave  them  the 

t5Sg«ftA  foe  first  fall  since  De-  right  to  buy  shares  at  just  O.lp 

mitfoe  (MPC)  may  hit  the 


Norman:  checkout  in  style 


. ..  . Tt  is  true  that  foe  latest  pro- 

omaiy  snare  oponns.  Nwie  of  toe  above  means  gjVe  consumers  a 

to  June,  as  Asda  revealed  a the  Bank  will  be  panicked  by  of  benefit  between  1998 

16  per  cent  improvement  to  the  spectre  of  a iMOs-rtyle  totit  Swellbe 

profits  to  ^54  million,  Mr  boom  Into  forther  apressive  eilpectllwSiB51StoSS«2 
Norman  said  he  would  be  tak-  tightening  of  monetary  pd-  ^n-hiooded  comoetltion  bv 
tog  a pay  cut  as  he  handed  icy.  Certainly  London’s  finan-  the  Sdofthe  wriS  F 

day-to-day  control  to  his  dep-  rial  markets  were  little  fazed  It  would  haw  been  better  If 
uty  Allan  Leighton.  But  he  by  yesterday’s  data.  The  ^ rggu^tor  had  sought  to 
was  awarded  his  £53,000  1997  money  market  is  discounting  a uttle  blt  more  up 

pay  rise  even  thou^r  he  spent  only  one  more  quarter-point  at  the  risk  of  an  MMC 

nearly  half  foe  year  working  rise  to  base  rates.  investigation, 

part-time  so  he  could  concen-  Blit  if  there  are  clear  diner- 
trate  on  winning  the  safe 
Tonbridge  Wells  seat  for  the 
Tories. 

Mr  Leighton  and  two  other 
directors — finance  chief  Phil 
Cox  and  trading  director 
Tony  Campbell  — . have  also 
cashed  in  from  the  share  op- 
tion scheme. 

They  each  sold  750,000  of 
foe  O.lp  shares,  netting  them 
more  than  £830,000  a piece. 


Gold  fever  but 
no  price  rush 


to  its  most  recent  report  on  J cember.. 


Cod  with  chocolate  chips 


Hon  Armstrong  said  tive  cash  poured  info  build- 
ingjocietto-  But  tbecatp^ 
Mux.  trat  taggers  suffered  a sbodt  de- 


^ARPETBAOGERS  ibcSMk  jS&*SS5AS 

cord  tevelfortosec^  wn-  Nationwide  has  smoe  lifted 

sccutrve  month,  according  to  wnn&™ei»  its  suspension  on  new  ac- 

flgures  published  yastod^.-  it  cotcSoto^ many  societies 

The  Building  Societies  s-  remato  wary  of  the  specuto 

Assoclation  said  foe  gde^  £^oS°h^a^c»rtto  t^Mr  AMStrong  sdd  it 
speoilative  money  continued  ^JSSyatesStoSest  was  too  early  to  tall  whetor 
to  flow  toto  foe  remaining  toe^h^my^  ^ ^ mutual  foe  carpetbaggers  had  hems 
mutuals  during  Jifr?.  t&ktog  repeUedforgood..  ’We  II 

otei  receipts  for  the  month  toves-  have  to  wait  to  see  whg  hap- 

to  £1,858  bfifion.  . • _ move  pens  to  August,”  he  raid.  . 

This  compares  with  foe  heen  ha  contrast,  all  lending  fig- 


cord  level  for  foe  second  con- 
secutive month,  according  to 
figures  published  yesterday.  ■ 
The  Building  Societies 


Italian  ice-cream 

thp  gets  ever  more  dovraSgMbirarrel  dieted  that  ice-cream  sales 

-n.wjn.tij-  caus  Inhn  tosme  gelaterie,  fla-  this  year  would  exceed  the 

KCOUCj  3ayS  JOnn  vours  gnrh  as  aubergine,  record  reached  in  1996  three  months  of  this  year,  were  signs  that  foe  rapid  pace 

y,  ^rejected  plans  ror  .con-  artichoke,  beans  and  oxdon  when  each  consumer  spent  reflect  booming  markets  of  growth  seen  in  recent  years 

jrsion  by  a margin  of  3-L_  UnWCTin  Milan  ^ 0fifer.  One  Neapoli-  an  average  of  120,000  lire  around  the  world  other  than  might  he  stowing”. 

Nationwide  bas  smeeuroa  ^ ^ a creation  (£42.10).  to  devour  seven  kl-  to  continental  Europe  and  Across  the  whole  developed 

s suspension  on  n*w_uc-  THE  Gelataria  Cen-  flavoured  with  baccald,  or  los  of  the  stuff  — twice  as  Japan.  British  jewellery  sales  world,  total  demand  of  170.8 

mnta,  but  many  sooenes  yy-  Santa  March-  dried  cod,  a popular  jbogre-  much  as  they  spent  in  the  have  soared,  with  a 16  per  tomes  was  5 per  cent  lower 

'Wary  rntne specom-  on  the  LI-  dient  in  Neapolitan  cook-  early  1980s.  cent  rise  during  the  quarter  than  foe  same  period  last 

wSfoer  enrimi  roast  near  Genoa,  ing.  In  Padua  grappa-fla-  The  nation’s  20,000  arti-  against  a year  ago.  year,  but  developing 

as  too  early  to  ten  American  tourist  is  en-  vonred  Ice  cream  Is  sold.  san  ice-cream  makers  got  “Consumer  confidence  con-  countries  snapped  up  a total 

» riiiMfMric.  “Unforeettable.  The  pay-off  has  come  as  63,000  lire  of  the  120,000.  ttoued  to  rise  to  the  run-up  to  5523  tonnes,  up  18  per  cent 

jpelled  for  good,  we  us™*™-  I haven’t  Italian  and  foreign  tourists  The  rest  went  to  indnstri-  the  general  election  in  May,”  from  foe  second  quarter  of 

ivetowaittoseevfo^hap-  are  stm  happy  to  fork  out  aHy-made  concoctions  sold  said  foe  World  Gold  CounciL  1996. 

ms  in  August,  heram-^  ^ more  than  a pound  to  slurp  mainly  in  supermarkets 

« Aevani  , geteta. ta  «h^  cot 


from  the  traditional  to  the  one  to  the  general  belt- 
excrtic,  such  as  mango  and  tightening.  An  industry 
woodland  fruit,  to  the  association  this  week  pre- 
downrlght  bizarre.  dieted  that  ice-cream  sales 


Dan  Atkinson 

GOLD  demand  world- 
wide hit  a record  900- 
plus  tonnes  during  the 
second  quarter  of  this  year, 
despite  the  collapse  in  foe 
market  price. 

The  figures,  up  n per  cent 
on  the  same  period  of  1996 
and  coming  on  top  of  all-time 


It  was  a different  story  in 
Europe.  French  jewellery  de- 
mand dropped  2 per  cent  and 
German  consumers,  although 
producing  a 1 per  cent  rise  to 
caipg,  “remain  cautious”.  In 
Italy,  demand  dropped  9 per 
cent  during  foe  quarter  as 
against  the  same  period  last 
year. 

US  demand  reached  a new 
record  of  74^  tonnes  during 


foe  car] 
repelle 


/lekta  Ltonre  on  the  Li-  dient  in  Neapolitan  cook- 
grrrtan  coast  near  Genoa,  ins.  In  Padua  grappa-fla- 
an  Amariran  tourist  is  cBh  voured  ice  cream  is  sold. 


record  demand  to  the  first  the  quarter,  “although  there 
three  months  of  this  year,  were  signs  that  the  rapid  pace 
reflect  booming  markets  of  growth  seen  in  recent  years 
around  the  world  other  than  might  he  stowing”, 
to  continental  Europe  and  Across  the  whole  developed 


cent  rise  during  foe  quarter  than  foe  same  period  last 


against  a year  ago. 


developing 


ttaBHgrs  had  been  an  American  tourist  is  en- 
£o?BOOd.  “We’ll  thustostic.  “Unforgettable. 

. n IT-  T hairan't 


“Consumer  confidence  con-  countries  snapped  up  a total 
ttoued  to  rise  to  the  run-up  to  5523  tonnes,  up  18  per  cent 


said  the  World  Gold  Councfl- 


r’Z.V*"*  TE."  hufldtoa  societies.  repeneu  w*.  * \r~  Baaij-.  * tMg*  nnn  t haven't  Italian  ana  roreign  tounsra  rne  resi  vent  to  mansm- 

^ SBM.time.  ^ Scything Hkethte any-  are  stiff  happy  to  fork  out  affy-made  concoctions  sold 

'Sjrsss*.**.*  sarJsa*^ ® ^ ^sstjsts^s  s^Meraarke“ 
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Woolwich  and  Bristol « West  awraawg*  r*~  . . $2.474 billion,  while  approv-  mane  oy  r iw  mnt  Ims  this  anv  attack  mounted  bv  Cyprus  0.8470  India  5734 
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accused  consumers  of  a in  Jun  more  varied.  These  range  cream  has  proved  impervi-  | their  higher  costs.  1 svpp#od  by  «an“— * ' — *— • *— 


from  foe  second  quarter  of 
1996. 


Qwmany  &9B90 

Oreaca  451.00 
Hong  Kong  12.01 
India  5734 


figures. 

BSA  deputy  director  flen- 


■•ftaHing  frmmy”  as  specula- 1 £2^09  billion. 


more  varied.  These  range  I cream  has  proved  impervi-  I their  higher  costs. 


Italy  2320 

Malta  0.82 
Natharlands  33200 
New  Zealand  142 
Nonray  1137 
Portugal  290.75 

Saudi  Arabia  5 J8 


Stngapon2JB 
South  Africa  731 

Spain  240.75 
Swadan  12.849 
Switzerland  2399 
Turkey  256,040 
USA  1,5625 


SvppH od  by  NalWoat  Sent  (emtinSJng  Indian  rupma  Bndttraeff  ttmkmB. 
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Electricity  watchdog  Stephen  Littlechild  announces  his  decision  to  permit  suppliers  to  charge  domestic  consumers  more  than  was  earlier  proposed 

Retreat  on  price  of  power 


CoIbWoston 
Industrial  Correspondent 


Household  elec- 
tricity bills  for 
25  mill  !nn  consum- 
ers will  fell  next 
year  by  far  less 
than  first  promised  after  the 
industry  regulator  yesterday 
bowed  to  pressure  from  elec- 
tricity supply  companies  and 
drastically  scaled  down  bis 
proposed  price  cuts. 

Professor  Stephen  Little- 
child,  director-general  of  the 
watchdog.  Offer,  said  his  pro- 
posed price  cap  would  mean  a 
cut  of  between  £15  and  £25 
over  the  next  two  years  in  the 
average  domestic  electricity 
bill  of  £270  a year. 


This  compares  with  his  ear- 
lier proposals  which  would 
have  forced  companies  to  cut 
household  bills  by  at  least  £30 
in  next  year  alone^ 

Prof  Littlechild’s  retreat 
comes  in  response  to  the 
regional  electricity  compa- 
nies’ threats  to  trigger  a Mo- 
nopolies and  Mergers  Com- 
mission inquiry  if  the 
regulator  did  not  scale  down 
his  price  cut  plans.  This  could 
have  undermined  the  time- 
table for  the  introduction  of 
nationwide  competition  in 
electricity  supply,  due  to 
begin  early  next  year. 

Although  he  insisted  com- 
petition would  deliver  further 
price  cuts  he  confessed  that 
consumers  were  likely  to  be 
bemused  by  the  opening  up  of 


the  domestic  market  from 
next  April. 

Some  observers  questioned 
the  regulator's  optimism 
about  the  benefits  of  competi- 
tion, suggesting  that  if  few 
consumers  switch  supplier 
there  would  be  little  Impetus 
for  prices  to  faH  In  addition, 
supermarkets  and  other  com- 
panies from  outside  the  sector 
have  not  been  as  keen  as  was 
hoped  to  alter  the  electricity 
supply  market. 

The  regulator  said  his 
amended  price  cap  plans,  pub- 
lished yesterday  in  the  fifth 
and  final  consultation  paper 
on  the  new  price  controls  due 
to  come  in  next  April,  would 
nevertheless  deliver  price 
reductions  in  real  terms  for 
consumers. 


The  move,  described  as  a U- 
tum  by  some  City  analysts, 
sent  shares  in  the  main  gener- 
ating companies  soaring  as 
the  market  absorbed  the  feet 
that  regional  electricity  com- 
panies and  other  suppliers 
would  now  be  allowed  by  the 
regulator  to  pay  a higher 
price  for  electricity. 

Prof  littlechild  said  his 
amended  plans  meant  compa- 
nies should  cut  prices  by  be- 
tween 7.5  per  cent  and  10  per 
cent  in  rod  terms  over  the 
next  two  years. 

He  said  his  proposals  were 
entirely  realistic.  'T  don't  see 
any  justifiable  basis  for  any 
company  to  go  to  the  MMC.” 
His  proposals  were  a sen- 
sible arrangement  that  would 
deliver  adequate  revenue  for 


the  electricity  supply  compa- 
nies and  lower  prices  for  con- 
sumers, he  said. 

His  plans  would  allow  elec- 
tricity supply  companies  to 
pass  on  to  customers  £500  mil- 
lion in  extra  costs  associated 
with  the  introduction  of  com- 
petition over  the  five  years  of 
the  new  price  control.  The 
firms  had  Horaanripri  the  right 
to  pass  on  estimated  extra 
costs  of  £850  million  to 
consumers. 

Prof  Littlechild  said  he  ex- 
pected competition  and  the 
entry  of  new  companies  into 
the  supply  market  to  cut  costs 
and  prices  further. 

On  industry  reaction  to  his 
earlier  proposals,  he  said;  "I 
have  accepted  that  you  can- 
not impose  by  regulation 


everything  a competitive 
market  might  deliver."  The 
proposed  price  constraint  was 
based  on  companies*  actual 
costs,  he  said 

He  believed  competition 
would  allow  electricity  supply 
firms  to  force  generators' 
prices  down  and  that  it  was, 
therefore,  possible  for  pur- 
chase costs  to  be  cut  by  be- 
tween 6 per  cent  and  10  per 
cent,  he  said. 

Prof  Littlechild  said  he  did 
not  accept  the  companies' 
case  for  3 per  cent  to  5 per 
cent  profit  margin  on  turn- 
over. "I  think  1JS  per  cent  is 
comparable  with  the  gas  in- 
dustry and  is  a reasonable 
level  of  return  to  allow.  The 
more  efficient  companies  will 
make  higher  profit  margins." 
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Bodycote  plans 
new  German  plants 


■an  King 


i odycote,  the  fest-ex- 
i pan  ding  engineering 
'and  metal  processing 
group,  said  yesterday  it 
would  open  two  plants  in  Ger- 
many in  the  next  18  months. 

Bodycote,  which  also  makes 
industrial  protective  clothing, 
said  the  plants  — including 
one  in  Hanau.  and  possibly 
one  in  Munich  — would 
replace  less  efficient  facilities. 

Managing  director  John 
Chesworth  (above)  said  the 
company..—  which  has  al- 
ready spent  £52  million  on  ac- 
quisitions this  year  — was 
looking  for  further  deals.  An- 
other £35  million  would  be 


spent  on  capital  investment 

Mr  Chesworth  said  Body- 
cote was  in  talks  about  ac- 
quiring at  least  one  business, 
and  was  still  looking  to 
strengthen  its  operations  in 
the  US,  while  there  were  still 
plenty  of  openings  In  Eastern 
Europe.  He  said:  “Bodycote  is 
now  the  largest  group  of  its 
kind  in  the  world,  yet  it  only 
has  a small  percentage  of  its 
potential  markets.” 

His  comments  came  as  the 
firm  unveiled  an  87  per  cent 
jump  in  first-half  pre-tax  prof- 
its, to  £235  million,  on  the 
hack  of  sales  up  63  per  cent  at 
£995  million. 

Shares  of  Bodycote,  which 
is  planning  a share  split, 
closed  35p  higher  at  942'Ap. 


Asian  storm  heads  for  Hong  Kong 


Currency  shake-up  not  over,  writes 
Nick  Cumming-Brace  in  Singapore 


MODEST  recoveries  by 
the  currencies  of  Indo- 
nesia, Thailand  and 
the  Philippines  — which  have 
been  Asia's  weakest — yester- 
day brought  governments  and 
dealers  a welcome  respite 
from  weeks  of  frantic  activity, 
but  no  peace  of  mind. 

Now  fears  are  focusing  on 
the  Hong  Kong  dollar  — even 
with  its  huge  Chinese 
support 

After  slumping  to  an  all- 
time  low  against  the  dollar  on 
Tuesday,  Indonesia's  rupiah 
rebounded  strongly,  buoyed 
by  a sharp  hike  in  interest 
rates  and  government  certifi- 
cates on  Tuesday. 

The  Thai  baht  followed  the 
rupiah  upwards,  as  the 
country  awaited  IMP  ap- 
proval today  for  a $16  billion 
(£9-8  billion)  bail-out  package. 

“It’s  the  eye  of  the  storm," 
warns  Bill  Belchere  of  Merrill 
Lynch  & Co  in  Singapore. 
“It's  passing  overhead,  but 
It’s  not  over." 

In  little  more  than  a month, 
the  baht,  rupiah  and  Philip- 
pine peso  have  all  cut  their 


Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 


A MOMENT  of  grim  sat- 
isfaction for  the  chaps 
at  British  Telecom  the 
other  day  when  one  of  their 
chief  tormentors  — the 
BBC's  customer-is-always- 
right  programme  Watchdog 
— boobed  in  a big  way. 
Watchdog's  August  14 
broadcast  gave  out  the  tele- 
phone number  for  the 
Costco  store  in  Watford. 
Except  , tt  didn’t.  The  con- 
sumer's chief  chihuahua 
was  dose,  bat  no  Pedigree 
Chum:  the  number  given 
was  of  a hapless  private 
subscriber,  whose  life  came 
close  to  ruin  as  hfa  receiver 
was  rocked  off  the  hook.  By 
chance,  all  thfg  happened 
the  day  after  BTs  nuisance- 
calls  department  had 
Issued  its  five-yearly 
report 

PROOF  positive  the 
world  has  turned  up- 
side down.  Our  maw  in 
the  marketplace  at  Llbos  in 
south-west  France  last 
week  dug  deep  into  his  han- 
dle of  holiday  francs  to  pay 
for  some  appetising-look- 
ing monkfish.  Clocking  his 


links  to  the  dollar,  leaving 
South-east  Asia's  central 
banks  groping  in  new  terri- 
tory where  neither  they  nor 
dealers  can  yet  determine  the 
currencies’  fair  value. 

Markets  in  North-  east  Asia 
are  also  now  a source  of  anxi- 
ety. South  Korea's  currency 
has  emerged  as  an  obvious 
target  falling  to  a record  low 
against  the  dollar  on  Tuesday. 

“It's  likely  to  succumb  in 
the  next  few  weeks.”  an  econ- 
omist based  in  Singapore 
said,  pointing  to  parallels 
with  Thailand,  with  its 
$40  billion  of  short-term  debt 
maturing  over  the  next  year, 
the  strain  on  its  banks  and 
growing  fears  of  a liquidity 
crunch. 

The  consolation  is  that  the 
South  Korean  government 
may  accelerate  and  broaden 
moves  to  liberalise  its  closed 
capital  markets. 

But  Korea's  predicament  is 
overshadowed  by  the  prob- 
lems in  Bong  Kong,  which  is 
defending  the  last  of  Asia's 
dollar  pegs.  “If  the  Hong  Kong 
dollar  comes  under  pressure 


customer’s  nationality,  the 
stallkeeper  brightened. 
Was  there,  he  asked,  any 
chance  of  payment  in  ster- 
ling? (Note  to  printer,  ster- 
ling, repeat  sterling.  Do  not 
correct.) 


A LSO  In  the  world-gone- 
ZAmad  category,  this 
# %from  the  Govern- 
ment’s propaganda  wire: 
“(Orsted)  PN19/97  . . . 
Effective  schools  are  those 
where  management  at  all 
levels  is  co-ordinated  to 
focus  on  standards”.  Ah,  it 
takes  you  back.  Tea  with 
the  Latin  Manager,  a 
sherry  with  the  Head  Man- 
ager.. . 


\ V 


then  there  are  no  holy  cows. 
That’s  as  impregnable  a for- 
tress as  you  can  find  in  Asia,” 
observed  PK  Basu  of  UBS  in 
Singapore. 

Hong  Kong  chief  executive 
Tung  Chee-hwa  confidently 
predicts  speculative  attacks 
will  fail  After  the  Chinese 
central  bank's  pledge  of  sup- 
port, he  has  the  deepest  pock- 
ets of  any  government  in  the 
region  — combined  reserves 
of  $196  billion — as  back-up. 

That  did  not  prevent  the 
Hong  Kong  stock  market 
plunging  35  per  cent  an  Tues- 
day and  a sharp  rise  to  ll  per 
cent  In  interbank  rates, 
which  are  usually  more  or 
less  in  line  with  US  rates  at 

555  percent. 

“We  have  to  hope  in  Asia 
that  the  speculators  will  go 
away  when  they  realise  Hong 
Kong  is  impregnable,  then  we 
are  out  of  the  woods,”  a finan- 
cial analyst  here  commented. 

But  there  are  heretics  who 
doubt  the  speculators  will 
leave  or  that  the  last  of  Asia’s 
dollar  pegs  can  survive.  “It’s 
a thing  that's  bad  its  time," 
said  a Western  banker,  insist- 
ing on  anonymity.  “The  rest 
of  Asia  has  just  realigned  20 
per  cart,  how  long  can  these 
guys  hold  out?  Do  they  really 


OVER  in  Japan,  war 
has  broken  out  in  the 
market  for  athletic 
footwear.  Bloomberg  yes- 
terday could  hardly  con- 
tain itself  as  it  detailed  the 
bloodbath:  "Foreign 

retailers  Nike  Inc,  Reebok 
International  Ltd  and  Adi- 
das AG  are  already  beating 
up  on  Japan’s  Mizuno  Corp 
and  Asics  Corp”-  And  the 
latest  combatant?  “A  unit 
of  French  retailer  Rallye, 
Athlete's  Foot”.  Fellas, 
about  that  name . . . 

BACK  to  Britain,  where 
those  with  long-1  sh 
memories  may 
remember  the  1995  bid 
battle  for  control  of  Forte 
group.  Bidder  Granada 
made  much  of  the  extrava- 
gant sidelines  pursued  by 
Forte’s  eponymous  boss  Sir 
Rocco,  including  his  expen- 
sive siege  of  the  Savoy, 
sponsorship  of  the  Prfx  de 
l'Arc  de  Triomphe. 
France’s  top  donkey  derby, 
to  the  tone  of  £1  million  a 
year,  and  the  private  jet 
maintained  to  speed  Forte’s 
top  brass  to  key  business  lo- 
cations. Once  the  battle  was 
won  In  December  1995, 
Granada  supremo  Gerry 
Robinson  shamefacedly  ad- 
mitted the  company  had 
held  on  to  the  jet,  purely 
for  utilitarian  reasons,  yon 


want  to  burn  $20  billion  de- 
fending their  currency?” 

Analysts  predict  that  the 
volatility  which  would  follow 
a float  of  Hong  Kong's  cur- 
rency would  spill  Into  other 
emerging  markets.  Already, 
the  uncertainty  in  Hong  Kong 
is  feeding  anxieties  in  South- 
east Aslan  markets  long  after 
currencies  there  have  hit 
levels  that  historically  should 
make  them  highly  attractive. 

Even  with  credit  lines  of 
close  to  $20  billion  put  up  by 
the  IMF,  Japan,  and  other 
countries  and  institutions, 
the  Thai  currency  is  poised  to 
slide  in  coming  mouths  from 
its  present  level  of  about 
Bht32  to  the  dollar  to  nearer 
Bht35,  say  economists. 

Not  so  the  rupiah  which 
looks  poised  to  lead  a 
recovery  after  a fell  that 
Wong  Ylt  Fan,  chief  Asia-Pa- 
cific economist  of  Standard 
Chartered  Bank  In  Singapore, 
called  “kind  of  surreal”. 

Desmond  Supple,  head  of 
regional  currency  research  at 
BZW  Asia,  said:  “There’s  go- 
ing to  be  a pull-back.  It’s  get- 
ting to  the  point  where  local 
markets  are  looking  ex- 
tremely cheap  in  dollar 
terms.”  The  question  is, 
when? 


understand.  Now,  we  learn, 
lean  and  mean  Granada  has 
ditched  the  magnificent  fly- 
ing machine.  It  is  to  be 
replaced  by  a newer,  cost- 
lier model. 

Finally,  first  signs 
that  the  Internet  has 
been  as  hopelessly 
over-hyped  as  were  all 
those  other  "break- 
throughs” (civil  atomic 
power,  the  Concorde,  lawn- 
mowing  robots).  Argos 
reports  that  it  has  notched 
np  fewer  than  10.000  indi- 
vidual sales  from  the  site  it 
has  been  running  on  the 
Net  for  the  last  year.  But  in 
only  its  second  week  of  run- 
ning a telephone  ordering 
Hue.  Argos  received  more 
titan  38,000  inquiries,  with 
all  those  punters  seeking  U- 
los.  barbecues,  lawn- 
mowers  and  hairdryers 
through  more  traditional 
means,  maybe  Argos  had 
better  hold  off  flogging  32- 
hit  whatnots  for  a bit 
longer. 

AND  a belated  bargain- 
of-1997  toast  to  The 
(I0p)  Times,  offering 
art-loving  readers  £2  off 
Tate  Gallery  posters,  cut- 
ting the  price  to  an  agree- 
ably modest  £6.95  pins  post- 
age and  packaging.  Nice 
one.  And  the  P&P?  £ SL50. 
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Mr  20 
admits:  Nothing 
is  forever 


Outlook 


Ian  King 


TO  THE  general  public. 
Rentokll  Is  the  Royal 
Rat-Catcher,  the  com- 
pany you  can  whan  your 
house  Is  invaded  by  rodents. 

However,  as  far  as  the  City 
is  concerned.  Rantokfl  Is  Brit- 
ain's biggest  business  aer- 
vtoss  company,  and  chairman 
Clive  TtongMoa  is  Mr  20  Per 
Cent,  the  man  who  for  the  last 
15  years  has  delivered  a 89  per 
cent  increase  in  earnings  per 
share  every  year. 

Last  year,  the  Rentokfl  boas 
— who,  since  the  start  of  the 
year,  should  be  more  accu- 
rately nicknamed  Sir  SO  Per 
Cent  — was  the  driving  force 
behind  the  group’s  ambitious 
£2.1  billion  bid  for  rival  BET. 
shortly  afterwards  renaming 
his  company  Rentokll  initial, 
thereby  making  use  at  BET'S 
beast  known  brand  name. 

in  the  traditional  cut  and 
thrust  of  a bid,  BET’S  boas, 
John  Clark,  accused  Sir  Clive 
of  being  desperate  for  a short- 
term boost  to  earnings,  insist- 
ing that  Rentokll  could  not 
achieve  the  magical  20  per 
cent  without  its  quarry. 

Sir  Clive  dismissed  the 
rfoargAA  hyiteHng  that  the 
main  reason  for  buying  BET 
was  because  it  was  a collec- 
tion of  good  businesses  which 
were  being  run  badly.  . 

Yesterday  he  was  in  more 
reflective  mood,  admitting: 
“Nothing  grows  by  20  per  cent 
a year  forever,  and  we  could 
see  the  business  trailing  off 
over  two  to  three  years  ... 
acquisition  is  an  important 
part  of  our  business." 

Cynical  observers  might 
say  that  this  was  another  way 
of  admitting  that  Rentokll 
hod  badly  needed  BET  to  keep 
up  its  spectacular  record  but, 
more  seriously,  that  Rentokll 
shareholders  should  not  be 
surprised  if  earnings  growth 
falls  below  that  magical  fig- 
ure in  the  next  few  years. 

Rentokll  Initial’s  first-half 
figures,  published  yesterday, 
show  that  BETs  main 
that  ‘old’  Rentokll  was  too 
pendent  on  two  main  areas. 
Pest  Control  and  Hygiene, 
has  been  proved  correct. 

Pest  Control  profits  fell 
from  £35.6  million  to  £33.1  mil- 


Uoo.  Hygiene  ind  cfarnfav 
hardly 

compared  with  other  te? 
rooma  operations. 

In  felRMM  to  Sir  Ohm 
both  businesses  have  teen  bt 

by  fan  strength  of  the  pouuL 

which  dented  profits  toj£ 
tuna  of  m&m&Uon.  Ottw 
divisions  hftvt  benefited 
from  BETs  booet  . . 

Similarly,  it  has  been  bant 
to  show  how  waQ  dd  Rent, 
kil  was  doing,  because  these 
figures  show  a six-month  «*- 
tnbuttan  from  BET  sgsfatt 
the  two-month  oontrtartfcfc 
for  the  same  period  test  year. 

The  real  test  for  Sir  Oh* 
will  come  at  the  faU-yau 
stage,  when  analysts  will 
have  a proper  chance  to  sm 
how  'new1  Rentokll  la  ferine. 

Meanwhile,  although  r 
tokll  Initial  Is  generating 
cash  at  .a  frenetic  pace,  qq 
major  acquisitions  are  to  be 
expected  for  at  least  is 
months,  while  tbs 
meat  is  tied  up  with  beddtag. 
down  what  is  felt  of  BET. 
After  that.  Securicor  mxtiA 
make  an  ideal  candidate  ft* 
the  Thompson  treatment 
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Fisons’  parent 
seeks  buy-out 


Mark  Miner 
Deputy  Financial  Editor 


FRANCE’S  Rh&ne-Pou- 
Lenc  group  yesterday 
rolled  out  the  first  stage 
of  a two-part  strategy  which 
will  increase  its  emphasis  on 
Its  pharmaceuticals  opera- 
tions. 

It  has  made  a $97  (£60.62)  a 
share  bid  to  buy  out  the  mi- 
nority shareholders  in  the 
Rhon  e-Poulenc  Rorer  drugs 
business,  which  Includes  Fi- 
sons In  the  UK. 

The  French  group  already 
owns  68  per  cent  of  RPR  and 
its  bid  values  the  remainder 
of  the  company  at 

£2.84  billion. 

The  decision  to  take  out- 
right control  of  the  pharma- 
ceuticals business,  which  has 
the  backing  of  the  RPR  board, 
was  first  trailed  earlier  in  the 
summer  when  the  group  indi- 
cated it  expected  to  offer 
around  $92  a Share. 

"Investors  had  been  wor- 
ried it  would  have  to  pay  as 
much  as  $110  a share,”  said 
Arnaud  Brleout,  partner  of 


News  in  brief 

Trade  deficit 
falls  in  US 

JUNE’S  US  trade  deficit  unex- 
pectedly fell  to  SO  billion  — 
a 14.3  per  cent  drop  — as  ex- 
ports readied  a new  high,  but 
America  is  on  course  for  Its 
worst  trade  performance 
since  1968  as  it . continues 
sacking  in  Imports  from 
Japan  and  China. 

Hriiav'sbalt  - 

ALBERT  Fisher,  the  food  pro- 
cessing group,  yesterday  con- 
firmed that  its  seafood  busi- 
ness — ’ whose  cockle 
operations  were  hit  by  last 
year's  severe  weather — is  up 
for  sale. 

The  company  said  it 
planned  to  concentrate  on 
“high  growth,  healthy  eating 
markets”,  and  that  details  of 
the  sale,  which  Is  expected  to 
attract  a price-tag  of  around 
£90  million,  would  be  an- 
nouneed  shortly. 

HAYS  rwoovors  ground 

Hays,  the  business  services 
group  which  last  year  made 
an  unsuccessful  bid  approach 
to  rival  Christian  Salvesen. 
has  bought  two  logistics  oper- 
ations from  Australian  group 
Mayne  Nickless  for  a total  of 


brokerage  Maeaefraat  koos- 
selle  in  Paris,  “ffesiriwl  fe  a 
relief.” 

When  it  fw^^maunoed 
plans  to  buy  aurcS  minority 
shareholders  back  In  June, 
Rhdne-Poulenc  said  feat  it 
also  intended  to  amalgamate 
its  chemicals  and  fibres 
businesses  into  qua  company 
which  it  jdans  to  launch  on 
the  stock  marks* inert  year 

However,  unlike  several 

other  chemicals-to-phanna- 
ceuticals  businesses  which 
have  divided  thmnaflvss  into , 
their  components  parts.— JO 
hived  off  its  drugs  business, 
Zeneca,  in  1998  — BhBoefop- 
lenc  intends  in  keeps: 
lty  holding  In  the 

and  fibres  operation-  : 

Yesterday’s  *mnomH*te«k 
was  welcomed  by  the  Frenf* 
stock  market  wtth  the  mW"® 
climbing  5 per  cent  to 
253  francs  (£2640).  ' ■ 

■■  Rhdne-Poulenc  noy.gg; 
comes  a group  more  dnawy 
focused  on  pharmaceuticals 
and  that  calteferJ^W^ 
tion  of  the  stock,” 

Gay,  a fund  manager  « W 
Bourse.  - 


£93.4  million.  Hays  is  patftt 
£72  million  for  th*bvafnflS9» 
which  are  based  fa  P*£r 
and  the  Benehxx  oouxunm 
but  win  also  tike 
£21.4  million  of  debt  Share** 
Hays  — whkk  rtomtiY»fg 
£100  million  deal  to.suPBW« 

forecourts  — nee  UWP^’ 

eoottpoatbanews.  - 

TiJribwntrnriwtM«^,A_ 

MANNESMANN,t3te  Cet^ 

machinery-maker  iM 
communications 
said  it* 

rose  64  per  <*nh  boo***  by» 
telecom*  business  sad  a J2 
around  la  its  tubas  and  tw*- 
ing division;'  ■■  v- 
Manmamann  rtferm 

4.6  per  cent  after  the 

stidbet  income  toereww® 
278mfllion  Germw»«S 
(£9«  million)  fo 
compared  to  0MMQ 
(hiring  the  same  “ 
year. 
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CONTRARY  toa.JW,-  - 
yesterday.  A &ha  £ 

not  and  nrwrj hat 
receivership.  Ije- 
de-listed  from 
Investment  Market  Wt » 
now  been  rtfinan»* 
being  run  W “ 
management 
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Racing 


for  local 
man  Eyre 


-if1 1 ' '■  . 


Chrte  Hawifchf  ~ 

IP  ANYONE  tells  Tyrone 
Williams  he 

SSS  Ji°^toes  be  will 
probably  take  it  as  a com- 
pliment after  winning  yester- 
day's Tote  Ebor  Handicap  at 

XSf?*2n  ^ 33'1  cbance  (63-1 
with  the  SDOnsors\  Par  akLj 


owned-  by  spud-grower  Tony 
Yates. 

Yates  sponsors  trainer  Les 
Eyre’s  Hambleton  stable  and 
for  these  two  blunt  Yorkshire- 
men  not  normally  given  to  ex- 
cess the  excitement  was  al- 
most too  much  — there  was 
not  a single  squirt  left  in 
Byre  s asthmatic  puffer 

Eyre  told  Williams  that 
when  he  felt  like  going  for 
home  on  Far  Ahead  he  should 
count  to  10.  The  instructions 
worked  like  a dream  as  the 
gelding  came  steaming 
through  in  the  final  half-fur- 
long to  beat  Media  Star  the 
favourite,  by  a neck  with 
Puce  a head  away  third. 

Bom  in  Barnsley,  Eyre  is  a 
self-made  millionaire  with  a 
fortune  from  a fitted-kitchens 
business  in  Leeds.  He  learned 
about  training  from  Denys 
Smith  before  setting  up  as  a 
permit  holder  and  finally  be- 
coming a public  trainer  at 
Hambleton  House,  from 
where  Jack  Calvert  sent  out 
Move  Off  to  land  the  Ebor  20 
years  ago. 

“Winning  the  Ebor  Is  the 
pinnacle  for  me.  It'll  never  be 
surpassed,”  said  Eyre.  “I 
didn’t  back  Far  Ahead,  but  we 
did  fancy  him  after  he  did  a 
decent  gallop  at  the  weekend  | 
with  Celestial  Choir,  who 
runs  tomorrow.” 

There  are  always  hard-luck 
stories  in  the  the  Ebor  and : 


was  denied  an  opening 

^^‘?al,Stage  83  Hoystlm 
Ffrench  looked  for  room  on 
foe  outside.  Denied  a gap.  foe 
bad  to  be  switchaJon  to 
foe  rail  and  found  extra  but 
aot  quite  enough  when  even- 
tually getting  daylight 

Foronce  it  was  not  Dettori, 
Fallon  and  co  mavtnp  the 
news.  Darryll  Holland  took 
foe  riding  honours  in  the 
Yorkshire  Oaks  when  produc- 
ing My  Emma  with  a mas- 
terly flaaMUdong  thrust  to 

catch  Whitewater  Affair. 

Holland.  27,  is  riding  free- 
lance and.  with  76  winners,  is 
enjoying  his  best  season  since 
returning  to  this  country 
after  having  his  contract  in 
Hong  Kong  terminate  by  foe 
authorities  — no  reason 
given.  This  was  his  first 
Group  One  success. 

My  Ffrnma  winner  of  the 
Prix  VermeHle  last  season 
when  ridden  by  Cash  Asmns- 
seri,  started  at  7-1  and  is  now  a 
20-1  Chance  from  33’s  for  the 
Arc,  a price  which  trainer 
Rae  Guest  believes  is  still  on 
foe  generous  side. 

“She  must  have  a decent1 
gallop  and  she  should  cer- 
tainly get  it  in  the  Arc,”  said 
Guest.  “Darryil  win  keep  the 
ride  even  though  he  had  me 
worried  when  he  took  a pull 
so  as  not  to  get  there  too  soon 
today.” 

The  Vodafone  Oaks  winner 
Reams  of  Verse  had  every 
chance  before  fading  to  finish 
fourth  and.  following  the 
eclipse  of  Bosra  Sham  on 
Tuesday,  backers  again  lost 
fortunes  on  a Henry  Cecil- 
trained  filly.  Estimated  losses 
in  the  ring  were  over  £200,000. 

For  Cecil,  Fallon  and  foe 
punters,  the  day  got  worse 
when  &4  favourite  Bold  Fact 
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^ 7 1 1 Rugby  League 


League 
moves  in 
at  Wigan 


Paid  Fitzpatrick 


A THREE-man  team  of 
JL\“troubleshooters”1 
# Vbegan  examination  of 
Wigan's  affairs  yesterday 
following  the  resignations 
of  the  club’s  chairman 
vice-chairman.  Jack  Robin- 
son and  Tom  Rathbone,  on 
Tuesday. 

Led  by  Tony  Eagleton,  the 
Rugby  Football  League's 
legal  executive,  the  team 
will  compile  a financial 
report  and  assist  in  the  day- 
to-day  running  of  the  dub. 
Their  findings  should  be 
available  to  shareholders 
within  two  weeks. 

David  Bradshaw,  the 
club’s  chief  executive  and 
one  of  two  remaining  direc- 
tors, yesterday  described  as 
“pie  in  the  sky”  the  sugges- 
tion that  'Wigan  are  to  seek 
help  from  a major  mer- 
chant bank. 

London  Broncos  have 
placed  the  half-back  Josh 
White  on  the  transfer  list  at 
£100,000.  White  has  been 
left  out  of  the  side  to  play 
Salford  tomorrow.  Shaun 
Edwards  Is  Included  but 
faces  a disciplinary  hearing 
today  after  being  sent  off  at 
Leeds  on  Sunday. 

The  first  pro-am  competi- 
tion in  rugby  league  his- 
tory has  moved  a step 
closer.  The  First  and 
Second  Division  Associa- 
tion will  meet  the  British 
Amateur  Rugby  League 
Association  on  August  28. 

Oldham  have  sought  per- 
mission to  recall  Steve 
Gartiand  from  a loan  spell 
at  Rochdale  Hornets,  more 
than  a week  after  the  dead- 
line for  signings.  Injuries 
have  ruled  out  eight  Old- 
ham players  for  the  match 
against  Wigan  tomorrow. 


Full  speed  ahead  — Tyrone  Williams  brings  Far  Ahead  (left)  with  a powerful  late  run  to  collar  Media  Star  in  the  Tote  £bor  photograph;  juuan  Herbert 


seemed  to  have  the  Glmcrack 
Stakes  in  safe-keeping  only  to 
be  crutbaltled  in  the  final  100 


Motability  Handicap.  Those 
who  think  trainers  have  the 


lantly  right  in  the  closing 

j.!  hi 

stages,  this  time  ran  as  if  on 
rails  but  it  did  him  no  good. 

Carrowkeel  was  a second 
winner  of  the  day  for  Barry 
Hills,  who  had  previously 
sent  out  Amyas  to  take  the 

penny  on  him  yesterday. 

Favourite-backers  finally 
got  some  succour  when  Baha- 
mian Bounty,  ridden  by  Oliv- 
ier Peslier,  obliged  at  4-1  in 
the  Falmouth  Handicap 

With  the  sky  becoming 
overcast  last  evening  the  pos- 
sibility of  some  rain  cheered 
Neville  Callaghan  about  foe 
prospects  of 'Michael  Tabor's  i 
Danetime  (3.10)  In  today's 
Nuntharpe  Stakes. 

It  is  a big  step  up  from 
handicaps  to  Group  One  com- 
pany but  naTlaghtm  knows 
the  time  of  day  and  believes 
Danetime,  who  defied  a poor 
draw  to  win  the  Stewards’ 


Cup  at  Goodwood  last  time.  Is  j 
equal  to  the  task  in  view  of 
the  paucity  of  the  top  sprint- 
ing talent  this  season. 

Embassy  puts  her  unbeaten 
record  on  the  line  in  the  Sta- 
kis  Casinos  Lowther  Stakes. 
Although  she  beat  Expect  To 
Shine  an  her  debut  at  New- 
market, the  latter,  from  foe 
Hm«  stable,  is  improving  all 
the  time,  while  Cape  Verdi 
(2^5)  comes  up  from  Manton 


York  with  form  guide  and  ratings 


Salisbury 


TOP 

9 

JL 

C BRADFORD 

1MGLEY  RATH)  ffEJU*  | 

1 MIA  1 

ROM  COX 

TTJP 

Dannti—  ’ Coastal  Huff  (nfc) 

CoacarUM  Kmalt 


5.15  rw—o  h—  (nap) 

Left-handed,  U-dapod  <xmm  of  58m  wtenn-h  d anrtySt  StadgUBL 
{Mop  Good.  A Denotes  btnfcers.  • Top  Arm  rated. 

OnNKMtfrti  high  rattan  baa«*cS&6L 


with  maximum  confidence 
after  finishing  second  to  the 
very  smart  Central  Park  In 
the  Chesham  Stakes  at  Royal 
Ascot  t 

Celestial  Choir  (2.05)  won 
the  Ladbroke  Knavesmire 
Handicap  last  year  and  is 
clearly  fancied  to  do  the 
double,  while  if  all  else  rails 
Poteen  (5.15)  looks  a "getting 
out”  banker  in  the  concluding 
City  Of  York  Stakes. 


Yarmouth 


RON  cox 


Tutu  Sfcctysfcc 

Kbeyrab 
Braduna  GoM 
Action  Jackson 
Grata!  Splendour 
Sudan 


top  rani 


TotnSMyrtx 
K&qrati 
■UP— i 
Pa— Kny 
tend%riBwiMi 
I —far 


rattetemted  loop  couwfor  races  of  lJ&np|j&.ftn-*iuf7ffanTB  pat  of  newly  straight  rate.  Uft-tortied  oat  track  <rf  Infill  3 
Going:  Good  lo  firm.*  Denote  Union.  Going  Good  to  frm.  * Denotes  Untas. 

Draw:  Hghnuntes  favored  h 4^5  nte.  DnraUwnuntars  favoured  ip  to  7L 


t itm»  i,  nm  «•*»"*«► 1 jSSPy 


Tnan-X. «- 

B4KC1.00.  H.IO-t—1 


csp.mos, 

ouoocnaoytf^T.WMnsnxAia.Daia 
O—on  (5-*  tan):  *.  — « »■"» 
pO-lhO.R—ilMi  f— Mw  (7-2).  Bran.  5. 
X (E  W^maa)TotK  CUO:  El  .10,  EMO.  PvoU 
REi7D.CSfiC14.tM. 

aue— fiE&so. 

ouurancm 

• Demtar  Cratw  flnWwd  tartti  oi  B*a  In 
B«  BwHhirtonfl  Uawd  P»at  aa  ia  vanao 
d-Anga  tar  two-jaar-old*  al  OBauvBT*  r»- 
(•may.  Brian  Maahan'a  Jtojral  Academy 
cam,  ridden  By  reeme*  7— wB.  rant 
pnoratnemly  unot  the  Anal  tiateflfllwiww 
uWmataty  baa—  tour  W>g||i«  “T 
Marina.  Hobart  c<4ia«  Kanmara  Wy  ffl- 
10).  rtodun  dv  TWany  Jamat.  won  by  two 
and  a halt  lanjpw  trom  Peowaila. 


IB  Wta  CyrtmMCBft*  M WjOtnwnr 

iH  001k— BHCbHBWIUrM HE— 

SB  MM3— ■— d(t7)l*tJCidWl_ fiat— artf 

SS  ^SSSSfS^ISlff—  ' £l3m  I camigsrecwuyre 

IB  5 Mt  lorewwjl  J Cdw  8-0 SAW 

7(3  SDSna—dMrOTDIMlM A Ufa—  a 

BE)  5Dw tpUUrfHairafctW - T — fi 

ifia  —D  Moots  M_. ...  j — 

woo  04  ■— —raeasi— m i—a 

Ittm  S-33— wn — R Ckmw* 

BA  MOD-  Tutor MroW  (M4)J&%r  D-9 A My  B 

bn—m  Kao-Oi.  u-iMpium  A«d  w M Sfatawfayi i— *».  »-i  ® ft— a.  swr 


IB  filMS  Karij—Cflirau Qbwbo 7-0-5 — I 

a«  15«a  Ea—l— MS 3-0-12 

3fl  0060  J Fariaa  3-fl-IO 

4ft  o^nu  nai—rrai  fin  b tta  3-s-io. — J! 

5W  worn  so— rtg}  ffl)f—3-s-9™ s 

IB  425S0  Canfaridga  M (71]  U Mnsan  3-8-7 

h«o»  WScdat  3-1  fern**,  tfclfcji . 12-t  tart  To*.  E— UDDdu2D-t  QnMl||»BML 


teds  j 


W 

132 

14.4 

18 

MB 

121 

Trainer  watch 


Hoc—  tamos  Gwk  fkstran  lor  a new  Mnar  May  — Tortc  145  Watt  Housa.  P 
C2w(t)fe-HbaiTi  lo  Gay  KaBaway:  5.15  Sherhg,J  Hammond  to  Me  JRaraden. 

SaMmy:  120  Moscow  ifta.  Lady  Hentes  to  B Rating;  Orange  Ftoee,  T J Mughton  c B 

uweHyn. 

Yanaowh:  2^5  Up  The  Wafl,  R Hante  a John  BefTy.  130  Bracfcna  Gold,  Mrs  M Rsvetey  to  B 
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Tennis 


World  Cup  qualifying:  Group  Nine 

Northern  Ireland  1 , Germany  3 

Bierhoff  blitz 

flattens  Irish 


Michael  Walker  In  Hottest 

JUST  when  it  seemed 
that  Northern  Ireland 
were  about  to  record 
another  famous  vic- 
tory over  Germany.  Oliver 
Bierhoff  came  off  the  bench  at 
Windsor  Park  last  night  and 
scored  a second-half  hat-trick 
in  the  space  of  six  minutes. 
Michael  Hughes  had  given 
the  Irish  a sniff  of  glory  with 
a 59th-minute  strike  but  Bier- 
hofFs  introduction  signalled 
the  demise  of  Northern  Ire- 
land’s 20-year-long  unbeaten 
run  against  the  Germans. 

With,  the  Ukraine  defeating 
Albania  1-0  before  kick-off 
time.  , the  Germans  took  to 
the  field  knowing  they  were 
five  points  behind  the  Ukrain- 
ians in  the  group,  even 
though  they  had  three  games 
In  hand. 

Aware  that  the  Germans 
were  out  to  narrow  the  gap. 
Northern  Ireland  began  with 
the  formation  of  a goalkeeper. 
nine  defenders  and  a centre- 
forward.  The  forward  was  the 
22-year-old  Jim  Quinn  from 
Blackpool,  and  in  the  seventh 
minute  he  Intercepted  a care- 
less pass  by  Mario  Easier  and 
found  htmsgif  one  on  one 
with  Jftrgen  Kohler.  Unable 
to  round  the  German.  Quinn 
fed  Jim  Magflton  but  his  shot 
was  deflected.  An  encourag- 
ing start  nonetheless. 

But  the  Germans  had  prom- 
ised to  attack,  and  Ulf  Kirsten 
should  have  scored  from  a 
dangerous  Basler  cross,  and  it 
took  a brave  dive  by  Aldan 
Davison  at  the  feet  of  Jurgen 
Klinsmann  to  shut  down  an- 
other opening. 

By  thp  half-hour  Christian 
Ziege  had  made  his  presence 
felt  on  the  left  and  from  a 
curling  centre  Davison  man- 
aged to  block  Kirsten's  lung- 
ing volley  and  parry  the  ball 
away. 


Irish  forward  thrusts  were 
rare  and  usually  ponderous, 
anhcrugh.  a run  from  Hughes 
bad  Jorg  Heinrich  back-pedal- 
ling uncomfortably. 

Despite  the  excess  of  Ger- 
man pressure,  it  was  goal-less 
at  half-time,  and  when, 
seconds  after  the  restart, 
Klinsmann  diverted  a fierce 
Basler  shot  inches  wide,  the 
visiting  bench  may  have 
feared  this  was  to  be  one  of 
those  long  frustrating  nights. 

Some  of  the  Irish  defending 
had  been  haphazard  at  best 
but  there  was  no  doubt  that 
manager  Bryan  Hamilton's 
policy  of  packing  defence  was 
proving  effective  — every 
time  a German  midfielder 

gained  possession  he  was  fre- 
quently faring  1 1 green  shirts. 

Eleven  mhnr»«m  after  the  in- 
terval Northern  Ireland  even 
mounted  an  attack  and  Colin 
HOI  nearly  got  on  the  end  of  a 
huge  free-kick. 

The  Irish  became  more  ex- 
pansive and  three  minutes 
later  they  took  the  lead. 
Hughes  scored  but  it  was  a 
superb  piece  of  swift  and  neat 
footwork  by  Quinn,  followed 
by  a defence-splitting  pass, 
that  gave  Hughes  his  mo- 
ment The  West  Ham  winger 
made  no  mistake,  stroking 
the  ball  elegantly  over  the  ad- 
vancing Andreas  Kopke. 

The  fantasy  was  not  to  last 
long,  though.  Berti  Vogts  was 
quick  to  send  on  Thomas 
Hassler  and  Bierhoff,  and 
they  rewarded  their  manag- 
er’s faith  with  an  equaliser 
altar  Hassler  squared  through 
Bierhoff,  who  tapped  in  from 
six  yards.  Two  more  goals  fol- 
lowed in  almost  identical 

fash  Inn 

NORTHBRN  MUHD  (5-4-1):  Davison; 
Nolan.  Qflloopie  (McMahon.  7Bmln),  hOir, 
Taggart.  Morrow:  Lennon.  Magilton, 
Hm-r. 

Kohler  Woma  (Hassler.  84).  NowoWy. 
Heinrich.  Ziege:  MMIer.  Sealer  rBabtNtf. 
83):  Klinsmann.  Kirsten;  aertioa.  89], 

IMna  Endnar  Jose  Garda  (Sp). 


Group  Seven:  Turkey  6,  Wales  4 

Ruthless  Hakan 
wipes  out  Wales 


WALES  may  be  out  of 
the  World  Cup  and 
pilloried  for  being 
91st  in  the  Fife  rankings  but 
nobody  can  doubt  their  pride 
and  effort  after  their  astonish- 
ing Group  Seven  clash  in  Is- 
tanbul last  night 
A 10-goal  extravaganza  pro- 
duced a spectacle  rarely  seen 
at  this  level  but  it  sadly  ended 
with  Wales  being  robbed  of  a 
result  no  one  thought 
possible. 

Bobby  Gould's  side  led 
twice  after  coming  back  from 
2-0  down  early  on  but  suf- 
fered terribly  from  dreadful 
refereeing  by  the  Pole  Marek 
Kowalczyk.  The  Wales  man- 
ager was  red-faced  In  rage  at 
some  bizarre  decisions. 

In  the  end  it  was  the  superb 
finishing  of  the  striker  Hakan 
Suker,  who  hit  four  goals  and 
gave  Robert  Page  and  Andy 
Melville  a torrid  time  all 
night,  that  proved  decisive. 
Wales  battled  bravely  but 


When  push  comes  to  shove . . . the  German  striker  Jurgen  Klinsmann  prises  the  bail  away  from  Keith  Gillespie  in  Belfast  photograph:  gary  m i 


Group  Eight:  Republic  of  Ireland  0,  Lithuania  0 

McCarthy  ambitions  finish  way  off  target 


Charles  Stuart 
at  Lansdowne  Road 


THE  Republic  of  Ire- 
land’s hope  of  reaching 
a third  successive 
World  Cop  finals  suffered  a 
major  setback  when  Mick 
McCarthy's  team  were  held 
to  a scoreless  draw  by  Lith- 
uania here  last  night. 

It  was  90  minutes  of  frus- 
tration for  the  32,600  Dub- 
lin crowd  as  the  Republic 
had  80  per  cent  of  the  play 
but  could  not  break  down 
the  Lithuanian  defence. 

The  Republic  still  have 


an  outside  chance  of  reach- 
ing the  play-offs  thanks  to 
Romania’s  4-2  victory  over 
Macedonia  in  Bucharest. 
But  it  looks  an  uphill 
struggle  with  away  games 
in  September  against  Ice- 
land and  a return  with 
Lithuania  before  they  com- 
plete their  programme  with 
a home  game  against  the 
Romanians,  who  currently 
top  the  table. 

Even  in  the  dying  min- 
utes the  Republic  might 
have  snatched  the  winner 
only  for  Ray  Houghton  and 
David  Connolly  to  miss 
open  goals. 


Aware  of  the  need  for  an 
early  goal  the  Irish  were 
quickly  on  the  offensive 
when  a cross  from  Mark 
Kennedy  was  blasted  goal- 
wards  by  Niall  Quinn.  The 
Lithuanian  defender  Rai- 
mondas  Zntautas  seemed  to 
handle  but  the  Portuguese 
referee  Jorge  Corokado 
waved  play  on. 

The  Baltic  nation  showed 
they  too  had  real  hopes  of 
having  a say  in  who  should 
reach  the  final*  when  first 
an  effort  by  Jankauskas 
was  blocked  by  Ian  Hart 
and  then  the  Newcastle 
'keeper  Shay  Given  pushed 


shots  from  Narbekovas  and 
ZLukas  round  the  post. 

But  inspired  by  the  tena- 
cious midfield  play  of  Roy 
Keane,  the  Irish  began  to 
assume  control.  It  was 
Keane  who  linked  up  well 
with  Ken  Cunningham  to 
allow  Houghton  to  run  30 
yards.  The  Reading  man 
crossed  perfectly  for  Quinn 
to  head  inches  over  the  top. 

Connolly  then  had  a shot 
deflected  for  a comer,  and 
it  was  Connolly  again  who 
provided  the  problem  when 
he  jinked  past  two  defend- 
ers only  to  see  his  parting 
shot  gathered  by  Stauce. 


Houghton  twice  went  des- 
perately close  before  the  in- 
terval after  his  first  shot 
rebounded  off  a defender. 
With  the  goal  at  his  mercy 
he  blazed  wide  when  it 
seemed  the  deadlock  must 
be  broken. 

HPU8LIC  or  IRKLANDI  CUw.B 
iNowcastlot:  Kanna  (Blackburn). 
Sla  saion  [Asloft  Villa).  Koano 
l Man  chaster  mat.  Cunahrafcaa, 
(WunModonl.  Horto  |Loo0sl.  Ti  mound 
(Aslan  Vinai.  Hong  man  (Raaomgi.  Oohm 
(Sunder land),  ConnoBy  iF«y*floord>. 
KomiR  (Liverpool i. 

LITHUANIA]  StftuCO.  ZhAJCL  KOftWtaklS. 
Tarroaknun.  Vamoras. 

Skeria.  R Zutautas.  Mlkaiaiuna*. 
Preiwuiis.  JankauMs. 

(Pur  town;. 


conceded  two  goals  in  the  last 
13  minutes.  The  first  of  those 
came  when  Kowalczyk 
wrongly  penalised  Robert 
Page  on  the  edge  of  the  area. 
It  was  the  Watford  player 
whose  shirt  was  pulled. 

Hakan  headed  in  from  the 
free-kick  and  the  striker  then 
outpaced  Page  after  82  min- 
utes to  score  the  sixth. 

Wales,  angered  by  poor  de- 
cisions, hurled  themselves 
bads  into  the  game  after  go- 
ing 2-0  down  in  eight  min- 
utes. In  the  17th  Nathan  Blake 
squeezed  an  angled  shot 
home.  Wales  were  level  three 
minutes  later  when  Robbie 
Savage  drove  home  a stun- 
ning 20-yard  shot 

Dean  Saunders  then  put 
Wales  ahead  only  for  Turkey 
to  make  it  3-3  when  Hakan 
struck  his  second. 

Melville  put  Wales  back  in 
front  but  they  were  pulled 
back  when  Oguz  struck  in  the 
61st  minute. 


Everton  line  up  Yeboah  as  new  striker  after  doubt  Polster  hat-trick  puts  Austria 
grows  over  fresh  attempt  to  recruit  Saunders  one  point  behind  Scotland 


Dalglish  leaning 
towards  Paganin 

I JVERPOOL’s  imminent  I A Paganin  transfer  to 
| bid  to  sign  Massimo  1 James’  Park  would  pi 
I ■ .Paganin  may  be  scup- 1 the  way  for  the  depart: 


I JVERPOOL’s  imminent 
| bid  to  sign  Massimo 
I ■ .Paganin  may  be  scup- 
pered by  Newcastle’s  man- 
ager Kenny  Dalglish,  who 
flew  back  from  Italy  yester- 
day after  watching  the  In- 
temazionale  defender  play 
In  a friendly  at  Pisa. 

Dalglish  now  has  to  de- 
cide whether  to  move  in  for 
the  27-year-old,  tipped  to  be 
part  of  Italy’s  World  Cup 
squad,  and  upset  his  former 
Airfield  club  who  have  been 
tracking  Paganin  for  sev- 
eral months  and  are  be- 
lieved to  have  prepared  a 
four-year  deal  worth 
£5  million. 

Dalglish,  however,  could 
match  that  offer  and  has 
his  £4.3  million  signing 
Alessandro  Pistone.  who 
played  alongside  Paganin 
at  Later,  as  his  trump  card. 


Dalglish ...  scooting  In  Fisa 


A Paganin  transfer  to  St 
James’  Park  would  pave 
the  way  for  the  departure 
of  Philippe  Albert  or  Steve 
Howey. 

Steffen  Iversen.  Totten- 
ham's Norwegian  striker, 
may  escape  disciplinary 
action  over  the  alleged  abu- 
sive gesture,  captured  on 
television,  towards  the  ref- 
eree Steve  Lodge  after  his 
booking  in  the  brawl  at 
West  Ham  last  week. 

Lodge  has  decided  to  let 
the  matter  lie,  even  after 
studying  video  evidence. 
An  FA  spokeswoman  Helen 
Willis  said:  “Steffen  Iver- 
sen has  not  been  reported 
to  us  by  Steve  Lodge  or  his 
assistants." 

. Andy  Cole,  the  Manches- 
ter United  and  England 
striker,  has  resumed  train- 
ing after  recovering  ahead 
of  schedule  from  surgery  to 
drain  a leg  abscess,  but  be 
is  unlikely  to  be  rushed 
back  for  Saturday’s  visit  to 
Leicester. 

England  remain  above 
their  World  Cup  Group 
Two  rivals  Italy  in  the  lat- 
est Fife  world  rankings. 
Glenn  Huddle’s  team  have 
risen  one  place  to  seventh, 
one  above  Italy,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Romania. 

Brazil  retain  top  place 
with  Spain  second.  Den- 
mark third  and  Germany, 
winners  of  Euro  96.  fourth. 
Scotland  have  slipped  two 
places  to  26th.  the  Republic 
of  Ireland  are  55th,  North- 
ern Ireland  7 1st  and  Wales 
91st,  with  the  Lebanon  hav- 
ing surged  past  them. 


Ian  Ross 

TONY  YEBOAH  may  find 
safe  haven  at  Everton  if 
the  Merseyside  club's  pro- 
tracted search  for  a new  for- 
ward reaches  crisis  point 
over  the  next  24  hours. 

Everton  rekindled  their  at- 
tempts to  sign  Nottingham 
Forest’s  Dean  Saunders  yes- 
terday in  the  hope  of  having 
him  on  hand  against  West 
Ham  on  Saturday  but,  with 
the  dubs  unable  to  agree  on  a 
fee,  a deal  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain. Yeboah  was  discussed 
by  Everton's  board  last  week. 

Yeboah's  career  at  Leeds 
has  effectively  ended  after  a 
series  of  public  fell-outs  with 
the  dub’s  hard-line  manager 


Results 


Football 
WORLD  CUP 
EUROPEAN  QUALIFYING 
Group  Seven 

Turtoy  (3)  • Wriaa  (3)  4 

Hakan  5. 37.  77.  82  Blnko  17.  Savaga  20 
Oguz  8 Saunters  32,  UeivUto  52 

Ogun  SI  25.000 

P W D L r A PH 

Horiood 6 G 0 1 23  3 IS 

—W— - 6 5 0 1 19  g » 

Tarfcay ....  6 3 1 2 18  9 10 

Walaa 7 2 1 4 18  18  T 

SMMtttao 7 0 0 7 0 87  O 


Tarfcay ....  6 3 1 2 16  9 10 

Wataa 7 2 1 4 18  18  T 

talMw 7 0 0 7 0 87  O 

■umlhhi  Watunaai  Sa*t  «3  Holland  v 
Belgium.  Sept  10*  Ban  Marino  v Turkey. 
Oct  111  Holland  v Tufkey;  Belgium  » 
Wafa*. 

Group  Eight 

Rap  a t Sound  (0)  O UR— M (0)  O 

32400 

Liechtenstein  o.  Iceland  4;  Romania  4.  FYR 
Macedonia  2. 


Group  Nina 


(0)  1 Q mnteiy  (0)  3 

alamort  72. 77. 77 


Hughes  53  Blemof!  72.  77.  77 

12,035 

Ifcrame  1,  Albania  0. 

Oraop  One*  Bosnia  Herzegovina  3.  Dan. 
mark  0. 

Ores*  Three:  Finland  0.  Norway  4:  Hun- 
gary 1,  Switzerland  1. 

PW  D L FAR* 

Weneay 6 4 2 0 15  2 14 

INnite'l 6 2 2 2 6 0 B 

*4halari„ 6 2 1 2 5 5 7 

rwawd- 6 2 1 3 8 10  7 

*“■*•«*> s 1 0 4 2 13  a 

■tontp  Foot  Belarus  1 . Sweden  Z Estonia 
a Austria  3. 

_ . . PWOIMP# 

■callteid 8 S 2 1 S 2 17 

7 S 1 1 11  4 IS 

™>.<>u ..  7 £ g 2 14  8 IS 

K*- 7 a 1 4 g 11  7 

Snterm 7 l 1 6 4 12  4 

8 1 1 6 4 14  4 

Sept  Si  Austria  v 
^edcm;UMayEatonte;  ScodOnd  v Ba- 
v *U5trl*  SwwMn 
I L*W|J-  P*4  ,'ti  Austria  » Belarus: 
Sweden  * Estonia:  Scotland  v UMa. 

a,*«N»  Aw*  Bulgaria  1.  tsraal  o. 

— ■ P W D L F A Pte 

■Mgarla.. 6 6 0 I 15  5 IS 

taste 8 4 2 o 15  2 14 

(Ml — ™ 8 4 l 3 » 7 IS 

Cyprus 6 1 i 4 6 14  4 

Imismti  imM 6 0 0 8 1 17  O 

Star  Cz  Rap  2.  Faros  Wands  a 
. p w O L FAR. 

S^te  8 6 2 02i  4 SO 

YugoaUatl 8 6 1 1 23  6 IS 

fclw a 4 0 2 14  7 1* 

8 2 1 3 8 4 7 

Ram  Mmds ...  8 2 0 6 8 26  S 

SbSa... 8 0 0 8 231  S 


George  Graham.  Yeboah. 
along  with  three  other  Elland 
Road  malcontents,  was  even 
left  off  Leeds'  official  team 
photographs  three  weeks  ago. 

Although  unfit  and  cur- 
rently training  alone  in  Ger- 
many, the  31-year-old  Ghana- 
ian international  is  also 
wanted  by  Middlesbrough, 
who  see  him  as  a natural 
replacement  for  Fabrizio  Ra- 
vanelli.  with  the  Italian's  de- 
parture from  Teesside 
regarded  more  as  an  inevita- 
bility than  a possibility. 

Graham’s  desire  to  offload 
Yeboah  Is  such  that  he  is 
likely  to  accept  any  offer  in 
excess  of  £700,000  for  a player 
who  cost  Leeds  more  than 
£3  million  two  years  ago. 

The  Everton  manager  How- 


SCOTTISH  COCA-COLA  CUP 
Third  round 

Dunfcrwdtoa  (1]  Z « Mkraa  101  O 

French  2.  Smith  *7  4.576 

MBttmul  (21  3 Or  Morton  IQ]  O 

coyfe  9.  38,  62  4.576 

APalSson  37,  Gibson  ^^"'"vareilleSa 
Tall  66.  McCormick  70,  73  Wright  74 
Taggart  90  2.154 

nmOPUM  IM1  C8HIR  OUAUTVMOi 
Qraup  Own  Boanla-Herz  1.  Denmark  1. 
TOM  IMS  LKAOUfe  Riondu  Deity  4. 
Shell  wed  1:  Man  Urd  2.  Blackburn  Z 
Notm  Forest  2.  Birmingham  1:  Trenmerc 
2,  Leads  3.  Rnb  BoRon  3.  Middlesbrough 
1:  Huddersfield  3.  Nats  Co  l.  Oldham  2. 
Leicester  1:  West  Brom  1.  Man  C 0 
Since*  Carlisle  0.  Barnsley  3:  Bradford 
C 2.  Rochoeie  St.  Snefl  utd  0.  fotvs ; wret- 
ham  0.  Blackpool  1.  Thirds  Doncaster  1 
Oweterilefd  a.  Hull  0.  Newcastle  a Scar- 
borough 2 Chester  (h  Scunthorpe  3 Bury 
0;  Walsall  3.  Wigan  1. 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION! 
Kali  Ipswtcti  0.  Wimbledon  3;  Oxtord  Uu 
2.  Brighton  1:  Southampton  2.  Norwich  Z 
Swindon  o.  Tottenham  2 
LNAOUI  OF  WAUUi  Cwmbran  3. 
WuywJer  Tn  0:  Flint  Tn  1.  Total  Net  Soto- 
Bom  1:  Havertordweal  1.  Carmarthen  Tni. 

Rugby  League 

DIVISIONAL  PREMIERSHIP:  West 

V a lie  ■ A hr  Peek  HunsJar  34.  Bramlov  12 
ACADEMY  CHAMMOmHIPi  Lancashire 
18,  Cumbria  14 

Tennis 

ATI*  US  PRO  CTSHtPS  (Barton;,  pint 
rawtete  A Corretja  [Spl  bt  F Clay*  tSpi 
M.  6-4;  F Msnttta  (Soj « J Alien  Wioca 
(Sp)  S-3.  6-0;  A Costs  {Spl  tn  □ Hrtxuy 
(Slovak)  8-3  6-2;  Q AosadsU  MSB)  0?  M 
TNlea-ORi  (Swa)  6-1.  3-6.  6-3;  D Van 
taBapphigan  [Neih|  bt  F Mei.gcn.  >Bt, 
6-4. 8-4;  J Tmosiii  iUSI  bt  AO  Brnjn  <USi 
6-2.  (W.  6-3.  a Com  (Arg)  u P McEnroe 
(US)  64. 6-2;  K Quay  (Arg)  M J Goimard 
(Ff)  HM.64.K  Carteaa  (Dorl  K A 
Chang  (Coni  6-3.  G-fc  II  Purtan  nij  bi  P 
Hoarhols  (Nath)  4-6.  6-4.  6-1  Sectmo 
Mob  S BehoSiew  (Nath)  M S Dmedd 
(C2)  2-6,  6-1.  7-6;  j Vte,  Her**  (B«l>  M D 
VMi  Scheppuigeh  (Noth)  7-5.  6-3. 

ATP  HAMLET  CUP  (Commack.  Nfl.  C 
liowteailu  (Cio)  bt  R Delgado  (Pari  7-S. 
6-4;  A lootacfa  (Fr)  u Y Katetmav  (“us: 
6-4.  7-6:  C Man  (Sp)  bt  J Saodits  (Sp; 
0-6.  7-5.  G-a  P nmur  (Aim  u K Kucera 
(Sovak)  6-3.  M.  6-3;  T WeedbrWge 
(AU3)  M J Ondfis  (Br|  6-3.  6-4  J Bjorfe- 
bm  (Swe)  bt  C Costa  (Spl  6-2.  6-0.  MC 
aasSner  (Seri  bt  M WoodJorde  (Aus)  S-6. 
6-4.  6-2;  J Alone  (Par)  M C Ruud  (Nor) 

3- 6. 8—4. 6-0;  ■ Ttoaort  (Swtttl  bt  D tfaceh 

4- 6.  6-3.  6-2:  N l.miattl  (Ecu)  bt  J SW- 
nwir*  [Nnttri  7-6.  6-4. 

LTA  SATSUiTS  (Hovnnl):  QW,  «te 
otai  C WISH  in  (SB)  trt  L Bourgeois 
(Aim)  6-4.  6-4:  J ta  (GB)  bt  A Painter 
(Aim)  4-6,  7-6.  7—5.  n Gould  (G81  bl  C 
Snob  (Aim)  7-fi.  7-5.  P Hood  (GB)  01  A 
Pantw  (CS)  6-7.  7-6,  B-S. 
u»  vnwiw  HAHDCOUBT  CSHIPS 
(AC ana)-  nrat  rated  V BatelM  (Indo)  W 
M Battel  {G«r)  6-4,  7-6;  D Vow  Rooat  (Brtl 
KA  MUler  (US|  6-1. 6-3.  S Porfaa  Ih)  MM 
Maleeva  (Bui)  6-3. 7-6:  M Taootet  (Fr]  bi  A 


ard  Kendall’s  desperate  pur- 
suit of  a proven  scorer  has 
led  him  to  Saunders,  who 
recently  said  he  would  seek  to 
leave  Forest  unless  guaran- 
teed regular  first-team  foot- 
ball. But  Saunders  would  be  a 
stop-gap  measure  on  Ken- 
dall’s part,  which  is  why  he  is 
reluctant  to  pay  more  than 
£600,000.  Forest's  manager 
Dave  Bassett  believes 
Saunders  is  worth  much 
more — around  £1  million. 

Tony  Dorigc  is  awaiting  the 
result  of  a blood  test  before  he 
formally  joins  Graeme  Sou- 
ness’s  Torino  from  Leeds. 

The  31-year-old  former  Eng- 
land left-back  has  passed  all 
his  other  medical  tests  after 
agreeing  personal  terms  with 
Souness. 


Carlsson  (Swe)  6-4.  6-3;  P teteidai 
(Swttz)  bt  F Lohat  (Arg)  6-3.  6-2:  B 
Satedte  MwCarttey  (Netb)  bt  Patricia  Hy- 
-Boulais  (Can)  7-6. 7-6.  Sicood  roaite  S 
Taotad  (Fr)  bt  C RiCin  (US)  6-4.  6-t;  D 
Von  Roost  (Bel)  bt  R Dragomir  (Rom)  6-0. 
6-&  L Povorport  (US)  St  P Schnyder 
(5w1te»  6-3.  8-2;  • TrtnUrt  MtCteHiy 
(Noth)  bt  S Ferine  (It)  1-1  rat. 

Baseball 

AMBUCAN  LEAGUBi  CWcego  WS  5. 
Toronto  S (1«  game);  Chicago  WS  5. 
Toronto  3 (2nCJ.  ham  as  C 9,  BaWroore  12 
(Irtl:  Kansas  C 9.  Baltimore  2 (2nd):  De- 
troit 8.  Minnesota  2,  Texas  2.  MitwnVng  8; 
Anenebn  12.  nt  Yankees  4.  Seattta  S. 
Cleveland  7. 

MATKMAL  LEAOUB  Florida  8.  Chicago 
Cobs  1:  Cincinnati  6.  Colorado  5;  Montreal 
5.  SI  Louts  12:  Philadelphia  S.  San  Fran- 
cisco 9.  Pittsburgh  5.  San  Otago  3:  NY 
Mats  2.  LA  4;  H9U9»n  3,  AOonte  < 

Bowls 

HBTS  ALL-6MGLAND  CSWPS  (Wor- 
thing): Fours  aeral  flea  let  Swindon 
WaatMoot  (U  Dior.  T Stovonson.  M 
Biggs.  S Warren)  bt  Oevedon.  Somerset 
(S  Withers.  R Hedges.  P Brenneia.  G 
Luker)  26-5;  AMgwstw  BCL.  lorn  oral 
IB  Smith.  M Dames.  R Bttrhigton.  D 
Fawkes)  bt  Rainworm  Miners  Wettara. 
Notts  ID  Thompson.  R Stevenson.  N Mur. 
pry,  K Davies)  23-13.  Fteah  I wind  an 
Wsofiscut  bt  Bridgwater  BCL  IS. 

Chess 

KM  SPORTS  OLYMPIAD  ( London  |: 
■sood  Peon  M Sadler  Q.  M Adams  |. 
Phrac  Adams  X J.  Hodgson  S.  Ste  G WaH 
a Adams  1 Beveac  Adams  1.  ASuramtn- 
cei«  0;  u Sedter  0.  J Hodgson  I.  Batai  S 
Congueot  *.  Adams  X.  Meat  Adame  1.  B 
Leiie  0:  J Pteaketl  1.  Hodgson  O:  K Arkaa  1. 
Conquest  0:  J Earns  0.  Sadler  1.  Laadarte 
Adams  8;  ArteN,  PiaakatL  S«tf  or  7;  HJodg- 
ua  Lake.  SummetseMe  at 

Cricket 

SSCOWD  XI  CWBPl  Srlotoli  ElMI  20t- 
Glatics  213-6  (U  A Lynch  14J).  Purtyt 
SomiTT  (P  5 Jones  TO).  Dattya  08-3  (S  D 
SidAwga  64).  Ho—  Dumam.  243  (M  A 
RosebortY  Si).  Statu  66  ter  a Lanehatw 
MMdx  230  (A  W Urgman  qa  B L Hubon  61 ; 
Morgan  MB')  Glamorgan  202-7  (M  K 
Primer  51.  W L Law  SO;  Fay  4-83}  MOSaw 
Knmmm  Northonts  331-9  doc  (a  J Swann 
r»tw  MS)  Torts  TB-O.  OtdTraf- 
fertt  Lanes  271  (J  J Harm  66.  Dibdan 
4-7)  v Hants  Trot  SKdgt  Notts  389  IQ  F 
Aictiar  138.  R W J HowP  74.  L N Walker 

62).  Kent  S-a  waterier  Lata  305  (O  wn- 
liamson  HO.  P E Rabinaon  64;  EdouM 
4-79).  Worts  78-2  (W  G Khan  59no) 
MOKW  COtBOlSN  trwuPtTmi  Corn- 
wall 219-8  and  232-6  (C  P Lado  82.  K J 
Wincock  69).  Harafarda  333-8  (R  Hril  108. 
WHIeoac  4-126).  Cornwall  (3pts)  draw  wm 
Horelorda  (*}.  Serewuodr  Lines  194-8  and 
148  IS  N woman  51).  Steffi*  178-6  and 
173-4  il  Potter  64oo).  StaOs  popes]  tn 
Lines  (51  by  at*  wtcfeee. 

SBCOHD  ON6MV  tNYSRHATIOHALi 
Ceiamhcc  tmna  338  (S  Cenggty  1 1X  Chan- 
dana  «2).  Sri  Lanka  MW(S  Jsyasuriya 
66.  R Mahananta  68.  A Da  SBvs  S3).  Sri 
Lanka  non  by  ateren  mekes. 


SCOTLAND  saw  their  lead 
in  Group  Four  cut  to  one 
point  after  Anton  Polster 
struck  all  his  country’s  goals 
yesterday  as  Austria  won  3-0 
in  Estonia  to  apply  World  Cup 
qualifying  pressure  on  Craig 
Brown’s  men. 

Sweden,  in  third  place  In 
the  section,  strengthened 
their  own  hopes  of  reaching 
France  98  by  winning  2-1  in 
Belarus.  Both  the  Austrians 
and  Swedes  have  a game  in 
hand  over  Scotland. 

In  Estonia  Polster  netted 
with  a 47th-minute  free-kick, 
capitalised  on  a defensive 
blunder  to  shoot  the  second  in 
the  69th  and  headed  home  the 
third  shortly  before  the  end 
to  take  his  total  for  Austria 
to  39. 


Swimming 

■UHOPSAM  CSMPS  (Seville):  Mew 
lOOra  batter  ft )T  1.  L Prolander  (Swe) 
B2-B5;  Z D SHomiev  (Ukr)  53^7. 1 F Espo- 
«Ho  (Fr)  5128. 4QOw  m ■ Moyi  1.  M Wouda 
fNeth)  4mtn  I538eec;  Z F Hv*ld  (Sp) 
4.19.88;  3 R Sean  (Get)  4J043.  4i2O0m 
frwaatyte  reteyt  1.  GB  7.17JB  (Palmer. 
Clayton.  Meadow*.  Setter):  2.  Hoi  tend 
7.17.84;  3.  Germany  7.1888.  ISeri  board 
ainuteuntead  dtvtigp  1.  J HotnpuUM 
Kurina  (Ger)  300B4pa:  Z I Loukoenin/A 
Varlamov  (Ruel  27Z40;  3,  G Emptoz-Laco- 
teff  Herra  (Fr)  232 12:  4,  L Teyior/P  Wer- 
erfleld  (OB)  248Z6 

Warn—  zoom  fvatyfi  1.  M Smith  Do 
Bruin  (Ire)  1.59.93;  Z N Cnemezava  (Rue) 
1 .58.97;  3.  C Po«C  (Rom)  2 00.176.  K Pk*- 
erlng  (GB)  Z0I.02I.  SOOm  bfertrakm  1. 
A Kovocs  (Hun)  amin  24^o>ec  lEurapoen 
rack  Z A Peczek  (Pol)  2 2804;  3,  B Bocuo 
(Sri)  228.90;  6.  J King  (GB|  2 3002.  8.  L 
Wnamarah  (GB)  2J16B.  aw  bawd  oyn- 
ohranlaad  dlvlxgi  1,  C Bockneri'C 
Sehmoltuas  (Ger)  287J95ptor  Z i Lssrikorv 
Pokhalina  (Rue)  264.24.  3.  J Chu-tO  Soa; 
(Sp)  24420,  5.  j SmKhlK  Smith  (GB) 
278.96 

Evening  Racing 


LIOOtntf110ri>>  1,  HIOH  LOW,  Mr 
C Bonner  (11-8):  2,  lew  (14-1).  S, 
Kwwdryd  (5-4  Fov)  6 ran  8.  6.  (M 
Hammond)  Tote.  E260;  £1.10.  C310  Dual 
F:  £10.60.  CSF;  El 7.40  NR  Stono  Cross. 
8JSO  pm  BT  1IOyAo)l  1,  lARLYIIOim- 
MO  IMHT.  A Dobbin  (11-4|.  X.  Jotew 
Tte  Baqr  (5-7);  3,  BK  of  A Draw  <11-11 
?-4  Fav  Androku  6 ran.  ll  X (G  Rlcnarttol 
Tote:  £3.40;  £1  riL  £1.90.  Dual  F:  £7.30. 
CSF;  £9.12.  <L2Q  (3m  ST)i  1.  BAYARD, 
Uishae)  Brennan  (2-5  Fov).  a,  Oroon- 
(6-1);  X Mltetew  8*or  (J6-H  4 
ran.  3.  20.  (J  O’Shoal  Tow  £1  3o  DmU  F 
Q30.C3F;  C3.7(]  ZM(fai6l)i  1.NAMR 
Or  OUR  PATH**,  R Johnson  110-1),  Jt, 
R—nteow  (4-SFauk  a,  CatertUI  AmbL 
(7-2i.  a ran  X X (P  Bawan)  Taw 
£8Sa  Dual  F.  £6.10.  CSF  C1P38.  7 JO 
(In  If  1 1 0y da)i  t,  FINVICK'I 
•ROTHM,  Richard  Quest  imi.  2, 
Know  Mg  We  MI-10  Fov);  3,  WM  Bwoh 
110-1)  5 ran.  IX  TO.  (Mrs  S Smith)  Tote. 
£230.  £1.80.  £1.70  Dual  F Cl  90.  CSF 
CA85.  TJO  (3m  SQi  1.  MOVtK  MAH,  R 
Supple  (i  wio  lav):  a,  ImwlI  Contnwi 
(7-2);  3.  Cerporri  Kirkwood  |»-4).  4 ran 
7.  B.  (J  Turner)  T6(«  CUXL  Dari  F C9n. 
rate-  caes, 

OUADPOTI  £83.00  PLACRPOTl  C307  40 

KENTTON 

U6(in  tf>  1.  MIWURRAM.  R Smiiti 
(3-1  Jl  Fav);  X,  Hrat  nianua  (*-i|.  3. 
Zenro  (3-1  Jt  Fev).  7 run  3*.  St  (R  Han- 
rton)  Tote'  Ca.BO;  £300,  C2S0.  Dual  F. 
ESSa  C3F-  £1X63.  6-00  (6f>  1,  ROI  BR 
naiWO  R MUs  (16-1);  2,  Mwrttea  Pride 
HMt  a,  flpddtera*  Roa  (12-1).  11-4  Fdv 
Da  Boaa.  23  ran.  HO  Z (J  Hlltel  Ton. 
cisflfc ra ie. a«.Q do  dwm f: ci 04. go 

TrtO:  £188.00.  CSF-  £148.10  NR:  Angnllfio. 

630  (TOr  i,  aaemr  arcmvo  p*i  eb- 

dary  (16-11  F*v).  a,  Tamnwr  Sootoly 
(14-1).  3.  Marina  (ID-1)  16  ran.  X.  2U. 
(R  Hannon)  Tote:  £130;  E»  10.  £4.30.  £2.00 
Dual  F;  £i6ja  Trie-  tn  20.  CSF  Ciaa, 
NR:  Nutoaatem.  Zlmdo.  Pm  pm  i, 


Fixtures 


t'.OO  unten  staunt) 

Football 

VAI  NATIONAL  UMM  COP  (7  44). 
Baarian  Ai  Woteriord  v Kilkenny  C.  8»e 
0m  n Bny  WMha  v uco:  a nwwct  Ml 
v BaMnuana. 

AVON  INSURAHC3  COMBHIATIOMI 
PMI  DMatomOPR  o Luton  iZO). 

Rugby  League 

XRVWONAL  MWMWMNm  York- 
ohlrw  Paek  FMttwttmti  v WakoDetO 
1 aniteehteg  Pooh  Lei  on  v Swnunn. 
aluancn  evun  conttotora  v Ken  tax 
Hull  v Bradtord.  Soltotd  v Hull  KR. 

Cricket 

WXTH  oaMtwu  IUI  ftnm eaya:  il.O); 
Tin  Ovak  EnghMd  v AiMtralla. 
u-1®  HKHID  TWT  (Four  dtp,  H-OV 
wiiiiliaiiteti—  England  v Zimbaowe. 


Norway,  the  Group  Three 
leaders,  virtually  clinched  a 
place  in  the  finals  after  Chel- 
sea's Tore  Andre  Flo  and  his 
brother  Jostein  scored  in  Nor- 
way's 4-0  win  against  Finland 
tn  Helsinki.  The  midfielders 
Stale  Solbakken  and  Petter 
Rudl.  bound  for  Sheffield 
Wednesday',  struck  early  on. 

With  Hungary  and  Switzer- 
land drawing  1-1  in  Budapest, 
Norway  are  now  six  points 
clear  and  almost  certain  to 
make  it  to  France. 

The  Czech  Republic,  run- 
ners-up to  the  Germans  in 
Euro  96  but  out  oT  contention 
for  a World  Cup  place,  man- 
aged only  a 2-0  victory  over 
one  of  Europe's  weakest 
teams,  the  Faroe  Islands,  in 
Group  Six. 


MOUnWAY,  J Row  (S-1):  2.  Mbterite 
(5-1);  X Manttea  Star  (13-6  Fav).  7 ran 
Hd.  iM.  IP  Colo)  Tato  £6  30.  C2  70.  £2  50 
Dual  F-  C1Z20.  CSF;  £26  26. 7.30  (la  4f> 
1,  RIOAIYMA.  Pat  EOOATY  (5-2  Fav);  t, 
Aretha  Owl  (12-1).  3,  tetend  Ten  of  ary 
(IMI  12  ran  Nk.  2K  (L  Cumanl)  Tote; 
£3,60.  £1.90  £380  £2.20-  Dual  F.  £1833 
Trio  £7090.  CSF-  £3096  Tfleaat  £217.29. 
■JOO  (7T)i  1,  DUMMNR  OOUTTIKM.  pat 
BKJery  (9-2  lav).  S,  Mr  lpaafcwr  (26-1);  3, 
RDvte*  (16-1).  14  ran.  HO  IX.  (Lord  Hun- 
bitgdon)  Tote-  £420;  £2  00  £450.  CM  20 
Dual  F.  £94.10.  Tno.  £969  TO  CSF.  £114.63. 
Tricasi.  E1.478.4S  NR  Bttyln.  Flying 
Cotoury,  Mnstecpmco 
OUADPOnClJO  PLACMPOTi  C263  70 

LEICESTER 

OAOCTtSydsk  1,  D0NARAA.C  Lowttier 
(7-1);  8.  MMHW  smn  3,  kuku 
lion  (15-21  100-30  Fov  Oova  Rock.  12  ran. 

IL  X (D  Murray  Smuhl  Trte  £8  70.  OW. 
£4  00  C“  10  Dual  F.  £37  50  Tno.  £61.80. 
CSF  £83.73  8.10  («  X13y<N0t  1.  RIM- 
MAM  pom  BO.  M Roberta  114-n.  X.  CaCh- 
uriPtei  sane  ie-»  FaW:  a,  o*m 

(8-11.  9 ran.  Z IX.  |B  McMotton)  Tote: 
£25  80:  £350.  £1  111.  £1.70  Puri  F.  £14  00. 
Trur  £48  80.  CSF:  £34.11.  NR-  Rweriution. 
MO  (BT  Syria*  1.  DAY  MRMMR.  A 
Mack  ay  (5-1  Jt  Fev).  S.  Pliaaara  Tima 
(1* -n  X tea  Asa  |5-l  J|  Favt  M ran. 
SikL  nX  |p  Female)  Tote:  £490  £120. 
£7  90.  £2  80  Dual  F C$360  Trio:  £163.80. 
CSF  £76  « Tricast  £348.00  7.10(1  m » 
uiyteii  i.  DairrAjrra  bays,  k Fat- 
ten |7-2).  It  RteMrtm  (4-1),  3,  Hekla 
Ban  (6-11. 3-1  Fav  Lookout  9 ran  Nk.  UL 
(A  Slaw.irti  T.ea  £4  on  £1  3).  CZ70.  £1  SO. 
DUBI  F:  £1190  Trio  C7I  60  CSF:  £17.62 
Tricon.  £77  06  7.40  (im  It  RiSyriap  1, 
PHYUDA,  j Quinn  (l-i  J(  Fav);  a.  •R*' 
brite  (4—1).  3,  Kw  of  Partin*  (3-1  Jt 
Fav).  B ran  IV  X IP  Malum  T«r  £4.00 
£170  £1.70  £150  Dual  F.  £720  CSF. 
£14  35  8,10  (1m  Syria)!  1,  ASAJANY,  J 
Fortuno  ill*— 1):  X Soa  Ym  Mall*  (19- IL  X 
Thm  Can  ToH  (16-11  6-1  lav  Monaco.  19 
ran.  lk  no  |M  Ciumnon)  Tote.  £11.89; 
«J0.  £? 80.  rasa  Dual  F-  moo  Tho: 
£153.00  CSF  £167.04  Tnewt  EZ526J9 
OUtftPOIk  £47.60  PLACriPOTl  t3U« 


THE  LUCK  of  the  dm 
something  Britain’s 
Tim  Henman  has  ttg. 
quo ntly  been  blessed  wift 
during  his  career,  turned 
against  him  In  New  York  yes- 
terday when  he  was  coupled 
with  Austria’s  Thomas  Mis- 
ter. the  No.  5 seed.  In  the 
opening  round  of  the  US  Open 
which  begins  at  Flushing 
Meadow  on  Monday. 

Since  he  reached  his  second 
successive  Wimbledon  quar- 
ter-final this  summer  Hen- 
man’s form  has  been  erratic 
and  defeat  against  Muster 
could  see  him  lose  bis  British 
No.  I spot  to  Greg  Rusedski,  a 
Wimbledon  quarter-finalist 
himself  this  year  and  cur- 
rently in  altogether  better 
nick. 

Nut  that  Rusedski,  who  has 
not  progressed  beyond  the 
first  round  of  the  US  Open  in 
three  attempts,  has  an  easy 
start.  He  meets  the  rejuve- 
nated American  David  Whea- 
ton, making  a concerted 
comeback  after  suffering  an 
Achilles  injury  last  year 
which  saw*  him  drop  oat  of 
the  world's  top  100. 

Muster,  the  former  king  of 
clay,  has  been  less  than  Invin- 
clbie  on  that  surface  this  year 
but  his  hard-court  play  has 
Improved  In  reverse  propor- 
tion. The  Austrian  has 
reached  three  quarter-finals 
at  Flushing  Meadow  in  die 
last  four  years:  Henman 
reached  the  last  lfi  last  year 
before  losing  to  Sweden's  Ste- 
fan Edberg,  now  retired. 

Boris  Becker,  the  1990  US 
Open  champion,  has  pulled 
out  because  of  the  death  of  his 
manager  Axel  Meyer-Wori- 
den.  This  was  likely  to  have 
been  Becker’s  last  Grand 
Slam  tournament. 

Becker,  who  has  not  com- 
peted for  more  than  a month 
because  of  a knee  Injury,  an- 
nounced at  Wimbledon,  after 
losing  to  Pete  Sampras  In  the 
quarter-finals,  that  he  would 
not  play  any  Grand  Slam 
events  next  year.  His  place  as 
13th  seed  has  been  taken  by 
Spain’s  Albert  Costa. 

The  German  has  won  three 
Wimbledon  titles,  two  Austra- 
lian Opens  and  one  US  Open. 
The  only  Grand  Slam  title  to 
have  eluded  him  Is  the 
French  Open. 

The  four-time  champion 
Sampras  was  given  an  easy 
opening  in  his  attempt  to  win 
his  third  Grand  Slam  title  of 
the  year  when  he  drew  quali- 
fiers In  the  first  two  rounds. 

In  foe  women’s  singles  Mar 
Una  Hingis,  also  looking  for 
her  third  Grand  Shun  title  of 
foe  year,  meets  an  American, 
Tami  WhitlingerJones. 


Sport  in  brief 


Rugby  Union 

Northampton  are  willing  to 
double  Scott  Gibbs’s  wages  to 
almost  £200,000  to  secure  the 
Swansea  player’s  services, 
writes  Robert  Armstrong. 
Swansea  will  decide  at  a 
board  meeting  today 
to  accept  Saints’  £300.000 
transfer  bid  for  the  Wales  and 
Lions  centre,  a reconi  Be- 
tween British  union  dubs- 

Athletics 

The  world  5,000m  record 
holder  Haile  Gebrselassie  has 
challenged  Danld  Komen  to 
take  him  on  when  the  Kenyan 
attempts  to  reclaim  there- 
cord  in  Brussels  tomorrow. 
writes  Duncan  Mackay-  w°r- 
selassle  is  currently  entarefl 
in  the  3,000m  but  has  sited 
the  organisers  to  switch  ton1 
to  foe  5.000m.  However,  a 
spokesman  for  the  event  dis- 
missed the  idea:  "ft  will  not 
happen.  The  race 
set  and  we  do  not  ebanp; 
anything  at  the  last  monwto- 

Boadng 

Steve  Collins’s  wish  to  f|gj 

tho  WBC  llgbt-heavywdgM 
champion  Roy  Jones  1qob*° 
more  likely  yesterday  aft^h? 
met  his  promoter  Bank ; war- 
ren to  resolve  their  dispu“ 
over  the  WBO  super-midd* 
weight  champion’s  next  oppo- 
nent. Having  3P°^®nm 
Jones’s  handlers  In  the 

Warren  said:  “For  “ 
fight  Jones  next,  foe  WBO  J 
designated  opponent  Joeca^ 
zaghe  must  agree  to  sot 
aside.  Then  we  would  how® 
get  a date  In  October  or  NO 
veraber.  But  we  have  wj 
agreed  financial  terms 
Jones  or  Collins." 

Chess 

Britain’s  No.l  Midrad  Ad- 
ams increased  his  kadjo 
point  after  nine  rounds  or  tnr 
£6,000  Mind  Sports  Olympus 
tournament  at  London 
Royal . Festival  Hall, 
Leonard  Barden.  Adams  WJ 
two  more  grandmasters  wh"® 
his  British  «x&amplon  M® 
thew  Sadler  resigned  to 
linn  Hodgson,  who  to  torn 
lost  to  the  es-Brltish  cham- 
pion Jim  FlasketL 

Basketball 

Manchester  Giants  ba« 
signed  foe  American  guaro 
Brett  Larrlek  for  an  undtf 
dosed  foe  from  Charleston 
Southern  University. 


\y 


Decisive  Test 

for  the  captain 


Mike  Sehiey  at  The  Oval  believes  that 
Mike  Atherton’s  future  as  England  leader  is 
now  largely  in  the  hands  of  his  team-mates 


THE  England  team  go 
the  final  Test 
today  knowing  their 
performance  will 
* material  effect  on 
whether  Mike  Atherton  de- 
cides to  continue  as  captain 
It  Is  the  way  of  things  in  our 
cncket  — erroneously  — that 
the  leader  is  appointed  for  a 
finite  period,  be  it  a match  or 
series,  and  Atherton’s  term  of 
office,  the  whole  summer 
runs  out  when  he  leaves  The 
Oval  at  the  end  of  the  marr-v. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  is  ex- 
pected to  make  a decision  on 
his  future. 

Atherton  is  not  the  sort  to 
take  undue  notice  of  those 
whose  opinions  he  does  not 
respect,  so  the  chances  of  him 
being  affected,  for  example, 
by  the  more  extreme  rant  mgs 
of  some  newspapers  are  nil. 
“It  goes  with  the  territory,” 
he  says  in  that  phlegmatic 
way  of  bis.  No  one  in  his  close 
circle  has  put  pressure  on 
him  one  way  or  the  other  — 
in  any  case,  to  someone 
whose  hide  makes  a rhino’s 
seem  like  rice  paper,  that 
would  be  a worthless 
exercise. 

But  he  knows  the  chairman 
of  selectors  David  Graveney, 
while  not  wishing  to  deflect 
him  from  the  job  in  hand 
would  like  him  to  take  the 
side  to  the  Caribbean;  that  the 
coach  David  Lloyd  thinks  the 
work  has  just  begun  for  Eng- 
land's longest-serving  leader; 
and  that  14  of  the  18  county 
captains  believe  he  should 
carry  on.  He  has,  for  what  it 
is  worth,  the  support  of  this 
correspondent  too. 

The  groundswell  of  support 
is  gathering  momentum  but 
still  Atherton  baulks  at  the 
uncertainty  of  it.  It  is  to  his 
credit  that  he  has  never  made 
capital  out  of  the  job:  few 
perks,  fewer  endorsements. 


J need  t0  *now 
whether  the  selectors  want 
me  to  carry  on,”  he  says.  “If 
they  don't,  then  that  is  it 
And,  even  if  I get  their  back- 
mg»  I need  to  make  up  my 
mind  whether  I am  the  best 
man  for  the  job.  whether  I 
rtul  have  the  energy  and  en- 
thusiasm to  make  the  best  fist 
of  it  or  whether  someone  else 
can  do  it  better. 

“Finally  any  captain  can 
get  to  the  stage  where  be  does 
not  feel  he  has  the  support  of 
the  dressing-room,  which  is 
the  clearest  indication  he 
should  step  aside.  I don't  feel 
that  at  the  moment  but  the 
primary  consideration  must 

‘Any  captain  can 
get  to  the  stage 
where  he  does  not 
feel  that  he  has 
the  support  of  his 
dressing-room’ 


be  what  is  best  for  the  team- 
and  then  what  Is  best  for  me.*’ 

Well,  there  would  be  little 
point  asking  the  team  mem- 
bers whether  they  would  Uke 
him  to  continue.  He  has  been 
through  enough  fire  on  their 
behalf  for  the  respect  to  be 
total.  But  all  too  often  the  ad- 
miration has  not  translated 
into  performance. 

Time  and  again,  culminat- 
ing in  a dreadful  last  day  at 
Trent  Bridge,  they  have  let 
down  themselves  and  Ather- 
ton and  now  they  face  the  con- 
sequences because,  as  Ather- 
ton points  out,  the  captain's 
job  in  simplistic,  terms  is  to 
make  the  team  play  to  its  po- 


tential. if  they  are  playing 
well,  even  if  the  captain  is 
not,  it  takes  same  of  the  heat 
away,  if  not,  then  the  most  ex- 
posed leadership  role  in  Brit- 
ish sport  becomes  a crucible. 

Now  the  team  have  a flmi 
chance  to  atone  on  a ground 
at  which  for  whatever  reason 
— opposition  taking  their  foot 
off  the  pedal  at  the  dead  end 
of  a series,  new  players  intro- 
duced with  a series  grate,  and 
the  added  stimulus  of  playing 
for  touring  places  are  the 
most  frequently  mentioned — 
they  have  their  best  record  of 
winning,  including  half  of  the 
25  Ashes  Testsplayed  there. 
And.  not  cme  member  of  the 
team  is  in  dpubt  that,  if  ha 
Mis  to  come  op  to  the  mark, 
his  winter  prospects  will  not 
be  good. 

The  pitch  seems'ah  excel- 
lent surface  and,  in  the  un- 
likely event  of  Atherton  win- 
ning the  toss,  he  will  jump  at 
the  chance  to  bat  first.  Yester- 
day thnugt)  jt  stm  felt  clammy  ; 
in  places  artel,  until  it  dries 
out  thoroughly,  it  could  prove 
two-paced. 

England,  of  course,  already 
made  their  derision  on  Tues- 
day to  remove  Robert  Croft's 
offbreaks  from  the  spinning 
equation  and  are  certain  to 
omit  Ben  HoHloake  as  weLL 

The  only  doubt  concerns 
I the  fitness  of  Dean  Headley, 
whose  bruised  right  heel  has 
not  responded  to  treatment  as 
was  hoped.  Be  was  given  a 
strenuous  work-out  yesterday 
morning  and  the  selectors 
will  wait  until  today  to  see  if 
there  Is  a reaction. 

But  the  vibes  were  not  good. 
Instead  it  mhm  that  Peter 
Martin,  looking  lean  and  chip- 
per yesterday  and  by  Ms  estir 
station  bowling  better  than, 
ever,  will  play  for  the  first 
time  since  the  second  Test 
against  India  last  summer. 

• For  in-depth  tour  coverage, 
ball-by-ball  scores  and  the 

most  comprehensive  Ashes 

archive  an  the  Internet,  visit 
The  Guaidian-Wisden  Ashes 
97  website  at  http:// 
www.ashes-co.uk  - 
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On  the  edge  . . . Atherton  weighs  up  hla  England  flilinn  with  thn  nTmlrmaTi  n f gnliwtnry  rtpvtfl  fimwify  TOM  JENKINS 


County  Championship 

Somerset  v Kent 


McCague  taken 
out  of  Kent  attack 


Women’s  one-day  Glamorgan  v Northamptonshire 

England vS Africa  _ , ...  r 

Sntithiessets  Curran  delivers  his  lines  with  force 

VlCIOry  p-.-i » . . I Glamorgan  to  summon  I ing  point  in  the  first  ses- 1 a venomous  second  spell 


David  Foot  at  Taunton 

KENT  remained  terse  and 
privately  aggrieved 
about  the  way  their  key 
new-ball  bowler  Martin 
McCague  was  taken  out  of  the 
attack  in  only  his  third  over 
of  their  match  against  Somer- 
set here  yesterday. 

McCague  threw  up  his  arms 
in  disbelief,  it  seemed,  when 
the  umpire  Alan  Whitehead 
told  him  he  could  not  complete 
the  over  after  he  sent  down  a 
chest -high  beamer  which  had 
followed  a public  warning. 
McCague,  who  bad  already 
conceded  22  runs,  Including 
eight  no-balls,  was  warned  for 
two  bouncers  in  his  opening 
over,  and  there  were  two  more 
In  the  third  over,  which  were 
followed  by  the  beamer. 

The  bowler  implied  the  ball 
had  slipped  from  his  grasp  for 
the  beamer.  "I'm  still  trying 
to  get  over  It.”  he  said  during 
lunch.  *1  hope  you  saw  the 
beamer  as  purely  accidental;  1 
assure  you  It  was."  ' 

- The  Kent  - coach  John 
Wright  kept  his  comment 
brleC  “All  I’m  going  to  say  Is 
that  the  umpire  is  in  control.’ 
Whitehead  is  regarded 
among  first-class  umpires  as 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  cir- 
cuit. He  is  also  well-known  as 
a sticklar  for  the  laws  of  the 
game,  though  it  is  surprising 
be  ha£hot  had  more  than  five  : 
Teats,  Jfls  last  involved  a sim- 
ilar incident  with  lan 
BothamrAgainst  Australia  in 
the  third -Test  at  Trent  Bridge 
in  1986  Botham  was  warned 
by  Whitehead  for  running  on 
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to  the  wicket  and  for  intimi- 
datory bowling  in  one  over, 
during  which  a batsman  was 
caught  off  a no-balL 
Yesterday  Whitehead  said: 
‘Td  no  alternative  to  with- 
drawing Martin  from  the 
attack.  He  apologised  and 
there  was  no  question  of  it 
being  deliberate.  But  Z had  to 
do  the  business.” 

Somerset's  Andre  van 
Troost  was  similarly  penal- 
ised here  two  years  ago  for 
unfair  bowling  against  Kent’s 
Graham  Cowdrey. 

McCague’s  absence  added 
to  Kent's  frustrations  an  a | 
sweltering  day  whoa  they 
were  already  without  Dean 
Headley.  Somerset,  who  had 
lost  Piran  Holloway,  caught 
in  the  slips  to  the  first  ball  be 
received,  went  on  to  harvest 
runs  at  their  own  pace  and 
ended  on  336  for  six. 

The  feature  was  the  sixth- 
wicket  stand  of  171  between 
Rob  Turner,  promoted  to 
opener  in  place  of  the  injured 
Peter  Bowler,  and  the  stand- 
in  skipper  Simon  Ecclestone, 
who  resumed  after  going  off 
early  on  with,  knee  trouble. 

Both  scared  composed  hun- 
dreds. Turner,  supplementing 
the  steady  wicketkeeping  that 
must  surely  make  him  a can- 
didate for  A tour  consider- 
ation, reached  a career-best 
144,  which  Included  20  fours. 
He  was  brilliantly  caught,  not 
for  short  of  a long-leg  six,  by 
Cowdrey.  , . 

Ecclestone,  the  left-hander, 
completed  his  maiden  Cham- 
pionship century  off  170  balls 
with  16  fours  and  a steepling 
six  off  Paul  Strang. 

Lehmann  adds 
to  Bevan  woes 

Michael 

^T^torny^erday 
when,  having  tost 
in  Australia’s  Test  i«m  he 
Sst  out  to  Darren  Lehmann 
as  Yorkshire's  overseas 

runs  in  all  conations 
and  he  added  an 

fwwiwly  at  the 
{Sobers  Pwl  Hutehin- 

soo  (five  for  48)  and  Chris 
SfiverwoOd  (fottrfor^)-  • 
Two  other  Austrahansof 
different  vintages  htt  tum- 
dreds:  David  Boon^needed 

217  balls  leading  Durham 

Latest  Middlesex  an  dSta- 

artLaw  100  fewer  forEssex 
ooalnst  Nottinghamshire. 


ENGLAND'S  women,  play- 
ing In  trousers  at  Lord’s 
for  the  first  time,  scored  a 
seven-wicket  victory  over 
South  Africa  to  the  third  one- 
day  international  yesterday 
to  take  a 2-1  lead  in  the  best- 
of-five  series-  ‘ 

Karlen  Smithies,  the  Eng- 
land captain,  took  three  for  15 
as  South  Africa  were  bowled 
out  for  134  in  46.3  overs  of  the 
50  allowed.  The  South  Afri- 
cans, who  had  compiled  254  at 
Taunton  on  Sunday  to  claim  a 
two-wicket  win  with  the  last 
ball  bowled,  never  looked  in 
any  sort  of  touch  with  the  hat 
here. 

The  scene  seemed  set  for 
more  heroics  for  England’s 
Charlotte  Edwards,  the  17- 
year-old  who  scored  her 
maiden  century  on  Sunday, 
but  she  appeared  tired  and 
was  bowled  for  four. 

Barbara  Daniels  made  53  to 
steer  England  to  victory,  se- 
curing the  Woman  of  toe 
Match  award  in  the  process. 
England  were  stuck  on  134  for 
10  balls  before  Sue  Metcalfe 
hit  the  winning  run,  though 
she  remained  one  run  short  of 
her  half-century.  ..V 


Scoreboard 


Paid  Rm>  at  Avenue  Road 

BAD  alignment  stopped 
play  at  Abergavenny 
after  two  overs  yester- 
day. It  made  a change  from 
flip  rain.  That  mibb  later. 

The  umpire  Graham  Bur- 
gess spotted  the  wickets 
were  about  five  inches  out 
and  after  much  measuring 
the  ground  staff  were  or- 
dered to  repaint  the  lines. 

It  was  that  sort  of  day. 
Hugh  Morris  twisted  his 
ankle  warming  up,  forcing ! 


Glamorgan  to  summon 
Alnn  Evans  from  their 
seconds  at  Lensbnry. 

He  got  the  call  moments 
after  the  slow  left-armer 
Dean  Cosker  had  left  Lens- 
bury  when  Glamorgan’s 
captain  Matthew  Maynard 
belatedly  decided  he  needed , 
a dual  spin  attack.  The 
hold-ups  — rain  immedi- 
ately followed  the  repaint- 
ing— meant  Cosker  missed 
only  14  overs  and  was  in 
action  just  after  lunch. 

Glamorgan  had  achieved 
the  rare  feat  here  of  a bowl- 


ing point  in  the  first  ses- 
sion; Waqar  Younts,  Steve , 
Watkin  and  Darren  | 
Thomas  all  swung  the  ball 
to  reduce  Northampton- 
shire to  51  for  three. 

Then  came  Kevin  Curran. 
Brandishing  his  bat  like  a 
club,  he  scored  62  of  the  72 
runs  he  put  on  with  Rob 
Bailey.  Bailey  failed  to 
score  off  his  final  55  deliv- 
eries and  went  feebly,  fry- 
ing to  hit  Robert  Croft  over 
the  top. 

As  wickets  fell  at  the 
other  end — Waqar  bowling 


a venomous  second  spell 
which  accounted  for  David 
Sales  and  David  Ripley  — 
Curran  plundered  a career- 
best  159  not  out. 

He  was  dropped  by  Croft 
at  slip  off  Waqar  on  64  but, 
without  him  and  the  excel- 
lent support  of  Paul  Taylor 
(28)  anil  Mohammad  Ak- 
ram  (22),  his  side  would 
have  suffered  the  ignominy 
of  being  bowled  out  on  the 
first  day  on  one  of  the  most 
bowler-unfriendly  pitches 
in  the  country.  They  fin- 
ished on  802  for  eight 


Warwickshire  v Worcestershire 


Home  boys  open  up  and  make  Warwickshire  suffer 


Andy  WHsonat  Edgbaston 

RAVBODLE  Gloucestershire’ s 
WW  Mike  Smith  and  Jona- 
than Lewis  step  aside  in  the 
current  round  of  fixtures,  an- 
other pair  of  opening  bowlers 

are  bearing  menacingly  down 
on  the  County  Championship 
— Alamgir  Sherlyar  and 
ManeerMirza. 


The  pair,  both  Brummies, 
shared  seven  wickets  as  War- 
wickshire were  dismissed  for 
252  in  clammy  conditions  on  a 
difficult  pitch  that  seems  un- 
likely to  improve.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  Allan  Donald,  Dougie  ! 
Brown  then  reduced  Worces- 
tershire’s reply  to  20  for  two. 

Sherlyar  is  only  23  but  he 
has  been  around  for  a while, 
joining  Worcestershire  after 


two  seasons  at  Leicestershire. 
Mirza.  just  19.  is  short  and 
skids  the  ball  through.  His 
final  figures  of  four  for  51 
were  the  best  of  a career 
which  he  has  dedicated  to  his 
elder  brother  Parvaz.  who 
played  a number  of  games  for 
Worcestershire  two  years  ago 
before  dying  from  a heart 
complaint. 

In  their  first  -outing  since 


| the  NatWest  semi-final  much 
of  Warwickshire's  batting 
remained  in  one-day  mode, 
with  four  of  the  top  five  mak- 
ing 20  before  frittering  their 
wickets  away.  Nick  Knight, 
returning  after  seven  weeks 
out  with  a finger  injury,  had 
already  been  dropped  in  the 
gully  and  beaten  on  several 
occasions  by  Sheriyar’s  swing 
before  wafting  once  too  often. 


Golf 


Ryder 
clues 
point  to 
Olazabal 


David  Davies  In  KB  dare 


IN  THEORY,  if  the  same 
player  were  to  win  this 
week’s  Smurfit  European 
Open  and  next  week's  BMW 
International  Open,  he  could 
be  something  Rfce  125th  on 
the  Johnnie  Walker  points 
list  at  the  moment  and  still 
qualify  as  of  right  for  the 
Ryder  Cup. 

In  practice,  of  course,  that 
is  hardly  going  to  happen. 
The  people  that  for  down  are 
more  worried  about  getting 
into  tournaments  than  win- 
ning them  but  it  illustrates 
the  complexity  of  trying  to  de- 
termine who  will  be  in  the 
European  team  at  Valder- 
rama  on  September  26-28. 

Not  that  the  captain  Sever- 
iano Ballesteros  is  worried. 
He  cannot  determine  who 
qualifies  as  of  right  and,  as 
far  as  his  own  wild-card  selec- 
tions are  concerned,  his  mind 
is  made  up.  *T  know  already 
what  1 do.”  he  said  yesterday, 
speaking  here  at  The  K Club, 
venue  for  the  European  Open. 
“There  is  no  dilemma.  I have 
a very  dear  picture  of  the  sit- 
uation. a very  clear  mind.” 
There  was  a pregnant 
pause.  At  last  the  answer  to 
the  question  that  has  tor- 
mented Seve- watchers  all  sea- 
son: will  he  pick  Nick,  will  he 
opt  for  Ollie  or  play  Pame- 
vik?  Ballesteros  enjoyed  the 
silence,  then  said:  "But  it’s  a 
secret  Nobody  knows.  Not 
even  the  players,  only  me." 

He  was  then  asked  if  noth- 
ing that  happened  in  the  next 
two  weeks  would  change  his 
mind  and  he  said  "no”.  He 
was  asked  specifically  if  he 
had  told  Nick  Faldo,  and  he 
said  “no".  He  was  asked  when 
he  had  made  up  his  mind  and 
he  said  "last  week".  He  was 
asked  when  exactly  last  week 
and  he  said  “before  the 
US  PGA". 

In  revealing  that  he  bad 
come  to  his  conclusions  be- 
fore last  week’s  champion- 
ship, Ballesteros  may  have 
given  away  a due.  In  the  two 
weeks  before  the  US  PGA 
Spain's  Ignacio  Garrido  made 
certain  of  his  Ryder ' Cup 
place.  In  that  same  period  an- 
other Spaniard,  foe  injured 
Miguel  Angel  Martin, 
revealed  that  he  would  not  be 
taking  his  place. 

Eureka.  I do  not  know  how 
you  do  it^Hohnes.  By  using  a 
very  large  magnifying  glass 
and  swishing  one’s  cape.  It  Is 
possible  to  speculate  that,  be- 
cause Garrido  Is  in  and  Mar- 
tin is  out,  Olazabal  Is  in.  Bal- 
lesteros would  want  a 
Spanish  partner  for  Garrido 
and,  as  he  and  Ollie  are  good 
friends  anyway,  what  could 
make  more  sense? 

If  Olazabal  qualifies,  so 
much  the  better,  for  Balles- 
teros will  then  be  able  to  pick 
Faldo  and  Pamevik.  If  he 
does  not,  he  will  pick  Olaza- 
bal and  . . . ah,  the  glass 
clouds  over.  Perhaps  some  of 
the  mixture,  Watson? 

Ballesteros  is  at  one  with 
the  United  States  captain 
Tom  Kite  in  wanting  foe  ex- 
cellent spirit  that  has  charac- 
terised the  last  two  matches 
to  continue.  In  1991  the 
United  States  media  labelled 
it,  pre-match,  foe  War  By  The 
Shore,  and  that  is  what  it 
became. 

“At  foe  end  of  the  day  it  is 
not  a war.  only  a competition, 
and  it  is  Important  that  the 
Ryder  Cup  stays  as  the  best 
competition  in  the  world," 
said  Ballesteros. 


Championship 1 

(Fir*  day  at  four;  today.  Ufl) 


V J Wdl*b  DeFraltM ^ ISO 

D L Msddy  e Harris  b DaFreltns •* 

USutdlfto Cfcb Got*  * 

•jjWhltattrcKHMwnb  Harris  — *1 

B F Sraah  e Clarks  b Harrta ■ 

A Hatilijc  May  b Dafrattas * 

tv  A Nixon  notout *7 

0 J Mllns  at  Krtafcon  0 DeFroHas  — — 1 
Extras  (04,  Ibis.  nb23) JJJJ 

Total  nor  7. 102  enramj *** 

Mb  144. ire.  394, 280,310, 387, OT. 
TobabQJ  Paraons,  J Ormond.  ARK 

SmdbtF  DaFrattaa  avra-W-^Cortc 

16- 3-77-1;  AMrad  17-8-80-0;  Harris 
19-4-B8-JS  BladesaH  B-4-24-0;  Claim 

17- 6-30-0. 

DMMHM  A 8 MU**.  M R MWr,  C J 
Adams.  K J Barnett  I BJaOwfl.  VP 
Clarks, -tKM  Krtkfcan.  ■PAJDeFWWas.D 
QCoilt.  A J Harris,  PAJdracL  _ 

OrartruaiJH  Hampshire  and  Q Sharp.  ■ 


TMas  Somerset 
338  lor  tna  lose  ofata 
against  Kent  (2). 


TRjTurnareCnurtraybEaiham- — 
PCLHoaowayeWardbPtiBHpe  •«—  * 

-SCHcdeetonenoton 
MNUthtncWarVOEelham “ 
M e TrtacofhfcknMarati  b Fleming  — o 

M Sumac WrtJsbPWTMp*  — — ** 

a DRosee  Marsh  6 Flaming  — — as 

S Hw2bsrg  notout — • 

Baras  (hi.  m.  «*)- ■—  11 

Total  (lorB,  1W  o*er»)-~rr.L 


eantHMuahi  Yorfavhku  (4pU)  lead  Sue- 

aax  (2)  by  IT  runs  «f»  0v*  aaeoMt-miUnga 

vfctota  ttandtog. 


M T E Palree  IBw  b MflcHaon . 
RKHaolbcrbSOverwood  — 
NRTartorOWnna : — 

M ■ 


Total  (to- 2.  rt  overt] so 

PM  At  Widows,  a 

T«  bam  T M Moody.  V S Solankl.  D A 
Laalhardale.  13  J Rhodes.  SH  Lament.  A 
Shartyar.  M M Mlrza. 

BowtbKt:  Waleh  (W-n-O;  Brown  5-0-5W. 
Ueertraai  J C BoWorstone  and  BJ  Meyer. 


Alniipaaamyi  Norttwnpaenahha  (Sets} 
have  aeerad  302  lor  the  tom  at  nigra  flmt- 
tnnlnpt  vricfcen  agafnet  GUamorgan  (a). 


CATCH  EVERY 
BALL  ONLINE 


AMcQmthmwbRebtnaon — — — 

M P Vaughan  c Peircs  b Junta 
‘OHyaaoMNewaUbJorvta  — . 

D S Lehmann  not  out  * 

C HMta  e Moeraa  b K Naweil < 

BParfcarlhwbRflblnoon 

C EWBUwrwood  notour 

Extras  (lbZ.nb8) 1 

Total  (tor  S.  El  ever*] - - 11 

MlaSrtau*tai2a,4&7ZiS«.m 

T*  ban  fflJ  BIafcay.aMHBmBtan.no 
Stamp.  PMHmch  ban.  __  ' 

■■litaMH  Jarria  P-jMS-S  Edward* 
AHMI-fc  Khan  W4Mt  _ „ 

U4-49HP;  RehUtaon  O-WW  K 

Utambaai  JD  Bond  and  OR  Shephard. 


D J Roberts  Ibw  b Waqar 1. 

RJ  Warren  o Shaw  b Watkin 

A Fordnamo  Maynard  bThoma*  * 

"RJ  Bailey  o James  bCmfl ai 

KM  Curran  not  out — _1« 

D J G Sal  sac  Maynard  b Waqar e 

to  «pt*yc  Shaw  ts  Warns — . 1 

JP  Taylor  c Shew  b Croft  * 

M AKrnm  ion  oat — , Jfc 

MKPartaaeetera  i 

Extras  (IM.  ntej i 

Total  (for  8.  B2  ovgra) am 

MetmlBkelaiia.  18,  SI.  139, 178, 1B2, 
an.  388. 

TebabJF  Brawn. 

BwA«  waqar  19-«-74>ai  Watfcfn 
19HJ-38-1;  Croft  jWhSM;  Tnomos 
15-1-00-1;  Dale  4-0-17-0;  Coaker 
11-9-27-0. 


OLAHOMUMi  S P Jamaa.  a w Evans.  A 
Dale,  M J PdwaIL  -M  P Uayrard.R  D B 
Craft.  tA  Q Straw,  waqar  Younts.  S O 
Thomas.  S L Waddn.  D A Cooker. 
IlMphw- Q l Bugses  and  A aartoon. 


L DUvfer  run  out «7 

D Raid  onr  b Radfern a 

tO  Tertianche  0 Tmrlor O 

HOavtaestCassarbSm&hln  . IS 

KLaJngrunoui S, 

*K  Price  e Caesar  bSmHhl  as o 

A Burger  eSBSmHhfoa 1 

R Sloop  « S b Lang 91 

AKotzarunaut 11 

C Ekstaen  c Taylor  D Reynard S 

A BezuldMihoui  not  out 1 

Extra*  (bC.  Ibl.  w5.  nbl) ia 

Total  l«3  event) ....  1*4 

Mi  19. 22. 78. 88. 80. 82. 82.117,133. 
SoerttagrTaytor  8-1-33-1;  Redtarn 
5-1-15-1,  BnUthlBs  10-3-15-8;  Connor 
10-1-28-0;  Lang  8-MH;  Reynard 
7JM-21-1. 


CM  Edwards  bEkauen — .....  4 

HCPUmmerbEknasn- IS 

8 A Daniels  ran  out S3 

J S Metcalfe  not  out  49 

i TJ  Cotes’ not  out a 

Exlras  (h2.  to*.  w4)^ — 10 

Total  (for  3, 403  overt! 135 

PM  ef  iMmb  O 43. 102. 

BSd  not  ball -K  SmNhlee.  K M Lang.  U A 
Reynard,  C J Connor,  S Rsdfsm,  c 1 
Taylor. 

■oiMew  Kotza  9-1-37-0;  Bataan 

10-3-24-2:  Prioe  OJ-a-w-O;  Oavtea 
1D-3-3HJ:  RoW  3-1-13-0. 

UoMreet  v CHNjww  and  A Roberta. 


See  all  the  best 
pictures  from 
the  last  Test  in  our 
unique  Darkroom. 


\ / ; Guardian 
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Follow  every  ball,  every  Test,  while  you 
work,  with  the  Ashes  97  hve  scoreboard. 

Ashes  97:  taking  internet  cricket 
to  new  boundaries. 

http://www.ashes.co.uk 
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Twickenham  in  turmoil  of  attack 

from  behind 

Rowell 
quits 
without 
an  heir 

Robert  Armstrong  j 


JACK  ROWELL  got  1 
his  retaliation  in 
first  yesterday  by : 
resigning  as  Eng- 1 
land’s  rugby  union ; 
coach.  Battered  but  unbowed  j 
by  a torrent  of  hostile  criti- 
cism from  inside  Twicken- 
ham, Rowell  walked  out  nine 
days  before  his  contract  was 
due  to  expire  and  three  years 
and  four  months  after  he  was 
appointed. 

Due  to  the  Rugby  Football 
Union’s  bungling  and  crass 
public  relations  there  is  no  ob- 
vious gimasnr  to  the  man 
who  guided  England  to  a 
World  Cup  wwiftwi,  a Grand 
Slam  and  three  Triple  Crowns. 
Hie  names  of  Clive  Woodward, 
Bob  Dwyer  and  Richard  HH1 
have  been  bandied  as  possible 
successors  but  none  carries 
the  clout  of  lan  McGeechan, 
the  Lions*  raanh,  who  turned 
the  job  down  on  Monday. 

Rowell,  a proud  and  sensi- 
tive man,  decided  on  a digni- 
fied exit  rather  than  continu- 
ing to  suffer  the  back- 
stabbing  that  has  .been 
commonplace  within  Twick- 
enham for  the  past  12  months. 
The  shabby  behaviour 
reached  its  nadir  last  month 
when  the  RETTs  technical  di- 
rector Don  Rutherford  flew  to 
New  Zealand  to  offer  the  Eng- 
land Job  to  Graham  Henry, 
the  Auckland  coach,  while 
Rowell  was  preparing  his 
team  to  play  Australia  in 
Sydney. 

The  recent  utterances  of 
Fran  Cotton,  vice-chairman  of 
the  RFU  playing  committee, 
who  publicly  belittled  Rowell 
for  alleged  shortcomings  in 
team  selection  and  man-man- 
agement, obviously  per- 
suaded the  England  coach 
that  enough  was  enough.  Cot- 
ton’s actions  have  helped  cre- 
ate the  Impression  that  the 
England  job  is  a poisoned 
chalice  and  not  worth  accept- 
ing at  any  price. 

Donald  Kerr,  chairman  of 
the  English  Rugby  Partner- 
ship who  represent  the  lead- 
ing clubs,  said  last  night:  ‘To 
be  honest  I'm  not  surprised 
that  Jack  has  quit,  because  1 , 
think  the  whole  situation  has 
been  handled  very  badly. 

"It  would  be  Interesting  to 
find  out  if  he  chose  to  quit  or 
was  pushed  hut  I hope  he  wUl 


Frank  Keating 
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Jackknifed . . . Rowell  decided  on  a dignified  exit  rather  than  continue  to  suffer  the  back-stabbing 


stay  involved  with  English 
rugby  because  he’s  a very  tal- 
ented individual.” 

By  any  yardstick  Rowell’s 
international  record  was  an 
honorable  one,  including  vic- 
tories over  Australia  and 
South  Africa,  but  his  teams 
have  struggled  with  the 
change  to  a more  modem. 
Quid  playing  style. 

There  was  also  the  thorny 
question  of  the  terms  of  con- 
tract Twickenham  want  a 
foil-time  coach  for  a job 
worth  some  £150,000  a year; 
Rowell  wanted  to  continue  on 
a part-time  basis  alongside 
his  extensive  business 
primm  Aments. 

Rowell’s  departure  must  af- 
fect the  future  role  of  Hill  de 
dan  vDle,  the  man  he  made 
•p.ngiand  captain.  De  Glan- 
vflle,  widely  regarded  as  for- 
tunate to  keep  his  place  in  the 
side,  has  also  been  a butt  for 
Cotton’s  criticism-  At  the 
weekend  he  told  a Sunday 
newspaper:  "I  don’t  know 
how  he  [de  Glanvllle]  stands 
up  in  front  of  the  team,  quite 
honestly.” 

Last  night  de  Glanvflle  led 
the  criticism  of  Twicken- 
ham's behaviour.  'H  is  not  a 
great  surprise  that  Jack  has 


decided  to  take  this  course  of  I tions  dearly  and  in  some  de- 


action,”  he  said.  “I  think  he 
has  been  debating  it  in  his 
mind  for  some  time.  He  has 


tall.  We  all  know  that  the  RFU 
has  been  looking  around  for  a 
possible  successor  but  this 


obviously  considered  the  op- 1 sort  of  thing  should  be  done 


Coach  class  Contenders  for  the  top  job 


behind  dosed  doors  and  not 
in  public.  Any  talks  or  negoti- 
ations should  always  be  done 
with  as  much  privacy  as  pass- 
ible and  Tm  sure  the  things 


Clive  Woodward 

Bath  coach 

An  England  centra  of  style  and 
guile  in  the  early  Eighties,  Wood- 
ward would  command  Instant 
respect  The  41-year-old  empha- 
sised his  ability  to  get  the  best  out 
of  average  malarial  during  hb  time 
as  director  of  rugby  at  London 
Irish-  Has  produced  positive 
results  wtth  England  Under-21  s. 


Richard  Hill 

Gloucester  director  of  rugby 
Most  of  the  present  England  team 
ware  groomed  by  HOT  In  his  role  as 
England  A coach.  As  a former  Eng- 
land senur-hatf.  HB  understands 
how  to  fritegratB  forwards  and 
becks  to  dynamic  effect  A shrewd 
judge  erf  talent  the  36-year-oJd  is 
proof  of  the  adage  “If  you’re  good 
enough,  you're  old  enough”. 


Bob  Dwyer 

Leicester  director  of  rugby 
The  popular  Australian.  57,  has  an 
advantage  of  Incalculable  value: 
he  is  the  only  coach  in  the  north- 
ern hemisphere  to  have  won  the 
World  Cup.  And  Dwyer  relishes  a 
major  challenge.  A brilliant  analyst 
of  tactics,  Dwyer  has  the  drive 
and  the  knowledge  to  ensure  that 
England  fire  on  15  cylinders. 


PHOTOGRAPH:  TOM  JENtONS 

said  in  public  about  Jack  and 
the  coaching  position  will 
have  had  some  effect  on  him.” 

Whoever  takes  over  — and 
Twickenham  have  said  they 
want  a man  in  place  by  the 
end  of  next  week  — has  a 
daunting  task.  England  have 
the  most  demanding  pre- 
Christmas  programme  ever: 
starting  on  November  15  they 
play  New  Zealand  twice  and 
Australia  and  South  Africa  on 
successive  weekends.  Then 
they  face  the  Five  Nations 
Championship  before  begin- 
ning the  build-up  to  the  1999 
World  Cup. 

It  is  understood  that  the  for- 
mer England  coach  Roger  Utt- 
ley  has  been  sounded  out 
about  becoming  the  national 
manager.  He  would  probably 
not  accept  the  post  without 
first  knowing  the  identity  of 
the  new  coach.  In  any  case 
the  Harrow  schoolmaster 
would  be  certain  to  put  a pre- 
mium on  the  traditional  vir- 
tues of  trust  and  plain  dealing 
that  no  longer  hold  good  on 
the  RFU  playing  committee. 

Like  Henry,  McGeechan 
and  Dick  Best  who  was  also 
offered  the  job  last  winter, 
Utttey*s  reply  is  likely  to  be: 
••Thanks,  but  no  thanks.” 


T^NY  GREIG’s  choice  of 
| Ian  Healy  for  the  iiuli- 
I vidual  award  after  the 
I Trent  Bridge  Test  was 
an  enlightenlngly  perceptive 
stroke  by  the  bombastic  old 
beanpole.  Wicketkeepers  arc 
not  often  encored  on  for  bou- 
quets and  curtain-calls.  A res- 
onant finale  by  Healy  at  The 
Oval  and  Man  of  the  Series 
would  not  come  amiss.  The 
work  of  the  leathery  33-year- 
old  cuss  has  beena  joy  to 
watch,  notwithstanding  the 
Interminable  “Nice  bowling. 
Wamey”  and  “Great  stuff. 

Pidge  [McGrath]’’. 

Some  England  supporters 
say  “Just  give  us  one  Warne  or 
one  McGrath  and  the  Ashes 
might  have  been  ours.”  That  Is 
wishfUl  whistling  but  as  well 
wish  the  same  swap  about 
Healy.  not  only  for  his  secure 
but  blisteringly  sharp  and  ag- 
gressive glovework  but  for  his 
knowing  batsmnnship  in  the 
classic  all-rounder’s  position 
at  No.  7. 

One  can  only  wonder  if  the 
rubber  might  have  panned  out 
differently  had  England  built 
their  XI  unwaveringly  around 
Jack  Russell  at  No.  7.  He  has. 
by  all  accounts,  been  batting 
and  keeping  better  than  ever 
around  the  shires. 

Healy’s  electric  leg-side 
stumping  ofMark  Butcher  at 
Old  Traffbrd  was  a luminous 
dismissal  In  itself  but  it  was 
crucial  in  context  too.  Eng- 
land, hale  at  94  for  two,  were  in 
no  time  111  for  six,  with  the 
wicketkeeper  snaffling  two 
more.  U was  the  same  at  Trent 
Bridge:  England  at  a serene  106 
for  no  wicket  were  then, 
within  the  hour.  141  for  four 
with  three  of  them  to  Healy, 
including  a dramatic  Car-post, 
left-handed  swoop  to  pouch 
John  Crawley  and  an  eye-blink 
reaction  back-flip  to  send  Alec 
Stewart  on  his  way. 

In  both  those  passages  the 
matches  were  as  good  as 
settled.  And.  if  they  were  not. 
Healy’s  sadistically  jolly  47  at 
Manchester  and  63  at  Notting- 
ham made  certain. 

Almost  daily  on  these  pages 
aeons  ago  Neville  Card  us 
would  revel  in  George  Duck- 
worth of  Lancashire  and  Eng- 
land — "a  wicketkeeper  of 
mingled  exultation,  rage  and 
indignation,  attacking  from 
behind  as  directly  and  vio- 
lently as  the  bowler  is  attack- 
ing from  the  front”.  So  does 


Healy  display  his  ravenous 
presence  behind  the  batsman. 
Alan  Knott  has  whooped  with 
unbiased  ndmirntiun  at  Hea- 
ly’s masterclass  shows  this 
summer  "His  concentration  is 
as  Impressive  as  hb  quicksil- 
ver speed  of  react  jon,”  says 
England's  best  all  rounder 
gloveman. 

It  was  this  week,  t hb  Test,  so 
years  ago  when  England  at 
large  was  Introduced  to  Kent’s 
eccentric  and  magical  little  Mr 
Punch,  when  In  hb  first  Oval 
Test  against  Pakistan  he 
stumped  hb  county  confrere 
Aslflqlvd  in  a blur  of  red 
gloves,  frightened  bails  and 
banshee  shouts  In  the  direction 
of  square-leg.  It  was  off  a gentle 
dobber  from  Brian  Close  and 
only  after  Asifs  bombarding 
146.  one  of  the  century’s  most 
blazing  innings  under  the  old 
gasholders. 

Knott's  Kentish  predeces- 
sor in  the  all-time  pantheon. 
Godfrey*  Evans,  was  77  on 
Monday.  Still  full  of  the  joys  as 
he  blew  out  his  candles,  "Cod- 
ders” is  another  of  the  gloved 
freemasonry  who  has  ruefliliy 
relished  Healy’s  work  all  sum- 
mer — although  he  Insists  his 
own  Australian  rival  of  halfa 
century  ago.  Don  Tallon,  was 
the  best  he  has  ever  seen. 

"Don  was  a Queenslander 
like  Healy  but  an  unobtrusive 
and  undemonstrative  keeper. 
His  genius  was  to  make  the 
most  brilliantly  Improbable 
dismissal  seem  straight- 
forward and  almost  routine. 

| Still  vividly  scarred  on  my 
memory  is  Arthur  McIntyre 
and  1 sprinting  to  complete  an 
all-run  four  In  Brisbane  in 
1950.  Bill  Johnston  threw  in 
wildly  from  the  boundary,  a 
good  dozen  yards  off  target,  but 
in  one  movement  Don  leaped 
high  to  catch  it  in  his  right 
glove  and  threw  down  Ar- 
thur’s wicket  in  a trice.  Unbe- 
lievable: it  turned  the  match.” 

^^"ALLON’s  raosi  endur- 

| mg  catch  was  here  at 

| Kennington490val 

I Tests  ago.  when  Eng- 
land were  all  out  for  52  and 
Len  Hutton,  first  in  and  last 
out,  was  caught  for  30,  left- 
handed  at  full  stretch  off  a per- 
fectly sound  leg -glance. 

Tallon's  nickname  was 
“Deafy” — he  had  come  back 
from  the  war  hard  of  hearing. 
He  could  not  hear  the  snicks  so 
he  seldom  appealed;  he  just 
caught  them  and  let  the  slip 
cordon  do  his  shouting  for  hi- 
mJLt  is  hard  to  imagine  Healy 
doing  likewise. 

“If  you  say  rm  challenging!}- 
garrulous,”  Healy  said,  “HI  say 

it’s  more  chirpy  and  encourag- 
ing to  my  bowlers;  it  fires  them 
up — and  it's  no  bad  thing 
either  to  keep  reminding  the 
batsmen  they  have  an  all-out 

attacking  presence  behind 
them  as  well.”  Not  that  Eng- 
land have  needed  reminding. 


I Britain  match  Smith  haul 


Nick  Vartey 

Eric  cantona's  dispute 

with  Manchester  United 
over  profits  from  merchan- 
dising hearing  ht«  name  haa 
taken  a new  turn  with  the 
club’s  reftisal  to  pay  their 
former  captain  any  money. 

The  Frenchman  had  ex- 
pected to  receive  up  to 
£250,000  in  settlement  of  a 
claim  for  £750,000  in  royal- 
ties but  United’s  director 
and  solicitor  Maurice  Wat- 
kins yesterday  spelled  out 
for  the  first  time  why  Can- 
tona, now  following  an  act- 
ing career  in  France,  would 
receive  no  money . 

"The  chib  does  not  con- 
sider itself  to  have  any 
liabilities  to  Eric  at  an," 
.said  Watkins.  “When  he 
came  to  leave  the  club  there 
were  a number  of  issues 
which  had  to  be  sorted  out. 
We  had  discussions  with 
him  and  his  people  about 
these  and  we’ve  not  spoken 

to  him  for  some  time.” 
Watkins  professed  to  be 
“quite  surprised”  at  the 


prominent  coverage  the  row 
and  United's  decision  to 
burn  remaining  Cantona 
stock  had  received.  The 
player,  he  said,  was  paid  off 
in  foil  when  he  left  the  club 
at  the  end  oflast  season. 

The  dispute  now  seems 
likely  to  end  in  court,  how- 
ever, With  Cantmifl  fltrtmfng 
w<i  name  and  image  are  his 
“Intellectual  property”  for 
which  he  should  be  paid. 

United  tens  may  now  be 
deprived  of  a last  chance  to 
pay  tribute  to  Cantona,  who 
is  said  to  be  so  angry  at  his 
treatment  that  he  will  boy- 
cott a party  before  the 
match  against  West  Ham  at 
Old  Traffbrd  on  September 
13  to  celebrate  winning  last 
season’s  Premiership  title. 

Supporters  were  expecting 
Cantona  to  go  on  a lap  of 
honour  but  United  sources 

said  last  night  that  he  w£Q 
not  be  coming  and  Tnyy  not 

replied  to  his  invitation. 

Watkins  played  down  Can- 
tona's silence.  *T  am  not 

aware  that  he  has  said  yea 
or  nay.  Quite  a tow  people 
have  yet  to  confirm.** 


Steven  Downes  In  Seville 


THE  British  team  kept 
pace  with  Ireland’s  Mi- 
chelle Smith  in  the 
medal  table  when  both  Smith 
and  the  men's  4x200  metres 
freestyle  team  won  gold  at  the 
European  swimming  champi- 
onships here  yesterday. 

Led  off  by  the  individual 
200m  freestyle  champion  Paul 
Palmer,  Britain  won  gold 
after  a tight  tussle  against 
Italy,  Germany  and  Holland. 
Britain  did  not  hit  the  front 
until  the  final  100  metres. 
Following  Andrew  Clayton 
and  Gavin  Meadows.  James 
Salter  swam  the  anchor  stage. 

Salter,  fourth  in  the  indi- 
vidual final,  was  a man  in- 
spired. Attacks  in  the  last 
length  from  Marcel  Wouda, 
Holland's  400m  medley  win- 
ner, and  Steffen  Zesner,  the 
experienced  German,  were 
repulsed  by  Salter,  21,  from 

Edinburgh 

His  split  time  was  an  out- 
standing 1:48.45,  four-tenths 
quicker  than  Palmer  swam 
for  gold  a day  earlier.  The  net 


result  was  a British  relay  re- 
cord of  7:17.56. 

The  relay  was  the  second 
British  record  of  the  day, 
following  Jaime  King’s  229.91 
in  the  women’s  200m  breast- 
stroke heats.  In  the  final  King 
was  fifth  behind  Hungary’s 
Agnes  Kovacs,  who  set  a 
European  record  227.81. 

The  European  federation 
issued  Ireland’s  triple  Olym- 
pic champion  Smith  with  a 
stem'  reprimand  for  her  fhil- 
ure  to  attend  her  gold  medal 
press  conference  on  Tuesday. 
Less  than  an  hour  later  Smith 
took  the  gold  medal  in  the 
200m  freestyle  in  1:59.93,  win- 
ning by  less  than  a fingertip 
from  Russia’s  Nadezdha 
Chemezova. 

It  was  another  extraordi- 
nary performance  from 
Smith.  It  was  the  first  tim* 
she  has  swum  the  200m  free  at 
an  international  champion- 
ship and  Smith  went  into  the 
final  In  an  outside  lane  as  the 
slowest  qualifier. 

But.  when  it  came  to  the 
last  length,  she  was  the  fast- 
est finisher,  seeing  off  Kerstin 
Kielgass,  the  defending  cham- 


pion from  Germany,  and  Ca- 
melia  Potec,  Romania’s  triple 
European  junior  champion. 

“It  was  all  a misunder- 
standing,” she  said,  shrug- 
ging off  events  outside  the 
pool,  “and  the  misunder- 
standing has  been  resolved 
now.”  The  proof  of  this  was 
Smith's  presence  at  a press 
conference. 

Not  that  Smith’s  frequent 
brushes  with  controversy 
seem  likely  to  end.  Yesterday 
it  was  the  British  champion 
Karen  Pickering,  placed  sixth 
in  the  final,  who  said:  “With 
all  the  suspicions,  you  don’t 
know  if  you  are  competing  on 
a level  playing  field.  But  you 
just  have  to  get  in  and  race 
her.” 

The  day's  biggest  shock 
came  from  Russia's  Denis 
Pankratov,  the  Olympic 
champion  and  world-record 
holder,  who  placed  sixth  in 
the  100m  butterfly  behind 
Lars  Frolander  of  Sweden. 

That,  though,  caused  barely 
a ripple  compared  to  the  tidal 
wave  which  defeat  for  Smith 
in  today's  400m  freestyle 
would  create. 


O 


Rarely  can  a public  relations  campaign  have  worked  as  well  as  the 
one  to  signal  the  latest  offering  from  the  brothers  grim.  The  cunning 
was  to  launch  the  thing  into  the  teeth  of  the  silly  season.  In  the  middle 
of  a heat  wave  may  not  seem  the  best  time  to  sell  records. 

Second  thoughts — Jim  White  on  the  new  Oasis  album 
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Across 


7 Seed  that  may  be  put  m a 
garage?  (7) 

8 One  in  support  of  army 
corps  (7) 

10  Dirty  British  boat,  but  not  a 
trader  (6) 

11  Urban  district  with  poor 
morals  would  make  a rotten 
borough  (3,5) 

12  He  is  listed  among  Prince 
Richard’s  supporters  (4) 

13  Translating  Latin  makes  a 
servile  labour  (6,4) 

14  Hue  and  cry  for  beheading 
after  student  made  off  with 
money M 

19  Unrestrained,  mad  time— 

round  about  the  sixties?  (10) 

22  Look  said  to  be  in  favour  (4) 

23  End  of  semester?  (8) 

24  Scale  model  constructed 
for  play  on  board . . . (6) 


23  ...where  model  might  be 
(before  24  swallowed 
untruth)  (7) 

28  Outspoken  journalist  made 
an  impression  (7) 

Down 


1 Church  office  (not  in 
Somerset  24)  (7) 

2 Part  of  church  office  can  bring 
audbia  amusement ...  ® 

3 ...to  wit  about  a fumy 
bone  (8) 

4 A stroke  of  luck,  and 
Wimsey  starts  to  find  out 
everything  (8) 

0 Composer's  taken  up  exer- 
cises and  is  transported  (6) 

6 Live  on  the  pursuit  of  whafs 
•eft  (7) 

9 Wicketkeeper  put  on  extra 
500  In  Kent  (6.5) 

13  Hero's  hero  with  love  that’s 
evergreen  (0) 


□ q 0 □ □ Q 

□□□□□□□□  □□□□□□ 

anna  BnpnBnnasD 

□ a c d □ ej 

QQaaao 

□ □ □ n □ 

□□□□□□  DQOQDa 

□□□§□□□□  □□□□SB 
a m a □ □ _ e 
□□□omQnnaa  £DKD 

□ man  odd 

□□□□on 

1 □ a □ a a J=L 
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10  Respoctful  worker  to  whom 
order  is  given  (8) 

IT  Pardon  the  mean,  untidy. 

filthy  quarters!  (7) 

18  Responds  to  tales  told  by 
traveller?  (7) 

20  Gilt  work  decorating  room 
adds  a bil  of  lustre  (6) 

21  Attendant  makes  ten  dance 

#5) 

Solution  tomorrow 


